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Does Labour care? 


Disabled people’s minister Maria Eagle has told Disability Now that it is 


“right” that winter fuel payments are not extended to severely disabled people. 


The minister told 


Se DN in a letter that 
* aie the payments 


should only be 
made to older people. 

Yet Eagle acknowledged that 
the Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) only provided a “contri- 
bution” towards the extra costs 
of a severe disability, which 
“could include heating”. 

Her remarks sparked anger 


among other Labour politi- | 


clans. 

Lord Ashley, chair of the All 
Party Parliamentary Disability 
Group, described her reply as 
“frosty and unacceptable”. 

Lieasaid:s “Itameans ‘that 
severely disabled people will 
continue to be deprived of the 
winter fuel payment regardless 
of their need and the powerful 
logic of their case. But we will 
continue to fight for it.” 

Labour MP Roger Berry also 


said her remarks were “unac- 
ceptable”. 

He said: “The level of DLA 
itself is clearly inadequate to 
meet most of the costs of dis- 
ability and certainly the costs 
of keeping warm in the winter. 

“On the basis of the govern- 
ment’s own figures, approxi- 
mately the same proportion of 
severely disabled people are in 
fuel poverty as pensioners. 

“IT am very disappointed, 
because I do not think her 
argument stands up to careful 
examination. We will carry on 
trying to persuade her to 
change her mind.” 

Aileen Grist, from Oldham, a 
severely disabled wheelchair 
user, who accompanied DN 
editor Mary Wilkinson and 
other campaigners to a meeting 
with Eagle in November, said 
she was “disappointed” but 
“not surprised”. 
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“Maybe if the disability 
charities make a big donation 
to the Labour Party, something 
will get done,” she said. 

Although the Disability 
Rights Commission backs the 
campaign, its chair, Bert 
Massie, would not comment on 
Eagle’s letter. 

Mike Hurdiss, benefits policy 
officer for Scope, said: “It is time 
for the government to acknowl- 
edge that further work needs to 
be done to assess the adequacy 
of disability benefits provision 
and to enter into a serious 
debate on the extent of disability 
poverty, of which fuel poverty 
forms an important part.” 

Roger Berry’s Early Day 
Motion on winter fuel pay- 
ments has been signed by 158 
MPs. 1,300 DN readers have 
replied to a survey explaining 
why they need the payments, 
and there are 4,000 supporters. 


GRAHAM BOOL 
Golden girl! 
Paralympic athlete Tanni 


Grey-Thompson says her new 
daughter is better than all her 
medals put together — but the 
proud first-time mum is already 
eyeing up a return to sport. 

Tanni’s daughter was 
born at 9.55am on Monday, 
4 February, at the University 
Hospital of Wales in Cardiff, 
weighing 7lbs 120z. 

Tanni and her husband Ian 
(above, right) named her Carys 
Olivia. Carys was Tanni’s 
original Christian name. 

“She is better than all my 
medals put together. I am 
enjoying every moment with 
Carys. She is just perfect,” said 
Tanni. 


Frozen out: Aileen Grist at home in Oldham. She and her ee Aty 


can't afford to have their leaky roof repaired. They don't have a social 
life or holidays and spend all summer paying off their winter fuel bills. 


Organisations supporting the campaign: The Disability Rights 
Commission, British Polio Fellowship, Disabled Drivers' 
Association, Disabled Drivers' Motor Club, Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, Princess Royal Trust for Carers, Spinal Injuries 
Association and the consortium Disability Daily, comprising 
Arthritis Care, British Deaf Association, Carers UK, Disability 
Alliance, Headway, Leonard Cheshire, Mencap, MIND, Muscular 
Dystrophy Campaign, National Autistic Society, RADAR, Royal 
National Institute for the Blind, RNID, Scope and Sense. 


Crackdown on 
cheap scooters 


A charity which was undercut- 
ting retail prices on electric 
scooters by £900 has been told 
it can no longer buy them 
direct from the main supplier. 

The HAND Partnership in 
Norwich was charging £955 for 
Shoprider Sovereign scooters, 
which can cost more than 
£1850 from other dealers. 

But DMA Days Medical 
which can sell the scooters to 
retailers at a trade price of 
£720, has now said that it will 
not sell the scooter to HAND. 
It told the charity that it had 
received letters from dealers 
“concerned” at HAND’s pric- 
ing. The company said that it 
needed to ensure that scooters 
were sold by suppliers which 
provided adequate warranty 
repairs and aftercare to 
customers, and had not known 
HAND was selling scooters. 

HAND chief executive, Gary 
Gilden, said he was disgusted 
at the prices some dealers 


charged. He said: “I recognise 
that people do need to make a 
profit but we are dealing with 
elderly, disabled and vulnerable 
people.” 

DMA refused to comment. 

Ray Hodgkinson, director of 
the British Healthcare Trades 
Association of which DMA is a 
member, said: “Margins that 
are built in by reputable dealers 
are there to cover for warranty 
work, services and additional 
work that comes up. People 
shopping round to get the 
cheapest deal should make sure 
that everything is there in terms 
of back-up.” 

Meanwhile, Norman Lamb, 
Liberal Democrat MP for 
North Norfolk, is calling for 
government action to tackle 
other firms which sell some- 
times inappropriate disability 
equipment like stairlifts and 
scooters. He said: “There have 
got to be some clearer rules of 
the game.” 
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News 3 


Baywatch gears up 


Want to be an undercover agent? 


The Baywatch campaign needs people willing to 
check out their local supermarket one day soon to 


A government minis- how two officers were being was totally irresponsible ark 
: : ponsible to par 
see how many disabled bays are being abused. L ter has agreed to meet investigated by Greater _ in that spot, considering there 
The more people who take part, the better our Met; Members of the Bay- Manchester Police for allegedly were other spots available.” 
snapshot of abuse over the country. If you would watch Campaign to parking their van in a disabled Tesco has promised to inves- 


discuss parking bay abuse. bay outside an Asda store. tigate the incident and another 


like to help, e-mail editor @ disabilitynow.org.uk or 


phone 020 7619 7323. 


LIVERPOOL Mid PHOTOGRAPHY 


Sheer effort: A pupil at Abbot's Lea Special School in Liverpool 
gets to grips with a climbing wall, part of a £3.7 million scheme 
that has replaced the old school for autistic children with new 
state-of-the-art buildings and facilities. 


Plans to save 
foundation 


Arthritic & Back Pain 


Transport Minister Sally 
Keeble said she shared the 
campaign’s concerns, particu- 
larly those relating to private 
car parks. She said its stance 
was “most welcome”. 

Keeble will meet representa- 
tives of the campaign and super- 
markets Asda, Tesco, Safeway 
and Sainsbury’s on 19 March. 

Meanwhile, officers from a 
second police force have been 
photographed parking in a 
disabled parking space outside 
a supermarket. 

Last month, DN reported 


Now, South Wales Police is 
investigating allegations that 
two officers parked their van in 
a disabled space outside a 
Tesco store in Cardiff at 
12.30am one morning last 
month and popped inside to 
buy sandwiches. 

Supt Kevin Tumelty, of South 
Wales Police, said he would 
draw his officers’ attention to 
the alleged incident and speak 
to the two officers concerned. 

Simon Blake and Tracey 
Parker, from Newport, who took 
pictures of the van, told DN: “It 


in Southampton in which a 
shopper accused late-night staff 
of using disabled bays. 

Meanwhile, gas company 
Transco has apologised and 
begun an investigation after 
one of its vans was spotted in a 
disabled space in Newport, 
south Wales. 

And Safeway has launched a 
working party to tackle issues 
related to the Disability 
Discrimination Act, including 
Baywatch, while Asda has 
produced ideas for a public 
awareness campaign. 


Private sector sparks fear 


Disability groups and London 
transport chiefs fear plans to 
sell off the Underground could 
allow companies to do the bare 
minimum to improve access. 

Bob Kiley, Commissioner of 
Transport at Transport for 
London (TfL), raised concerns 
with London Underground 
(LU) in January at plans to 
partly privatise the tube. 
Campaigners fear that con- 
tracts for the Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) would allow 
companies to challenge LU if 
they objected to any plans to 
make improvements which 
went beyond the Disability 
Discrimination Act. 

LU refused to say what was 


in the three final contracts, but 
DN understands the clauses are 
in at least one of them. 

Bert Massie, chairman of the 
Disability Rights Commission, 
said: “Companies doing the bare 
minimum could have a negative 
impact on the quality of the 
service for disabled people. 

“Inaccessible public trans- 
port systems can prevent 
disabled people getting a job, 
going shopping or using the 
capitals leisure facilities.” 

The disability transport 
charity DaRT condemned the 
whole PPP plan. 

Brian Heiser, special adviser 
to TfL on disability, feared 
companies would try to save 


money by doing “as little as 
they can possibly get away 
with”. 

He called on the government 
to act to ensure that no such 
clauses were in the final 
contracts, which will govern the 
running of the tube for 
30 years. 

He said: “Anything that says 
the underground will only do 
the legal bare minimum has got 
to be inferior.” 

A spokesperson for LU, said: 
“LU is committed to improving 
accessibility of the network. 

There is no evidence to 
suggest that any of the pre- 
ferred bidders are planning to 
challenge LU.” 
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4 News 


Tube map breaks new ground 


A groundbreaking London 
underground map giving 
details of access to tube 
stations has been published. 
The map, adapted from 
the London underground 
map, also includes stations 
on the Docklands Light 
Railways (DLR). It shows the 
82 stations that have alternative 
access to stairs and escalators 
and 52 interchanges that are 


accessible at platform level. 

The Tube Access Guide has 
been produced by Scope, 
London Underground (LU) and 
Transport for London (TfL). 

Paul Goodier, LU managing 
director, said: “It’s the first 
guide which details the now 
growing accessibility of the tube 
by highlighting stations which 
have lifts and step free access to 
platforms. It opens up the tube 


to a wider group of people.” 
Wheelchair user and student 
Maryam Zonouzi said: “Even 
though many stations are not 
accessible, at least I can plan 
my routes with confidence and 
not have to rely solely on cabs.” 
Available at all tube and DLR 
stations, Travel Information 
Centres, the TfL Access and 
Mobility Unit. Tel: 020 7941 
4600 and www.thetube.com 


Pantastic: MPs and peers joined together in pancake races to 


support the brain injury charity Rehab UK 


The MONOTRAIL | sinete-wueet wHEELCHAIR AND SCOOTER CARRIER 


The Monotrail is the simplest 


way to transport an 


wheelchair or scooter. 


¢ Just drive on and away you go. 
¢ Fits to any standard towbar. 
* Can be removed in 60 seconds. 


* Weatherproof cover available. 


PHONE FOR A FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION. 


Automatic 
Wheelchair Carrier 


electric 


AUTOCHAIR 


Wheelchair, Electric Wheelchair 
and Electric Scooter Lifts 


Folds, lifts and locks away any 
folding wheelchair in less than 90 


Six models for easy loading 
in boot, hatchback, estate, 


FITTING THROUGHOUT THE UK. 


Electric 
Person Lift 


The Milford Person Lift has been 
specially designed to lift you from 


seconds with no physical effort. 
Easy to fit / transfer to any car. 
Simple to use and extremely 

reliable. Two models available. 


/Upotability 


ACCREDITED 


*& This is a trademark of Motability; 


registered charity number 299745 


WHEELCHAIRS & SCOOTERS? 
www. mobilityvehicles.co.uk 
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people carrier or 4x4. 


30kg to 150kg lifting capacity. Power 


lift and movement into vehicles. 


AUTOCHAIR 


PHONE FREE ON 0800 214045 


Website: www.autochair.co.uk 


e-mail: info@autochair.co.uk 


your wheelchair into a vehicle 
and out again. 
Enjoy your new mobility! 


SAVE THE VAT 
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Autochair products. 
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Government 
overhaul 


The government has replaced 
nearly half the members on its 
Disabled Persons’ Transport 
Advisory Committee. 

More than three-quarters of 
the 21 members on the new- 
look committee, which advises 
the Minister for Transport on 
accessibility, are now disabled. 

Jane Wilmot, who is deaf, 
has been reappointed chair, and 
new members include David 
Pugh, a trustee of the Manic 
Depressive Fellowship, the first 
member with mental health 
interests, Thomas Martin Pey, 
director of policy for The 
Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association, who is blind, and 
Glynn Vernon, a wheelchair 
user and former member of 
Scope’s executive council. 
*www.dptac.gov.uk 
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Diana Twitchin writes: 

Nancy Robertson, who died 
suddenly last week, will be © 
greatly missed. 

Her work on disability issues 
spanned over 30 years. In 1973, 
she developed the Brent Asso- | 
ciation for Disabled People and 
then worked on issues including 
benefits, housing, empowering 
disabled people and the educa- 
tion of medical and health care 
professionals. As director of the 
Prince of Wales Group on 
Disability, she initiated the Living 
Options work that laid down 
principles underpinning service 
provision for disabled people. 

One of a generation of young 
people disabled by polio in the 
1940s and denied access to a pro- 
fessional career, Nancy created a 
very positive role for herself. She 
once said: “You do not have to 
shout to get the message over”. 
She used persistence and persua- 
sion to great effect, and was will- 
ing to share experience and 
knowledge to solve problems. 


News 5 


Government gripes 


Campaigners have condemned 
the government for putting the 
interests of care home owners 
above those of elderly residents. 

They claim that new guid- 
ance given under the Care 
Standards Act to the National 
Care Standards Commission 
(NCSC) lets home owners out 
of making changes which 
would improve the quality of 
life of elderly residents. 

In a letter to the NCSC, 
which will enforce the standards 
from April, Health Minister 


Jacqui Smith says that homes 
need not install lifts if stair lifts 
will do, and need not have spe- 
cial baths if they have walk in 
showers. And not all doorways 
will need to be sufficiently wide 
to allow wheelchair users 
through without being pushed. 

Ms Smith said the guidance 
had been issued to ensure that 
the NCSC did not close down 
good homes. The priority for 
enforcement would be homes 
where there is a clear danger to 
residents. 


But the Coalition for 
Quality in Care (CQC) which 
includes Age Concern and 
Carers’ UK, accused the 
government of discriminating 
against older people. 

Dr Gillian Dalley, coordina- 
tor of the CQGC, said: “It is not 
good enough just to say it is ok 
as long as people’s lives are not 
in danger. We thought the gov- 
ernment was really resolved to 
ensure that adequate standards 
were in place, and at this late 
stage she is going back on it.” 


The appliance of science: (from left to right) David Buckley, Michelle Middleton and Joanne Lewis, who 


are pupils at the Sandfield Park School, scooped top prize in a competition run by the Association for 
Science Education. They met Colin Hilton (second from left), executive director for Life Long Learning. 


Mencap 
sounds alarm 


The charity Mencap has called 
on the government to find 
another £70 million a year to 
help modernise day services for 
people with learning disabilities. 

In a new report,* Mencap 
says there is a risk that social 
services departments will end up 
providing “inadequate third rate 
services” without such funding. 

Last year’s Valuing People 
white paper proposed major 
changes to day services and 
called for less reliance on tradi- 
tional day centres. 

This was to be one of the 
priorities of a Learning 
Disability Development Fund 
of up to £50 million a year. 

But Mencap’s report says 
this funding is “inadequate” 
-and needs to be increased to at 
least £120 million a year. 

Another £140 million per 

year is needed to expand day 
services so they can also be 
used by the 20,000 people who 
currently lack any provision. 
* A Life in the Day, better day 
services for people with a 
learning disability, available 
free from www.mencap.org.uk 
or tel: 0808 808 1111. 


Stress and problems at work. 


Please book by 12th March 2002. 


DisabilityNOW's 
EMPLOYMENT SUPPLEMENT aprit 2002 


The April issue will carry an employment supplement, with the 
theme ‘‘Wise up to Work’, including: Information and experiences to 
help disabled people get into work and stay in work = Excellent employment 
practice = What the government is doing for disabled people = “Getting 
started” concentrating on CV’s and interview techniques * Access to work 
and mentoring schemes = Sheltered employment = Rehab & retraining = 


To advertise your vacancies, equality policy or services please call Richard 
Gresham on 020 7619 7336 or Patrick Durham-Matthews on 020 7619 7320. 


For a no obligation quote fax or e-mail your advert. Fax: 020 7619 7331. 
Email: richard.gresham@scope.org.uk or patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 
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Want to see a capercaillie caper ? 
Or hear a red stag roar? 


Join in Treefest Scotland 2002, celebrating 
Scotland's trees, woods and forests. 


Events for all abilities. 


For the full programme, visit: 
www.treefestscotland2002.org.uk 


or phone: 0131 314 6444 
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2004 countdown 


Britain’s two million businesses 
and services are being urged to 
install access features like 
ramps and remove physical 
barriers before they are forced 
to do so in 2004. 

The call came with the 
launch of a new Code of 
Practice on Rights of Access to 
Businesses and Services for 
Disabled People. The code, pro- 
duced by the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC), sets out 
what physical alterations firms 
and services must make to 
comply with the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA). 

To help small businesses 
understand their duties, the 
DRC has produced a guide 
called A Practical Guide for 
Small Businesses, which tells 
them what reasonable adjust- 
ments they may have to make. 
This could include creating 


level access to a building, 
moving the entrance to a more 
convenient place or fitting 
handrails on steps. 

Andy Shipley, policy analyst 
at the DRC, said: “We hope 
that service providers will see 
this as an opportunity. There 
are two years to the deadline 
to put things in place, carry 
out access audits and put plans 
into action.” 

Once the requirement to alter 
physical features comes into 
effect in 2004, service providers 
and shops could be sued if they 
fail to make alterations. 

The commission has also 
produced a guide 2004 — What 
it Means for Disabled People, a 
summary of rights under the 
new code aimed at disabled 
people. 

DRC, tel: 08457 622633 or 
www.drc-gb.org 


Scheme less mean 


A charity providing cars to 
disabled people is to change 
its contract arrangements after 
criticism from the Office of 
Fair Trading (OFT). 

Motability has 
changes to the way it will 
terminate people’s contract 
and take away their cars. 

This can happen when 
someone has their Disability 
Living Allowance stopped, if 
the nominated driver is no 
longer able to drive the car or 
because of fraud and abuse. 

The OFT has said that the 


seven days notification that a 


made 
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Help the Aged 


Help the Aged is a registered charity no. 272786 


Please send me details. 
For my household 


For a relative L] 


Name 


The new stairlifts 
from Stannah of 
are the slimmest ~ 

ever, making 
them perfect 
for narrower 
staircases. 

e New and reconditioned 


e Straight or curved staircases 
e Full guarantee e Fast, clean installation 


0800 715 124 EXT. 3119 


www.stannah.co.uk/stairlifts 


contract will be terminated and 
the car removed is unfair. A 
spokesperson for Motability 
Finance Limited (MFL), the 
charity’s financial arm, said 
this was to be extended to 
14 days to allow customers 
more time to resolve disputes 
with the Benefits Agency or 
find 


instance. But she stressed the 


another driver, for 
Motability scheme had already 
been revising its contracts. 

And she added: “It has to be 
a very extreme case before 
we terminate someone's agree- 
ment.” 
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Choose Stannah 
slimmer by design. 


FREEPHONE 


Address 


Stannah 
Stairlifts 


Postcode Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 3119, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 
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Trust Stannah to make things easier. 


Having a ball: Pupils at Frank Barnes School for Deaf Children in London are taking part in a dance 


project with the Roundhouse theatre funded by the Abbey National. 


Rail plans welcomed 


Disability have 
welcomed a new code of 
practice aimed at improving 


train and station services for 


groups 


disabled passengers. 

The Strategic Rail Authority 
(SRA) code sets standards for 
accessibility and creates a sys- 
tem to monitor performance. 

It will be followed by a 
review of how individual 
operators are measuring up to 
these standards. 

By! the tends of 2002,/-all 
operators that own a railway 
station will have to tell the SRA 
how they plan to prioritise 
the necessary improvements, 
including work on ramps, 


wa THE NATIONAL TRUST 
ACCESS FOR ALL 


The National Trust welcomes visitors with disabilities 
to Its superb historic buildings, gardens, countryside 
and coast in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 


‘Information for Visitors with Disabilities 2002’ 
is now available. 


For this information booklet giving access 
details and information on adapted cottages 


please send a 39p stamp to: 


The National Trust Membership Department, 
PO Box 39, Bromley, Kent BR1 3XL 


Website: www.nationaltrust. org, uk 


passenger information, toilets, 
barriers, kerbs, seats, signs and 
staff training. 

The SRA will then examine 
how the work can be funded. 

Geraldine Peacock, chief 
executive of The Guide Dogs 
for the Blind Association, said 
she hoped the code would 
bring “real improvements to 
the accessibility of stations for 
visually impaired people”. 

Jane Wilmot, chair of the 
Disabled Persons Transport 
Advisory Committee (DPTAC), 
welcomed the “practical and 
deliverable” code. 

Meanwhile, Railtrack 
has postponed plans for 


a £900,000 revamp — of 
Edinburgh’s Haymarket sta- 
tion that would have improved 
disabled access. 

A spokesman for Railtrack 
in Scotland said its priority 
was to improve the infrastruc- 
ture of the rail network and 
work on accessibility would 
have to wait until funds were 
available. 

He said: “The aspiration is 
to make the entire network, 
including Haymarket, fully 
accessible and we will be 
looking at ways of doing that, 
together with our partners, 
the SRA and the Scottish 


Executive.” 


Parking nightmare 
for school-run mum 


A disabled mum who faces a 20 
minute walk to deliver her three 
disabled children to school is 
fighting for the right to use the 
staff car park. 

Chairman Carter says more 
should be done to make it easi- 
er for her to take her children 
to and from Micklands prima- 
ry school in Reading. 

The school has provided a 
disabled parking space in the 
parents’ car park, but it is often 
used by badge 
holders. 

It is also a 20 minute walk 
from the’car park to>the 
classroom, which is extremely 
difficult -for Mrs~ Garter 
who has arthritis, a hearing 


non-blue 


impairment and a seriously 


ill two-year-old daughter. 

An attempt to arrange for a 
member of staff to escort the 
children failed because Mrs 
Carter had to drop her oldest 
daughter at another school and 
was often late. 

A spokesman said Reading 
Borough Council and the 
school were “sympathetic” and 
were considering proposals to 
help the Carters and other 
disabled families. 

But Mrs Carter said: “My 
feeling is that they will not act 
unless a gun is put to their 
heads.” 

Shewadded:) “I amo very 
annoyed. It is unnecessary. 
We do not need this added 
pressure.” 


Loophole closure bid 


An MP is trying to close a 
loophole in the law that allows 
disabled and older people to be 
informally detained in mental 
health hospitals. 

People who lack the capacity 
to consent, including those 
with severe learning disabilities 
or Alzheimer’s, can be held and 
treated against the wishes of 
their carers, who have no right 
of appeal. 

Labour MP Helen Clark has 
proposed a Ten Minute Rule 
Bill to plug the gap in the law. 

The problem was highlight- 
ed by the case of an autistic 
man detained in a hospital for 


THE COMPLETE WHEELCHAIR SOLUTION 


The "Drive prone Wheelchair and Tie Down 
Ss ccessfully Crash Tested to give the ultimate 


comfort and safety for your total independence. 


OVE SVS197 


www.adaptachair.co.uk 


four months against his carers’ 
wishes (see DN February). 

Mencap has supported 
the bill and called on the 
government to introduce new 
legislation. 

Ms Clark said: “The gap in 
the law as it stands can lead to 
serious injustice for a vulnera- 
ble group of individuals. 

“I am determined to impress 
on the government that reform 
is urgently needed so that 
people who are informally 
detained have the same 
safeguards and right to appeal 
as those detained under the 
mental health act”. 


Correction 
On page 29 of last month’s DN 
we wrongly said that Satta 


Hashem was from Iran. He is — 


in fact from Iraq. We apologise | 


for any misunderstanding. 


Loo lowdown 
The first guide to describe what 
you will find behind the doors 
of England’s accessible loos has 
been published by a disability 
charity. 

The ITAAL (Is There An 


Accessible Loo?) Directory of — 
Accessible Loos in England* — 


offers details on 1,400 accessi- 
ble loos, such as the position of 
sinks, access to cubicles, height 
of loos, charges, opening hours 
and parking information. 

In addition, it includes the 
locations of more than 2,600 
other loos. 


* The directory is £10 (plus | 
£4.50 p&p) and is available _ 


from ITAAL c/o Equal Ability, 


170 Benton Hill, Wakefield © 
Road, Horbury, West Yorks 


WF4 SHW. 
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News 7 


Authorities 2 


may sue 


Health authorities are consider- 
ing legal action to prevent them 
having to fund all drugs 
approved by the government’s 
clinical excellence watchdog. 

The government announced 
in December that health 
authorities would have to pay 
for all treatments approved by 
the National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE). 

But Helen Marlow, pharma- 
ceutical advisor for Croydon 
Health Authority (CHA), told 
DN that a barrister had sug- 
gested health authorities also 
had a legal duty to balance 
their books. This might conflict 
with the government’s demand. 

She said: “We are looking 
at taking advice about how 
much we have to follow the 
government’s advice on NICE. 
Some NICE guidance we agree 
with. Other guidance we do 
not feel is a priority.” 

CHA had earlier told a 


parliamentary inquiry into 
NICE that the obligation to 
fund all approved drugs meant 
less money was available for 
“local priorities”. 

And the inquiry heard that 
funding the approved drugs 
would cost Lambeth, 
Southwark and Lewisham 
Health Authority an extra 
£15 million in 2002/2003. 

Meanwhile, the government 
has agreed a 
FESULtS— 


“payment by 
scheme with drugs 
companies to fund the multiple 
sclerosis (ms) drugs beta inter- 
feron and glatiramer acetate. 

All suitable patients with ms 
will receive the drugs but pay- 
ments to the companies will be 
cut if treatment does not work. 

The 
welcomed by ms charities, 
which earlier criticised NICE’s 
decision that the drugs were 
too expensive to be funded on 
the NHS. 


announcement was 


Bookworms: Lorainne Bellamy (/e/t) and Amy Clarke (right) were 
among six learning disabled people who joined a reading group to 
review shortlisted books for the 2001 Whitbread Book Awards. 


Thanks for stamps 
Thank you to DN readers who 
responded to our appeal for 
used postage stamps. Please 
keep sending them in to us . 


DLA claim increase 


Claims for Disability Living 
Allowance increased by 5 per 
cent to 2.27 million in the 
year ending August 2001, 
government figures show. 

The figures also show that 
there was a rise of 2 per cent in 
people receiving Attendance 
Allowance, to 1.29 million. 
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isabled lookout escapes locker 


\VART/ 


SS5a YS Sees 


A would-be burglar with no 
legs has avoided prison after 
admitting he acted as a lookout. 
Robert Bate, 22, of Seaham, 
County Durham, tried to 
escape the scene on his bottom 
after he and two other men 
were disturbed outside a house 
they were trying to break into. 
Teesside Crown Court heard 
how Bate was picked up by one 
of the other men as they escaped. 
But Bate, who has previous 
convictions for burglary, was 
found by police the next day. 
Peter Schofield, defending, 
said: “It may represent some 
form of defiance... to show he 
can manage as well as anyone 
else with his disability.” 
Bate was given a two-year 
community rehabilitation 
order. 


Council Special measures 
on giving evidence 


payout 


A council has been told to 
pay more than £23,000 to the 
family of a pensioner wrongly 
assessed as needing nursing 
instead of residential care. 


The Local Government 
Ombudsman found that 
Nottinghamshire County 


Council had made mistakes in 
dealing with the case, which led 
to the family paying higher fees 
than it needed to. 


Ombudsman Patricia 
Thomas “said she was 
“appalled” at the casual way 


the assessment was carried out 
by a social worker in 1995. 

Nottingham City Council, 
which took over responsibility 
for social services in 1998, has 
apologised to the daughter and 
son-in-law of the woman, who 
has since died, for a delay in 
dealing with their complaint. 

Meanwhile, Hertfordshire 
City Council has been told to 
pay compensation to a man with 
multiple sensory impairment 
and ataxia, for failing to provide 
him with adequate services. 


CANCDONE 


FREE 
FLIGHTS!! 


t 


Tel: 020 8907 2400 
Fax: 020 8909 1854 


Book a place on our tour 
to Andalusia departing 
20th April for only £495.00 
per person and we will 
pay for your flights* 


Other tour dates available are: 
May 18th, June 25th, Sept 14th, Oct 12th, Nov 9th. 


Website: www.canbedone.co.uk 
Email: holidays@canbedone.co.uk 


* This offer is subject to availability at the time of booking and only valid for the April tour, the 
flights offered are non negotiable and non transferable. 


11 Woodcock Hill, 
Harrow, HA3 OXP 


People with learning disabilities 
will soon be able to give evi- 
dence in crown courts via live 
TV links, under vital new rules 
announced by the government. 

The new guidance* outlines 
how the government is finally 
implementing legislation to 
help vulnerable or intimidated 
witnesses give evidence as effec- 
tively as possible. 

It will -help: the police, 
Crown Prosecution Service 
and courts introduce measures 
from the Youth Justice and 
Criminal Evidence Act 1999. 


From August, vulnerable or 
intimidated witnesses giving 
evidence in a crown court will 
be able to ask the judge for 
“special measures”, such as 
giving evidence via a live TV 
link or using screens to block 
the defendant from view. 

Other measures, including 
the use of intermediaries to 
help witnesses give evidence, 
and guidelines for magistrates 
courts should be introduced by 
2004. 

* The guidance is online at 
www.homeoffice.gov.uk 
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8 News 


ago, the 


wenty 
Thatcher 
banned contract compli- 


years 
govern ment 


ance. Progressive local authori- 
ties had begun to use contracts 
with private companies to 
ensure they complied with bet- 
ter employment policies for dis- 
abled people. But the authori- 
ties were told to stop doing it 
and that cheapest was best. 

However, campaigners 
never forgot that governments 
across Europe spend £600m of 
public money — a powerful 
lever on business practice. 

So, when the European 
Parliament debated a public 
procurement Directive last 
month, Euro MPs seized the 
chance to raise disability rights. 

When taxpayers’ money is 
being used, why can’t higher 
standards be required of pri- 
vate companies? After all, no 
one forces them to tender for 
public contracts. 

European officials have 
resisted such arguments, 
ignoring existing laws in the 
USA and Canada. There was 
even an attempt to outlaw 


Letter from Brussels 


" Richard Howitt [ue 


Euro MPs vote disability 
rights into the public 
procurement directive 


contract compliance in France in 
1998, which was overturned by 
the European Court of Justice. 

Our vote said that the 
interests of the wider 
community should come 
before the narrow interests of 
the contracting authority. 
Equal treatment for disabled 
workers should be identified 
in the list of eligible criteria 
when contracts are decided, 
and companies prosecuted for 
violating labour legislation, 
such as the Disability 
Discrimination Act, should 
not be considered at all. 

In response to campaigns 
by Britain’s GMB trade union 
and disability organisations, 
provisions were inserted 
allowing exclusive contracts to 
support sheltered employment 
for disabled workers and 
“design for all” criteria for 
publicly purchased goods and 
services. 

European governments 
could resist these landmark 
votes in the Second Reading 
later this year, but I think this 
is a battle we will win. 


Richard Howitt MEP is President of the European Parliament 
All-Party Disability Group, www.edf-feph.org/en/policy/ 
transport/trans_pol.btm, e-mail: ep@edf-feph.org. 


Access-Easy! 


“TITAN”. 
THE 
LIGHT-WEIGHT | 
RAMP RANGE | 


COLLER> Engineering Ltd 


Safety Restraint Engineers 


Tel: 01935 426695 e-mail: enquiries@koller.co.uk 


Head Office: Koller Engineering Ltd, 5 Garrett Road, 
Lynx Trading Estate, Yeovil, Somerset. BA20 2TJ 


~ DisabilityNow March 2002 


More work but staff worries 


Operations for joint replace- 
ments and cataract removals 
have leaped ahead in the 
last year. 

The figures, contained in 
NHS Performance Indicators 
published by the Government, 
showed an increase of 6.4 per 
cent for joint replacements 
cataract removals 
increased by 12.3 per cent. 

However, the figures also 


while 


showed a 21.6 per cent increase 
in vacancies for staff like 
physiotherapists and speech 
therapists. 

The Government claimed 
this was because it was increas- 
ing the workforce and therefore 
there were more jobs available. 
The number of people in such 
jobs had actually increased by 
four per cent, it claimed. 


But a spokesman _ for 


the Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapy, said: “We have 
been very disappointed by 
the lack of NHS workforce 
planning on this issue.” 

“Physiotherapy is a popular 
degree course but the public 
sector faces real difficulties 
retaining experienced physio- 
therapists. These retention 
problems must be addressed 
urgently.” 


oh 


Quids in: Pupils from a Liverpool special school met Hollyoaks star 
Terri Dwyer and Liverpool City Council leader Mike Storey at the 
launch of Change for Liverpool, which aims to raise £1 million a 
year for charity through donations from council staff. 


Chemical sensitivity 


A woman disabled by multiple 
chemical sensitivity (mes) 
wants to launch the country’s 
firstscharity) tovhelpother 
people with the condition. 

She hopes the charity will 
secure a grant from a multi- 
million pound trust fund. 

Gillian McCarthy is forced 
by her illness to live in a 
freezing hut in a Somerset field, 
while she waits for her council 
to build suitable housing (see 
DN December). 

She needs to raise up to 
£2,000 to obtain charitable 


status for the Safe as Houses 
Trust, which will carry out 
research and provide support 
for people with mcs. 

She then hopes to apply for 
funds from The Tubney 
Charitable Trust (TCT), set up 
by Miles and Briony Blackwell 
ica I, 

Both Mrs Blackwell, who 
had mes, and her husband, the 
former chairman of the 
Blackwell publishing empire, 
died last year. 

They left £30 million to TCT 
and one of the areas which 


2004 care 


deadline 


Health authorities and social 
services have been given until 
2004 to start working together 
to decide the care needs of 
elderly people. 

The Department of Health 
has issued guidance on single 
assessments which aim to avoid 
elderly people having to repeat 
the same 
different health and social care 


information to 


professionals in order to get 
care services. 

Health Minister Jaqui Smith 
said: “All too often assessment 
is done to older people rather 
than with them, and is often 
duplicated by professionals 
because information is not 
shared.” 

More information: www.doh. 
gov.uk/publications/coin.htm 


charity bid 


could benefit from it is mes. 

TCT. trustee ~Jonathag 
Burchfield said: “We want to 
look into how the charity can 
help, but we are pausing for six 
months to get expert advice so 
we can learn the most effective 
way to provide funding.” 
Information about TCT is 
online at: www.tubney.org.uk 
Nikki Hiscock, Ms McCarthy's 
advocate, can be contacted at 6 
Tor View Avenue, Glastonbury, 
Somerset, BA6 8AE or by 
email at: helper@safeashouses. 
fsnet.co.uk 


LisabilityWebGuide.co.uk 


incorporating: www. disabilitybenefits.co.uk 
information for people with disabilities to include 
Holiday Accomodation, Nursing and Homecare Services 
Care Home & Nursing Home Locator, Car Dealerships, 
Solicitors, Financial Advisors, Mobility Equipment Providers. 


www.accidentlink.com 


Had an accident in the last three years? 
You may be able to claim compensation 
Win or Lose your case you pay nothing! 
visit our website at www.accidentlink.com 
or call us Free on: 08081 727273 


New boss for 


MS Society 


Mike O’Donnovan has been 
appointed chief executive of the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Mr O’Donnovan, 55, spent 
most of his career in consumer 
health care with Beecham 
Products, and was closely 
involved with the merging of 
Beecham with SmithKline. 

He has been personally- 
involved with the society since 
1994 after one of his sons was’ 
diagnosed with the condition. 

He begins work in April. 


Dope | Playground plans 


hopes 


The Metropolitan 
Police will decide 
this month whether 
to extend a scheme 
in which people found in 
possession of cannabis are 
cautioned instead of charged 
across the whole of London. 
The force says it will consid- 
er factors such as how the 
scheme has affected crime in 
the pilot area of Lambeth and 
neighbouring boroughs before 
it decides whether to extend it. 
Andrew Coldwell, of the 
Alliance for Cannabis Ther- 
apeutics, which campaigns for 
decriminalisation of cannabis 
for medicinal purposes, said an 
extension across the city would 
be “a step in the right direction”. 
Yet the Police Federation, 
which represents grassroots 
officers, has told a parliamen- 


tary inquiry into drugs policy 
that the government should 
“reject the urgings of those who 
are calling for the legalisation 
or decriminalisation of so- 
called soft drugs”. 

Meanwhile, GW Pharm- 
aceuticals (GW), which is devel- 
oping cannabis-based medicines, 
has announced a new trial into 
the treatment of cancer pain 
with more than 100 patients 
who have terminal cancer. 

New evidence from clinical 
trials has shown that people 
with multiple sclerosis and 
spinal cord injury treated 
with GW’s medicines showed 
“significant improvements” in a 
range of symptoms. 

The company plans to seek 
government approval for its 
first cannabis-based prescrip- 
tion medicine next year. 


sculpture bid 


A disability activist has 
launched a fundraising cam- 
paign to build the world’s first 
memorial sculpture for disabled 
victims of the holocaust. 

Dr Paul Darke who is behind 
the campaign, had earlier 
spoken on UK Holocaust 
Memorial Day, telling a 
Manchester audience that dis- 
abled people were the first vic- 
tims of the Nazis. Over 400,000 
were gassed or sterilised. Dr 
Darke hopes to raise up to 
£40,000 to pay for the sculpture 
and an education pack for 
schools. The Manchester audi- 
ence included Home Secretary 
David Blunkett, Conservative 
Party Leader Ian Duncan- 
Smith and Liberal Democrat 
Leader Charles Kennedy. 

For more information on the 
campaign, www.the-chair.com 


Charities have welcomed the 
government’s decision to draw 
up guidelines on making play 
areas more accessible. 

Liberal Democrat MP Adrian 
Sanders had been due to intro- 
duce a private members bill on 
the need for inclusive play- 
grounds for disabled children, 
but dropped his plans after the 
government agreed to act. 

Nicola Burrows, develop- 


ment officer of the charity 
Action for Leisure, which pro- 
motes play and leisure for dis- 
abled adults and children, said 
the government’s announcement 
was “really positive”. 

Richard Kramer, Mencap’s 
head of campaigns, said: “We 
are delighted that the govern- 
ment has recognised the impor- 
tance of integrated play towards 
children’s development.” 


Go go Jo: Jo Smyth (centre), who is disabled, was named National 


Millennium Volunteer of the Year in January. 


; he innovative Renault Kangoo lends itself perfectly to a Chairman 
car conversion. Its distinctive styling and compact design provide a 
spacious and practical mobility solution for the wheelchair user. 


With considerable emphasis placed on passenger and driver protection, with a 
reinforced body structure and dnver’s airbag fitted as standard, the Chairman 


Kangoo is a safe investment all round. 


At Gowrings Mobility we understand your mobility needs and offer a rare combination 
of personal customer service and choice of wheelchair accessible vehicles. 


fun, 


JR 


Ww recognised converter 


RENAULT 


Gowrings Mobility Ltd. Bone Lane, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 SUE elseOroe 


practical and 
affordable mobility 


warranty 


sales advisors 


local garage. 


Kangoo promotion and other models 
in the range call the Freephone 
number below, or call our Sales Advice 


line on 01635 529500. 


Nationwide free test drive and 
demonstration service 

3 year no no quibble conversion 
Fnendly and experienced 


All servicing carned out at your 


To find out more about the Chairman 


/v0 tabi li ty “accredited supplier 


“| didnt realise how hard it was 
lifting Olivia and her special 
chair in and out of our old 4 
door car. The Chairman Kangoo 
makes every outing so easy, ! 
find we are going out more 
and more - which is great!” 


Mrs ELAINE SLOANE & OLIVIA, CHESHIRE 


gowrings 
mobility 


a whole world of possibilities 


www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


35529 500RFaxse OT 635 529400 


*£11,900 is a promotional price on the Chairman Kangoo and is subject to availability. **This is a trade mark of Motability registered charity number 299745 
ay] Pricing correct at time of going to press. © Gowrings Mobility 2001 
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10 News 


Screen at birth | Lack of support 
revealed in report 


A charity has criticised the gov- 
ernment for failing to introduce 
screening for deafness among 
all newborn babies in England. 
The criticism came after the 
Welsh Assembly promised to 
introduce the tests this year. 
Current tests are only SO per 
cent reliable and take place 
at eight months, whereas 
Universal Newborn Hearing 
Screening (UNHS) can be 


carried out within 48 hours 


of birth and is near perfect. 
The Royal National Institute 
of Deaf People (RNID) wants 
to introduce UNHS throughout 
England, but the government is 


MAGALI| DEL: PORTE 


Marathon man: Jamie Cuthbertson, 40, of Glasgow became the first visually impaired person to 


to pilot the test in just 22 of the 
100 English health authorities 
over the next three years. 

James Strachan, RNID chief 
executive, said: “If Wales can 
achieve this with ease, why do 
English patients have to wait 
until 20052” 

But he added: “This is great 
news for Wales. The test is 
neither complex nor expensive 
yet it can make an enourmous 
difference to every deaf child.” 


Early diagnosis allows fami-_ 


lies and professionals to work 
with the child before substan- 
tial communication problems 
build up, the charity said. 


compete in the annual 333 kilometre Sahara race late last year. 


Only one third of parents with 
very young deaf-blind children 
receive support to prepare them 
to attend school, a recent sur- 
vey has shown. 

The findings, included in the 
Breaking Out* report, published 
by the charity Sense, were 
released as part of a new cam- 
paign to fight isolation of deaf- 
blind children and young people. 

The campaign Reach Out 
was launched by Lord Ashley 
in January. 

The survey of 166 parents 


showed that less than one in 
eight deaf-blind children of 
school age received support to 
access activities or events with 
other children. Only half the 
parents had any respite care 
arranged by social services. 

Dr Tony Best, Sense chief 
executive, said the charity want- 
ed to “encourage service pro- 
viders to better meet the needs of 
deaf-blind children and young 
people throughout the country.” 
* tel: 020 7272 7774 
website: www.sense.org.uk 


Direct action 
in Manchester 


Disabled campaigners in 
Manchester have staged a 
three-day occupation of a hous- 
ing office and threatened 
another protest if the council 
does not meet their demands. 

A group of about 30 people 
from, the -Direct “Action 
Network invaded the district 
housing office in January. 

They claimed the city coun- 
cil had failed to solve a “crisis” 
in accessible housing and to 
find a safe, accessible home for 
disabled mum Clair Lewis. 

Ms Lewis warned of another 
protest if the council does not 
address the situation. 

A council spokesman said it 
had agreed to a “way forward” 
for Ms Lewis and said there was 
“no crisis” in accessible housing. 


panes 


From top to bottom... 
you couldn’t be in safer hands! 


The stairs are the biggest cause for concern 
when mobility is affected. Our new range 
of ESL Stairlifts has been designed with 
safety, comfort and ease of use in mind. 


Choice of straight and curved stairlifts offers versatility 


in the home 


Ultra slim rail provides the closest fit to the wall, leaving the 


staircase free for others in the home 


Revolutionary new operating lever, designed for easy use 


Wide range of accessories, customised to individual needs 


Palette of contemporary colours to co-ordinate 
with any home 


Nationwide network of surveyors, installers and support staff 


Find out more - call ESL today on 01323 465800 
or visit us anytime at WwWW.eslindustries.com 


Adapting homes by design 


es 


News 
review 


DN rounds up 
news covered 
in the main- 
stream media 
over the last 
few weeks 


Social care anger 
The government is putting 
older people’s lives at risk 
because of its “chronic 
underfunding” of social 
care, it was claimed. 

A report prepared by 21 
organisations that work 
with older people, including 
Age Concern, suggested that 
thousands are denied care at 
home because of social 
services rationing. 

It also claimed that more 
than 35,000 beds have been 
lost in the last three years 
due to residential and nurs- 
ing home closures. 


Researchers hit back 


Doctors and scientists hit 
back at anti-vivisection 
groups by launching a new 
campaign to explain why 
animals have to be used in 
medical research. 

The Research Defence 
Society quoted researchers, 
vets and surgeons, as well as 
patients, who benefit from 
drugs developed through 
such experiments. 


Payback time 

The Ministry of Defence 
apologised after admitting it 
had been mistakenly taxing 
army disability pensions 
that should have been tax 
free since 1952. 

The government has iden- 
tified more than 1,000 cases 
in which it taxed pensions by 
mistake. It will have to refund 
an estimated £30 million. 


Landfill worries 
A report in The Lancet sug- 
gested that babies whose 
mothers live near landfill 
sites have a 40 per cent high- 
er chance of being born with 
a chromosomal abnormality. 
Scientists from the 
London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine exam- 
ined children whose mothers 
lived near 23 hazardous 
waste landfill sites in Europe. 
They found a higher 
chance of chromosomal con- 
ditions such as Down's 
Syndrome if the mothers 
lived within three kilometres 
of a site, compared to those 
living between three and 
seven kilometres away. 
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failure 


A local council has been criti- 
cised after failing to provide a 
support worker to a disabled 
boy for almost five years. 

Shropshire County Council 
paid £1,500 in compensation 
after an investigation into the 
case by the Local Government 
Ombudsman following a 
complaint by the boy’s father. 

Between November 1996 and 
March 2001, the council told 
the boy’s parents to get a pri- 
vate support worker, even 
though it had assessed him as 
needing such support, the 
ombudsman found. 

The boy has hyperactivity, 
attention and coordination 
problems. 

The ombudsman found the 
council had also failed to 
assess the parents’ needs as 
carers. 

As a result of the council’s 
failure to make provision, his 
father claims he and his wife 
have had to give up work. 

The council has apologised 
to the couple and provided a 
support worker. They have 
offered to assess the couple’s 
needs as carers. They are also 
introducing an action plan 
which will go well beyond rec- 
ommendations for improving 
outlined in the 
ombudsman’s report. 


Needs In 
Leeds 


Disability groups in Leeds are 
demanding action to improve 


services 


taxi services. 

The Access Committee for 
Leeds called a meeting to dis- 
cuss the issue with the city 
council and taxi firms as DN 
went to press, after concerns 
about accessible taxis being 
unavailable or turning up late. 

Tim McSharry, secretary to 
the Leeds Access Group, said: 
“We hope there can be some 
mechanism for sharing good 
practice.” 

The move comes after a row 
in December led to a group 
called City Cabs Association 
(CCA) dropping a contract to 
carry disabled people, which it 
held with a community inclu- 
sion scheme called Leeds 
Involvement Project (LIP). 

Wheelchair user Geoffrey 
Brogden, 54, said he waited 
nearly two hours for an accessi- 
ble cab after a LIP meeting. 

But Javid Akhtar, chairman 
of CCA, said taxis never arrive 
this late, and that they with- 
drew after unfounded claims 
about driver attitudes. 


A hee. 


Demolition men: Disabled residents from Sweetland Court 


’ 


Dagenham, watched as their care home was knocked down in 
preparation for a new state of the art development. 
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ror Even more personal 


The Scottish Executive has 
promised to consider extending 
free personal care to young 
disabled people. 

From July, elderly people will 
be able to claim free personal 
care, but charities are worried 
that the needs of younger dis- 
abled people are being ignored. 

Hugh Henry, Deputy 
Minister for Health and 


Community Care, promised 
discussions to see how free per- 
sonal care could be extended to 
young disabled people. 

Kate Higgins, Policy & 
Parliamentary Manager at 
Capability Scotland, said: “We 
welcome this commitment to 
looking at the situation and 
would now call for a clear 
timetable to move this forward. 


EUROPE’S PREMIER MOBILITY EVENT 
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Mobility 


Roadshow 
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Thursday 2oth, Friday 21st & Saturday 22nd June 2002 
Donington Park, near Derby 
Open daily from 10am - FREE admission 


@ unique opportunity to test drive a huge range of 
adapted cars and specialist vehicles on the world 


famous circuit 


e fully accessible exhibition featuring over 200 exhibitors 


e wheelchair & scooter test track: try before you buy 


e impartial advice and information 


e family fun with entertainment, creche and food court 


e go-karts, skid cars, 4x4 driving, outdoor pursuit vehicles 


e ample free parking on tarmac; new compact exhibition site 


e free show guide 


e pre-bookable wheelchair loans 


For anyone with a mobility problem, the Mobility Roadshow 
is the single most useful event you can visit in 2002 


For further details and your Test Drive registration form contact Mobility Choice 
tel: 0870 770 3222 e-mail: choice@gtnet.gov.uk www.justmobility.co.uk/roadshow 
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Research gives heart 


A new £5.4 million research 
centre has brought together 
four of Britain’s top heart dis- 
ease scientists to head a team of 
more than 120 researchers. 

The Heart 


Foundation (BHF) Laborato- 


new British 
ries at University College 
London should help researchers 
funded by the charity to collab- 
orate more closely. 

Around 2.6 million people in 
the UK now have coronary 
heart disease (CHD), a major 


cause of disability and the 


most common cause of death 
in the country. 

Professor Sir Charles 
George, medical director of the 
BHE, which awards £50 million 
a year to heart research, said: 
“Our four, key researchers 
at UCL will be working side by 
side to take research back to 
basics and help piece together 
the jigsaw of the causes of 
cardiovascular disease.” 

The charity also launched a 
new 


computer programme 


which can estimate the risk of a 


person having a heart attack. 

The lifetime cardiovascular 
risk assessment programme can 
display the potential benefits of 
different treatments. 

Meanwhile the BHF has 
published statistics showing the 
largest ever drop in deaths from 
(Chm t DB? 

There were 124,037 deaths in 
2000, a drop of 13,000 a year 
since 1998. 

3ut the BHF said that this 
was due to better treatment 
and not healthier lifestyles. 


World beater: Former deputy prime minister and one time heart 
patient Michael Heseltine (/eft), at the launch of the BHF 
Laboratories with Professor John Martin, a BHF chair. 


HIV rise|Scans speed diagnosis 


The number of people diag- 
nosed with HIV is continuing 
to rise, according to new 
figures. 

So far, authorities are aware 
of more than 3,330 reports of 
new diagnoses of HIV during 
2001, an increase of 17 per cent 
on 2000. 

The figures from the Public 
Health Laboratory Service 
suggest that the number of 
people living with an HIV 
diagnosis may rise from about 
23,000 in 2000 to almost 
34,000 by 2005, an increase of 


47 per cent. 


Invatravel are 
agents for superior Baetsoead 


portable telescopic alloy 
wheelchair ramps from £195.00. 


NEW VW 


Brain scans can help produce a 
much earlier diagnosis of multi- 
ple sclerosis (ms), researchers 
have found, leading to hopes of 
improved treatments. 

Researchers, “trom the 
Institute of Neurology in 
London carried out MRI (mag- 
netic resonance imaging) scans 
on 71 people with symptoms 
of the condition. 

After an average follow-up of 
14 years, 88 per cent of those 
people who had abnormal MRI 
results had developed ms, 
against 19 per cent of those 
whose MRI results were normal. 


Nicola Russell, director of 
services for the MS Trust, said: 
“This study proves that MRI 
scans can accurately detect 
areas of damage within the 
brain and spine and this, 
together with other diagnostic 
procedures, may help to 
increase the speed of diagnosis 
for many people with ms. 

“This will allow them to 
receive drugs at an earlier stage 
which will potentially increase 
their efficacy and could have 
far-reaching implications in 
terms of improving their quali- 
ty of life.” 


Balanced learning 


A charity has cautiously wel- 
comed claims that a series of 
balance and co-ordination 
exercises can dramatically 
improve the learning ability of 
dyslexic children. 

Researchers claim that three- 
quarters of those taking part in 
a study improved their reading, 
writing and spelling after six 
months on the Dyslexia, 
Dyspraxia and Attention 
Disorder (DDAT) regime. 

The programme uses a series 
of exercises, including throwing 
bean bags or balancing on balls. 


Creating new horizons with Invatravel 


Caravelle 


Caddy 


passenger 


As a long established 
company, Invatravel has 
years of experience providing 
for the needs of people 

with disabilities. 


e Various access options available 
e Rear access, ramp or lift, including 
lowering suspension 
Prices from £17,950 on the road 
e Conversions for independent drivers 
Underfloor ramps or hydraulic side lifts 
e G-way drivers seat, remote door 

and lift operation 


e Power steering and driver's airbag 
e Tinted glass, electric windows 

and door mirrors 
e Remote central locking 
e 1.6 petrol or 1.9 SDI or TDI 

diesel engines 
e Lowered floor for rear ramp access 
e Seats up to four plus wheelchair 


e Prices from £13,595 ‘S’ model 
to £14,490 ‘SE’ model 

e ‘SE’ model includes air-conditioning 
and metallic paint 


HIGHLINER 58" ACCESS HEIGHT 


It was developed at the 
DDAT centre in Kenilworth, 
Warwickshire, which offers 
private treatment. 


DDAT is due 


a string of new centres at 


to open 


locations including Chelsea in 
London, Glasgow and Wales. 

A spokesman for the British 
Dyslexia Association said: 
“Early seem. tobe 
interesting”. 

If successful, the programme 


signs 


could “complement, but not 
replace” existing educational 
provision for dyslexic children. 


INVATRAVEL 
CONVER SLOIN SSE TD: 
Established 1983 


97 Lytham Road, 
Southport, 
Merseyside PR9 9UG 


Telephone: 01704 506608 
Fax: 01704 506607 
E-mail: sales@invatravel.com 
www.invatravel.com 


Wwww.scoot.co.uk/ 
invatravel_conversions 


Caddy now on 
contract hire scheme 
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Commercial 
Vehicles 
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Dartman: Tony aims for the bullseye 


Haemophilia and arthritis haven't stopped Tony David from 
becoming an international darts champion. Rod Hermeston 
goes down under to hear his story 


ony David takes it well 

when I drag him away 

from his girlfriend to 
do an interview at 10.30pm 
Australian time. 

The drawling voice at the 
end of the phone shows 
elation at his recent success. 

Tony, who has haemophilia 
and arthritis, has just won the 
Embassy World Professional 
Darts Championship, beating 
the best players in the world. 

He is the first Aussie to win 
the tournament in its 25-year 
history, and certainly the first 
disabled person. 

“T’m still over the moon,” he 
says. “I haven’t come back down 
to earth. It is a very difficult 
tournament to have won.” 

It is only nine years since 
Tony, 34, from Townsville in 
Queensland, first stepped up 
to the oche. 

And his success could not 
have been predicted. His parents 
were told that children with 
Tony’s condition did not survive. 
His mother was open with him. 

“She told me I would 
probably be in a wheelchair by 
the age of 12 and that I might 
not live beyond 17. I knew that 
from about age five.” 

As a child, he needed five 
operations on his knee to 
reduce internal bleeding in the 
joint. He needed 13 bags of 
blood and it left him with a 
limp. He cannot straighten one 
of his arms. 

It was not long before new 
blood-clotting drugs came along 
to help. But life could still be 
unpleasant. He recalls kicking 
and screaming when given 


injections during a hospital 
stay, and he eventually needed 
hypnotherapy to help him cope. 
His childhood was tough for 
his parents too. His brother 
also has haemophilia, and there 
was a temptation for them to 
wrap the children in cotton 
wool. There were frequent 
hospital stays. 
Despite the difficulties, he 
feels that having haemophilia 


4 


' 
fies 


j Speedo 
& Clock 


has shaped his personality. 
Strangely, he says: “To a certain 
extent, my blood disorder has 
made me what I am today. And 
it is probably a better me.” 

For instance, he was bullied 
at school but knew he could not 
retaliate. It taught him to find 
different strategies. 

Tony is a bit unusual in the 
darts-playing world in other 
ways. He went to university 
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The wizard of Oz 


where he first did teacher 
training before converting 
to a Bachelor of Arts. 

He admits that he didn’t 
really want to go to university, 
and went on to work as a 
waiter in a casino. 

Eventually he had to quit 
work and take a disability 
pension. It was while he was 
sitting about in a local club that 
three blokes asked him to make 
up the numbers in a darts 
match. He scored one hundred 
on his first try. 

The other men thought 
he was pulling their legs when 
he said he had never played 
before. But they soon realised 
he didn’t have a clue about the 
scoring and tactics. It was 
natural talent. 

By 1996, he was number one 
in Australia. 

And in January this year, he 


for long periods of time. If I 
have a bleed in my right arm, 

I cannot throw the darts. I have 
to look after myself.” 

He’s chuffed to bits with his 
achievement, which wowed the 
British audience. 

But nothing can compare to 
the starry-eyed adulation that 
he gets from his five-year old 
son, Alexander, who has been 
practising darts since he was 
two-and-a-half. Tony couldn’t 
get his trophy out of 
Alexander’s hands when he 
brought it home. 

“He’s as proud as punch. He 
carried it about everywhere we 
went the other weekend. He said 
to me: “When I’m big enough 
I’m going to win it, daddy.’” 

His girlfriend Natalie, who 
he has been seeing since 
November 2000, is chuffed too, 
and is behind him 100 per cent. 
After all, she is woman’s darts 
number one in Australia. 

But victory has its own 
problems. While he has just 
heard that his disability 
pension will not be affected by 
his prize money, he is stil] 


‘To a certain extent my blood disorder has made me 
what | am today. And it is probably a better me.’ 
A LT I A STE MAE INE NIE ILE EOE RO TERT WRU RRL SAL 1 YEE PEI 


took the Embassy, beating 
Mervyn King of England 6-4. 

The stats are impressive. 
Tony scored the highest 
number of 100-plus scores in 
the whole championship; 26 of 
them were 180s. 

It earned him a £48,000 prize. 
He had to prepare for the 
matches with regular injections. 

“If I have a bleed in my right 
knee, I’m not able to stand up 


Manual or Power Base, front 

or rear wheel drive 

Superb comfort seating 

Tilt in space powered or manual 
Paediatric, junior & adult sizes 


waiting to see if the taxman is 
as generous. As it is, British 
taxes snapped up 20 per cent of 
his winnings. 

But financial headaches 
aside, he doesn’t have many 
complaints. 

He will be back at the 
Embassy championships next 
year to defend his title. 

And I certainly wouldn’t bet 


against him. 
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On the wrong arm of the law? 


When Stephen Downing’s murder 
conviction was quashed in January, the 
police’s frequent failure to understand 


disabled people was highlighted again. But 


things may be changing, says John Pring 


hen Stephen Downing 
was arrested and 
questioned about the 


murder of office worker Wendy 
Sewell in 1974, he was 
interrogated by police officers 
for eight hours. 

Downing had a learning 
difficulty, but the officers 
neither cautioned him nor 
allowed him access to a 
solicitor. 

During those eight hours, 
Downing signed a confession, 
which he later retracted. He 


of witnesses and suspects with 
a learning disability. 

But he also said: 
“Unfortunately, in reality, it is 
rare for people with a learning 
disability to be considered 
credible witnesses or treated 
with due sensitivity by the 
police.” 

So have the police improved 
the way they treat disabled 
people since 1974? 

Margaret Kennedy, a trainer 
and consultant on disability 
and abuse, thinks the police 


$e; 
oasis 


PRODUCTS 


a 


have always believed that Top of the bill: A recent episode of ITV’s The Bill was praised for its “sensitive” handling of disability 


disabled people do not make 


was subsequently convicted, 
and spent 27 years in prison, 


but always maintained his credible witnesses. police behaved in an “uncaring, He is particularly impressed all too often be fatal and 


innocence. He finally had his 
murder conviction quashed in 
January this year. 

Ironically, eight days later, 
Mencap praised ITV police 
drama The Bill for its 
“sensitive” handling of a 
storyline in which officers 
questioned a pregnant teenager 
with Down’s Syndrome who 
they feared had been raped. 

Richard Kramer, Mencap’s 
head of campaigns, applauded 
the show’s “excellent 
portrayal” of how police 
should handle the questioning 
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“| Bought Mum a Mangar ~ 
FOR PROVEN RELIABILITY & QUIETNESS” 


THE STRUCTURED SUPPORT OF 
The Portable Mangar Bathlift 


If you have reasonable upper body 
strength, LIE DOWN NATURALLY 
with the Mangar Handy Bather 


“T think this has permeated 
into the psychology of police 
officers,” she says. 

She thinks specialist training 
is vital, particularly in 
interviewing technique. 

Kathryn Stone, director of 
Voice UK, which helps people 
with learning disabilities who 
have been victims of crime, said 
her charity’s experience of the 
police has been “mixed”. 

Some families have found the 
police “very sensitive, 
thoughtful, helpful and 
supportive”. Others say the 


>» THE CHOICE IS YOURS 
SELECT WHICH BEST 
SUITS YOUR NEEDS 


| would like a free demo {1 
Please tell me about other Mangar lifting aids a 


unkind and unjust way”. 

The National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship (NSF) runs regular 
training sessions for police 
forces, and surveys of its 
members consistently give the 
police a higher satisfaction 
rating than social or health 
workers. 

Paul Corry, media manager 
for the NSE said: “The 
overwhelming response of our 
members is that the police do a 
very difficult job in very difficult 
circumstances and make a 
success of it most of the time.” 


with the willingness of senior 
Metropolitan Police (Met) 

officers to work more closely 
with the voluntary sector and 


tragic.” 

Svenja Schaper, helpline 
manager for Respond, which 
provides counselling and 


‘It is rare for people with a learning disability to be 
considered credible witnesses or be treated with due 


sensitivity by the police’ 


mental health professionals. 
But he adds: “The difficulty 
with the police’s work with 
people with mental illness is 
that often it is in a crisis 
situation and when something 
does go wrong the results can 
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psychotherapy for people with 
learning disabilities who have 

been sexually abused, believes 
that “things have changed, but 
very slowly”. 

Police officers rarely receive 
the right awareness training, 
she says, and many learning 
disabled people still have “a 
fear of not being believed”. 

The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) has 
been in discussions with the Met 
about improving deaf awareness, 
but because of the way the police 
are structured it has found it 
“very difficult” to introduce 
training in forces across the 
country. 

Brian Lamb, the RNID’s 
director of communications, 
said: “Frequently there is a 
shortage of sign language 
interpreters and lack of deaf 
awareness, resulting in 
confusion and serious distress.” 

Alec Love, former head of a 
Met child protection team and 
now a child protection 
consultant, believes the police 
have improved and are doing 


From 5 to 50 stone “the best they can”. 


Part of this improvement, he 
says, is due to the government’s 
No Secrets guidance, published 
in 2000, which provided codes 
of practice for local authorities, 
the health service and the police 
to work together to protect 
vulnerable adults from abuse. 

And last September, the 
Association of Chief Police 
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Officers (ACPO) produced 
guidelines on disability 
designed to help forces comply 
with the Disability 
Discrimination Act*. 

They include sections on 
access and disability awareness 
and advice and information 
from disability charities. 

Katherine Impey, equal 
opportunities officer for 
Lincolnshire police, who played 
a senior role in preparing the 
guidelines, said they were about 
building on progress already 
made. 

She says: “I do not think the 
police have been dragging their 
heels. A lot of forces have been 
doing a lot of work.” 

She points to Leicestershire, 
Norfolk, Herefordshire, and 
Nottinghamshire forces, which 
have all devised schemes to help 
disabled people. 

West Midlands 
has recently 
introduced a 
scheme which 
allows people 
with hearing 
impairments to 
send information to 
the police via a 
mobile telephone 
text messaging service. 

The Met also seems to be 
taking improvement seriously. 
Its Diversity Directorate now 
treats crimes against vulnerable 
adults as hate crimes — 
alongside racism, homophobia 


~ and domestic violence — if the 


disability is the motive for the 
attack. 

Detective Constable Tracey 
Hunt (above), who joined the 
directorate last year, wants to 
encourage more disabled people 


Claiming 


to report crimes. “Disability 
doesn’t mean inability to say 
what has happened to you,” she 
says. 

Offences against people with 
disabilities are greatly under- 
reported, and she is 
particularly concerned about 
crimes against disabled people 
by people who provide them 
with domiciliary and 
residential care. 

She is developing a training 
package for fellow officers and 
wants disabled people to 
contact her with both good and 
bad experiences of her force. 

A review of progress made in 
incorporating the ACPO 
guidance is due in September. 

“Nobody’s perfect,” says 
Impey, “and nobody would say 
they were, but I think from the 
work we did on the guidelines 
that people are 
making strides in all 
the right directions. 
I think it is paying 
dividends.” 

But until 
comprehensive 
disability awareness 
training is 
introduced into 
every force in the 
country, the scenario outlined 
in The Bill is likely to remain 
more often fiction than fact. 

* Providing a Quality Service to 
People with Disabilities and 
Older People is available free 
from the ACPO press office on 
020 7227 3405/06 

Tracey Hunt can be contacted 
on 020 7230 4374 or at: 
tracey.hunt@met.police.uk 
Margaret Kennedy can 

be contacted at: 
mk@emkay-disab.demon.co.uk 
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Glenn Howard 


lenn Howard was 

sectioned under the 
Mental Health Act when he 
walked out of hospital. 

The hospital asked the 
police to declare him a missing 
person and explained that he 
had probably gone home to 
feed his tropical fish. 

Shortly after officers arrived 
at Howard’s flat and tried to 
detain him, there was a scuffle. 


Ben Turner 


en Turner is profoundly 

deaf and has a sight 
impairment and a learning 
disability. His mum, Sue, a 
vice-chair of the charity Sense, 
remembers a trip they took 
into town together when he 
was 17-years-old. 

They had an argument in 
one of the shops and Ben 
disappeared. His mum 
reported him missing to 
the police. 


Mary Butler 


even years ago, Mary 
Butler (not her real name) 
told her mother that she had 
been sexually abused by staff 
at a residential home. 
Mary, who has Down’s 
Syndrome, was 15-years-old. 
The initial investigation, by 
police and social services, was 
opened and closed in a matter 
of hours. It took persistent 
complaints by Mary’s parents 
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At some point he collapsed 
and fell unconscious. He died 
on | January, 1999, after 
spending nearly 13 months in a 
coma. At the inquest, the jury 
returned a verdict of accidental 
death, and, against the 
coroner’s advice, said his death 
was partly due to “excessive 
restraint”. 

The Police Complaints 
Authority recommended that 
four Metropolitan Police 
officers should face disciplinary 


Fortunately, one of her other 
sons soon found Ben at a nearby 
bus stop and brought him back 
to his mother and the police 
officer, who had so far been 
extremely helpful and polite. 

Mrs Turner says: “Ben was 
still fairly stroppy and signing. 
At which point, the policeman 


over several years to force a 
second joint investigation, 
which found evidence that two 
members of staff who worked 
at the home may have sexually 
abused a number of children. 

Mary has now been 
receiving counselling for 18 
months and still suffers from 
vivid flashbacks. 

Her father, a member of the 
charity Voice, which helps 
learning disabled victims of 
crime, says there were “years of 


charges of neglect of duty and 
three more should receive 
advice from a senior officer 
about their conduct. The force 
has yet to hold the hearings. 

In the wake of the case, the 
National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship urged police forces 
in the UK to improve mental 
health awareness training. 

Chief executive Cliff Prior 
said: “There was no need for 
Mr Howard to die. It was an 
avoidable tragedy.” 


said: ‘These people should not 
be let out on the streets. They 
should be locked up.’” 

The incident happened 
12 years ago, but she worries 
that something similar could 
happen again, and is worried 
how her son might react. 

“T think he gets all these 
negative vibes from the police. 
I think if there was an incident, 
he would not co-operate with 
them and therefore make 
things much worse for 
himself.” 


posturing” by the police before 
anyone took the case seriously. 

He believes the case was 
dropped because officers knew 
it would be hard to secure a 
successful prosecution. 

“Our experience when she 
first disclosed the abuse was 
nothing short of appalling,” he 
says. “The police have to get 
the crime rate down. They 
have a shopping list of 
priorities, but where are our 
children on that list?” 
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The South West's best collection of quality used cars 


Volkswagen Transporter 1.9 TD, May 2000 X reg, 11,400 miles, 4 seats & large wheelchair, 
electric lift as new. £13,995 
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A second class refuge 


Disabled asylum seekers and refugees are an under-represented and unkown group. Rod Hermeston reports 
on the struggle faced by those entering Britain to escape persecution and sometimes death 


hey are sometimes 

portrayed as invading 

hoards who just want to 
take British jobs and claim 
British benefits. 

But asylum seekers and 
refugees frequently have 
harrowing tales to tell. For 
them, this country represents 
a haven from persecution and 
even death. 

Yet many disabled asylum 
seekers see only the uncaring 
face of Britain. 

Dr Keri Roberts, a research 
fellow at York University’s 
Social Policy Research Unit, 
says: “There is no official 
source you can use to identify 
who disabled refugees are and 
how many there are. The data 
is just not there”. 

She has made estimates 
that range between 5,000 and 
26,500. And she fears that the 
lack of information about 
disabled asylum seekers and 
refugees is being used as an 
excuse to avoid providing 
services. 

As part of her ongoing 
research she has interviewed 
39 disabled asylum seekers 
and has identified some of the 
problems they face. 


The National Asylum 
Support Service (NASS) has 
been responsible since 2000 
for asylum seekers who can 
show that they are destitute. 

The government claims full 
account is taken of disabled 
asylum seekers’ needs when 
they first enter the system. 

They are put in emergency 
accommodation when first 
arriving in the UK and are 
then “dispersed” around the 
country while they await a 


ROD HERMESTON | 


decision on their future. 

Accommodation can be 
inappropriate. People with 
mobility impairments are 
sometimes put in second floor 
rooms which they have to share 
with strangers, says Roberts. 

But if they turn down a 
place which NASS deems to 
be appropriate, support is 
withdrawn. 

This can be a particular 
problem for some disabled 
people if they are sent to cities 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, disgestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


The Genie - Ingenious! 


Further information from 

Easy Care Products Limited. 

Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 
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Karzan Amin (left), 43, had both legs broken during torture before 
he fled Iraqi Kurdistan. 

He was not able to see a doctor until three months after he arrived 
in Britain. When he was dispersed to Sunderland there were no friends 
to support him. He also fell foul of the voucher system. 

“T could not travel around because I did not have a bus pass and 
I was supposed to walk around with my crutches to find which 
supermarkets took vouchers.” 

He has only been given exceptional leave to stay in the UK. That 
means he cannot bring his wife and children over. He now lives in 
London on the third floor of a hotel, with 100 stairs to climb, when 
as often happens, the lift breaks down. 


Falah Mahmood (right), 25, also comes 
from Iraqi Kurdistan. He fled and came 
to Britain in 1999 after his family were 
poisoned and he was injured by bullets. 
When he arrived, an Essex GP would not 
register him or provide an interpreter. 
He has exceptional leave to stay and 
now lives in Ilford renting a shared flat, 
but his mental health problems make 


this difficult. 


vouchers, says Roberts. 

The Home Office insists that 
the needs of disabled asylum 
seekers are taken into account 
at the outset. 

A spokesperson claimed, for 
instance, that disabled asylum 
seekers are already placed in 
clusters of people from their 
own ethnic backgrounds who 
can support them. She says: 
“We work towards placing 
people together where there is 
some kind of support network 
for them.” 

But Fenney insists the system 
is not sensitive enough to meet 
the needs of disabled people. 

“T just don’t think there has 
been any serious thought given 
to the needs of people with 
disabilities,” she says. 

“It needs much better 
liaison between NASS and 
local authorities. If local 
authorities cannot provide, 
then they need to consider 
where the communities are 
which might support a 
disabled person.” 

So what is being done to 
change the situation? 

The government plans to | 
phase out vouchers and to 
offer board and lodging in a 
network of accommodation 
centres. A white paper on this 
and other issues was due to be 
published as DN went to press. 

Fenney welcomed the plans 
to scrap the voucher scheme 
but says that disabled asylum 
seekers are still not being given 
enough money. . 

It seems there is a long | 
way to go before the needs 
of disabled asylum seekers 
will be met. 


where they don’t have friends 
to provide care, says Roberts. 

While local authorities have 
a duty to carry out community 
care assessments, many people 
are not told. When they are 
told, authorities can simply 
fob them off, she adds. 

Alison Fenney, head of 
policy at the Refugee Council, 
says that there is a lack of 
clarity over who has 
responsibility for meeting the 
needs of disabled people. 

If authorities decide, for 
instance, that a person needs 
to be rehoused, NASS says it 
will not pay for that. The 
Home Office argues this 
situation is unlikely to arise 
because appropriate housing 
is already provided. 

Fenney says: “I think the 
best way of doing it is for 
NASS to contract with local 
authorities and pay them for 
housing costs and subsistence 
costs, while the authority 
should pay for any additional 
assistance costs.” 

Another problem is that 
unlike refugees who have been 
given permission to remain in 
Britain, asylum seekers cannot 
claim benefits including 
Disability Living Allowance. 

And instead of receiving 
other benefits, asylum seekers 
are issued with vouchers to 
meet their living expenses. 
These can only be spent in 
certain shops. 

That means that people 
with mobility problems who 
cannot apply for a free bus 
pass may be forced to trust 
people who they do not know 
to go out and spend their 


Finding the right new or used wheeelchair access vehicle needn't mean spending a fortune. 


Howard Samuels, now with Aspect Conversions has been providing help, advice and 
practical assistance for disabled customers for over 15 years. And for over 10 years our 
service has included a dedicated supply of wheelchair access vehicles to suit a variety of | Home demonstrations and a variety of purchase and lease plans are available 


budgets and tastes. on both our new and used models, all of which will be carefully explained. | /Yotability | 
We believe choosing the right vehicle to suit your needs should be a pleasure, nota task. With friendly, courteous and efficient after-sales care you can be confident 


at wee. : that from start to finish you are “Safe and Sound in every Aspect” 
This is why we try to make every stage, from your initial contact to delivery of your new 
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No small Fiat 


Vehicles that let a wheelchair user ride in front are few and far 
between. Last month, Conrad Hodgkinson and Christine Barton 
reviewed the Chrysler Entervan. Now they’ve discovered the 
Fiat Multipla — and it’s cheaper 


isabled people are 
used to disappointment. 
How often have you 


visited a roadshow or dealer- 
ship, convinced you will see 
some new piece of equipment 
or adaptation that will make a 
real difference to your life? And 
how often have you come away 
depressed and disappointed? 

It has happened to us so 
often that Brotherwood’s neat 
and practical conversion of the 
Fiat Multipla comes as 
something of a shock. Access 
to the front passenger position 
for almost any manual or 
power wheelchair, for less than 
£20,000? It sounds unreal. 

To be fair, credit must go to 
Fiat for having the courage to 
produce the radical and 
innovative vehicle on which the 
adaptation is based. Compared 


to my expectations, the 
Multipla looks distinctly odd 
with its high scuttle and chunky 
rear end —a bit like something 
out of Wacky Races. 

The Multipla was designed 
to pack the maximum interior 
space into a body no larger than 
a family hatchback. In fact, 
rather like the Tardis, it appears 
bigger on the inside than the 
outside. The gearshift has 
moved to the dashboard and the 
handbrake is now on the right- 
hand side of the driver’s seat, 
giving maximum interior space 
for passengers and luggage. It is 
to Brotherwood’s credit that 
they spotted the potential in this 
layout and used it to excellent 
effect with their “side-by-side” 
conversion. 

The Multipla is slightly wider 
than a standard saloon car, 
allowing Brotherwood engineers 
to remove four of the 
original six seats on 
_ the passenger 
® side and 


lower the floor right up to the 
passenger footwell. Wheelchair 
access is through the rear door. 
A short, simple, fold-down ramp 
allows a wheelchair to be pushed 
or driven into the vehicle. 

However, what makes the 
conversion unique for a vehicle 
of this size is that the 
wheelchair passenger sits in the 
front beside the driver with 
plenty of headroom (S6in) and 
an unobstructed view through 
the windscreen. How long have 
we waited for this? 

So what is the Multipla like 
to live with? My partner 
Christine and I had the 
opportunity to try the vehicle 
on several occasions. 

Christine uses three different 
wheelchairs depending on where 
she is going: a manual, a rear 
drive Twister and a big Invacare 
GS24 Pro power chair with a 
Recaro seat for outdoor work 
and travelling long distances. 

Using the ramp was no 
problem with any of the chairs. 
Brotherwood have maximised 
the width of the lowered floor 
area, achieving a remarkable 
31in. Avoiding the rear 
suspension required a slight 
dogleg, which can make 
reversing out of the vehicle in a 


ret 


power chair slightly fiddly. 
While it was possible to use all 
three of Christine’s chairs in the 
Multipla without major 
problems, turning the large 
front castors on the Invacare 
was a tight squeeze. 

The Multipla comes with 
two levels of trim and two 
different engine options — a 1.6 
16 valve petrol unit and a 1.9 
direct injection diesel. The basic 
SX version (described here) 
comes with ABS, three airbags, 
central locking, a sophisticated 
trip computer and electric 
height-adjustable driving seat. 
The ELX version adds alloys, 
climate control and double 
electric sunroofs. Prices with 
conversion range from £19,987 
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CONRAD HODGKINSON 


for the SX 1.6 petrol to 

£22,455 for an ELX diesel 1.9. 
The Multipla is available on the 
Motability scheme. 

On the road, the Multipla 
is nippy and manoeuvrable, 
although engine noise can be 
obtrusive at higher revs. 
Visibility is excellent for both 
driver and passenger, which 
may be a shock to wheelchair 
passengers used to seeing the 
back of someone’s head. 

The gearchange is short and 
precise, although the position of 
the lever on the dashboard and 
forward of the steering wheel 
takes some getting used to. 

So what are the 
disadvantages? In relation to 
the conversion itself, very few. 
The adaptations are creatively 
planned and executed to a high 
standard. And there are some 
neat touches, like retracting 
front wheelchair restraints that 
can be drawn out and fixed 
before entering the vehicle. 

The main question relates to 
overall size — even the Tardis has 
its limits. Once the wheelchair 
passenger is on board, there is 
only one other passenger seat, 
although an additional folding 
seat will be available shortly. 
Our problem would be the 
amount of equipment we need 
to take with us when we go 
away overnight. However, 
Brotherwood are keen to make 
individual adjustments where 
practical, such as providing a 
mounting point to secure a 
folded manual wheelchair. 

Unfortunately, Fiat do not 
offer, and have no plans to 
offer, an automatic option. 

But if space is not a problem 
and you are looking for a 
wheelchair accessible vehicle at 
around £20,000 with the option 
of sitting up front, it will take a 
lot to beat this Multipla. 
Brotherwood Automobility 
tel: 01935 872603 
e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com 
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New year, same deal 


Last year, Douglas Campbell slammed the service at petrol stations. One year on, he’s having to do it again 


from Shell apologising and 
trying to explain the problem. 
I was given no answer as to 
what I should do in future, nor 
any confidence that it won’t 
happen again. 


500 sites signed up. 
Remember that the big oil 
companies that ignore our 


making their petrol the odd 
penny dearer than the big sites. 
DN would like to hear from 
readers who have had the same 


kind of experiences. Address/ 


needs are often the same ones 
who charge smaller garages 
more for their bulk supplies, 


at the problems of disabled 

drivers and petrol stations. 
Long enough, you would think, 
for the operators of petrol sta- 
tions to get their act together to 
ensure that they meet the needs 
of people like myself, as well as 
comply with the Disability 
Discrimination Act. 

Our needs are straight- 
forward. We need assistance to 
fill up with petrol or diesel and 
in taking payment to the till. 
Even if another customer will 
do the filling up part, you can 
hardly give them your credit 
card to go to the cashier! 

The bad news is that the big 
oil companies that still control 
a huge share of the petrol 
stations do not seem to care 
what happens when a disabled 
driver pulls in. Their attitude 


: tis a year since I last looked 


displayed my fluorescent yellow 
“HELP” sign, which shows the 

wheelchair symbol. At this, the 
cashier announced that she was 
alone and could not assist. 

I was in a dilemma. The 
warning light for my petrol 
tank was shining brightly, as I 
had used a lot of petrol coming 
down from Manchester. I knew 
it would be unwise to drive too 
far without fuel and I did not 
know of other garages in the 
area. And it was possible they 
too would be unhelpful. 

I drove up to the shop door 
and eventually was able to 
speak to the cashier, who 
repeated what she had already 
publicly announced and was 
unable to suggest an alternative 
petrol station. She claimed her 
manager had gone to the post 
office. I insisted she contacted 


‘Perhaps the companies concerned would listen to us 
if we urged other motorists to boycott their petrol 
Stations. Have they forgotten that disabled people 
spend over £1.25 billion on road fuel every year?’ 
ea I ee 


appears to be totally arrogant 
and solely concerned with their 
profits. 

Only a couple of days ago, 
I drove into the Shell petrol 
station on the AS trunk road 
at Cannock in Staffordshire. It 
was lunchtime on a Friday and 
the adjacent roundabout was 
busy; so was the petrol station. 
As I pulled up to the pump, I 
was pleased to see a service call 
receiver in the window next to 
the cashier. I set this off four or 
five times, but the cashier 
ignored it each time. I then 
sounded my horn and 


her employers and seek advice 
and she then came back to say 
that she would assist me as 
soon as the site was quieter. 
Lhad no choice but to wait a 
further 15 minutes until she 
could assist me. 

You might think this was an 
unfortunate incident and that 
Shell would be keen to 
apologise and explain what 
went wrong. Soon after leaving 
the petrol station I telephoned 
their customer services and 
asked that a senior manager 
contact me on Monday. On 
Wednesday I did receive a call 


In case you think this 
problem is unique to Shell, it 
isn’t. On a weekday afternoon 
in December, I was driving 
between Oxford and Swindon. 
I drove into the BP petrol 
station near Farringdon. The 
story was almost exactly the 
same as at the Cannock Shell. 
BP, once the pride of Great 
Britain, also no longer seems 
to care. 

Is it time that we sought the 
support of other motorists in 
our campaign for these oil 
companies to meet our needs? 

I feel sure that most motorists 
would be horrified if they knew 
the problems these companies 
are causing to disabled drivers. 
Perhaps the companies 
concerned would listen if we 
urged other motorists to 
boycott their petrol stations for 
a week. Have they forgotten 
that disabled people in the UK 
spend over £1.25 billion on 
road fuel every year? 

DN will be contacting the 
oil companies. They have until 
the next issue to respond with 
an answer to these points. 

Meanwhile, some companies 
do care. I wrote about the 
commitment of Welcome Break 
to meet the needs of disabled 
drivers at their petrol stations. 
Last week, I called in at their 
site near Leicester. The service 
call worked and the cashier 
promptly dispatched the duty 
manager to assist me. Not only 
did he happily fill my tank, he 
also fetched some mints for the 
journey north. 

Not all petrol stations are 
controlled by big companies. 
Over 6,000 are independently 
operated. These make up over 
50 per cent of the garages in the 
country and are often in rural 
areas. They may also be the 
village shop and even the post 
office. Nearly 3,000 of them 
have started to work together 
for mutual support under the 
“Garage Watch” name. 

One Garage 


pPp a ee 
Ne i Watch initiative 
Ne will introduce the 
Wee “Happy 2 Help” 


scheme. Soon, 
posters will appear at those 
garages that help disabled and 
elderly drivers with refuelling. 
Clearly these businesses 
recognise that it makes good 
business sense to offer help. On 
launch day, they hope to have 


e-mail address on page 2. 
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Thousands of products guaranteed to 
improve your quality of life 


Naidex, the UK's largest disability and 
rehabilitation event, has joined forces 
with Kid-e-Quip, the UK’s leading event 
dedicated to children with disabilities. 
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Improve your quality of life. 
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www .naidex.co.uk or 
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20 Parent’s voice 


‘| said | would go to the press 


When Gerald McCarthy withdrew his son from special school, 
he hadn't anticipated the fight he would have to ensure Paul 


received the support he needed 


ur son Paul started 


school in a local nursery. 


Although he was bright, 
he needed more physical care 
than they could provide, so 
they arranged for my wife and 
me to meet the head of the 
nearby special school, 
Brookfield House, at 
Woodford Green, Essex. 

We were worried that once 
he was in special school, Paul 
might never return to 
mainstream education, but 
we were reassured when the 
head promised that Paul’s 
placement would be 
reviewed regularly. 

So it was, but the school 
always seemed to focus on 
Paul’s physical needs, largely 
ignoring his social and 
intellectual development. 
When we tried to discuss this 
with the head, we were met 
with generalisations. Paul’s 
needs were skirted around and 
he never seemed to be involved 
in the reviews. 

We were told in glowing 
terms of Paul’s progress. He 
was well liked and got on with 
teachers and support staff. He 
was the star of the school play 


and would do well in his 
GCSEs; he might even make 
three grade Cs. Sadly, it was 
unlikely that the school 
would be able to offer him 
‘XY level courses. 

By the time Paul was ten, 


we had grown increasingly 
uncomfortable with his 
schooling. He had no peer 
group and could only relate to 
staff. We knew community 
services were developing to 
support children like Paul in 
mainstream education, but the 
school wouldn’t agree to his 
return there. 

One day, Paul’s teacher was 
absent and was replaced by a 
supply teacher who had 
recently retired from special 


needs education ina 
neighbouring borough where 
integration was the norm. She 
saw us privately and was quite 
“Paul shouldn’t be 

she said. “You should 


direct. 
here,” 
take him away. Insist on a 
mainstream place for him.” 

The head was most 
uncooperative and insisted 
Paul would fail in a 
mainstream school. We 
persisted, and arranged a 
place in a local junior school, 
which our other children 
had attended. Fortunately, it 
was generally accessible and 
the staff included some family 
friends. But we were worried 
they mightn’t understand 
Paul’s needs, making life 
more difficult. 

When he started there, it 
was obvious Paul was a long 
way behind in the three Rs, but 
he caught up quickly. However, 
the local education authority, 
Waltham Forest, seemed 
unable to organise the support 
Paul needed. 

The assistant director of 
education, responsible for 
special needs, refused to answer 
letters, was unavailable on the 


‘The struggle doesn't end at school’ 


GERALD MCCARTHY 


Here we go again: Paul (above) continues the fight for support at 
university that his dad Gerald (above left) began 


seen before came knocking to 
see if he could go out to play 
and he did. They set up a local 
football team which he could 
take part in. He had to be 
rescued several times, when 
his buggy turned over in the 
woods. He became part of the 
local community, not just 


phone and never returned calls, 
even to the head teacher. 
Although the school found 
volunteers to enable Paul, they 
were frustrated by the lack of 
cooperation from the borough. 
When he transferred to the 
local comprehensive, things 
got worse. 


Paul McCarthy comments: 
“The events described by my father will come as 
no surprise to people who understand the 
workings of local education authorities. 
However, I would like to sincerely thank the 
workers, voluntary or at best underpaid, for 
their unstinting help. 

The struggle for assistance needed to 
facilitate academic work does not end at school. 
While academic staff have been universally 
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In the end, I wrote to the 
chair of the education 
committee explaining our 
problems and ending with my 
trump card: I was a party 
activist, a long standing member 
of the local bench, treasurer of 
my local Scope group and a 
senior local government officer 
with contacts in high places. I 
had tried every reasonable 
avenue and failed to make 
progress. If the chair couldn’t 
do anything I would go to the 
press. I felt incredibly 
uncomfortable about using my 
position in this way, but there 
seemed to be no other option. 

The reaction was truly 
amazing. The invisible 
assistant director was waiting 
on our doorstep when 
I arrived home the next 
evening — incredibly helpful, 
even ingratiating. 

We made progress, not as 
much or as fast as we would 
have liked, but it was much 
better than before. 

Over the years, we could 
never let up in our struggle to 
get the support Paul needed in 
mainstream education, yet he 
stayed and thrived. He made 
friends; children we’d never 


some odd kid who got ona 
council bus every morning 
and disappeared. — 

Was it all worth it? Paul 
picked up seven GCSEs at 
grade C and above. After 
collecting three ‘A’ levels, he 
went to university and was 
awarded a first in Economics, 
winning the Course Tutors’ 
Prize. Last year he completed 
an MA in International 
Relations at Nottingham 
University and now he’s 
working on a PhD in European 
Enlargement at Leeds, with the 
possibility of lecturing at his 
college later this year. 

Paul loves the academic life, 
and there’s no doubt that he’s 
master of his own destiny. He 
goes to pubs and clubs, shops 
and football matches. 

I often wonder what he’d 
be doing now if the head of 
Brookfield House had had his 
Way; sitting at home, with 
visits to Chingford skill centre, 
perhaps? Oops, no: Waltham 
Forest is trying to shut that 
down now, so perhaps just 
sitting at home. Of course it 
was worth it. 

Gerald McCarthy is chair of 
the charity Scope. 
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A Brotherwood conversion 
is much more than 
just skin deep 


A =‘ Important 
» date for 2002 
The 
Mobility 


Vehicle Roadshow at 
conversions are ~ DONINGTON 
very different although the Bee pe tree 


base car may be the same. 


Those customers who choose to visit the a 
factory have the opportunity to look “beneath * 
the skin” and see for themselves the detailed 
quality workmanship that goes into each individual car. 


Design starts by sitting 

the wheelchair on the level 
with comfort and dignity for the passenger 
being the main priority. Simple loading 
and tested security systems 
makes life easy for the 
partner/carer/driver. 


VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN 

Sharan With standard roof 
(54” headroom) 

from £26,264.40 


(2.0 'S’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 


e 


Including raised roof 
(59” headroom) 


from £27,714.40 


(2.0 ’S’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 


Whether you choose to 
travel with your partner 
or family - 


Brotherwood conversion of 

the Volkswagen Sharan. 

V.C.A. Type Approval No. 
THEMARK 06 NOUALTY LC326/A/027 Ext. No.1 


Brotherwood conversions deserve a closer look! 


FIAT MULTIPLA 
Multipla from £19,987.00 


- Petrol 1.6 SX - Manual 5 speed or Diesel available. Low & level floor through 


RENAULT KANGOO 
Kangoo from £14,081.26 


- Petrol 1.4 Authentique - Manual 5 speed or Automatic, Diesel available. 


Low SLevel floor (61” flat floor conversion) with 58” headroom 


Brotherwood conversion of the 

Renault Kangoo. Diesel and 

Automatic available. V.C.A. Type 
THE MARK OF A AMLETY Approval under application. 


to forward position with 56” headroom as standard roof. 


CITROEN BERLINGO 


° 
| in m act from fs 1 ) A0 Brotherwood conversion - Citroén 
Ber go Co Pp ¢ 3 19 97 4 Berlingo, 3 door V.C.A. Type 
- 14i Petrol Forte - Manual 5 speed, Low & Level floor chi pie aera 
eae |YPe PRO 2 S Fiat Multipla in current development 


_»> Cs & test programme. V.C.A. Type 


THE MARK OF A QUALITY i application. 
poten Approval under applicatior 


BROTHER Wy QOD Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT 6QP ner NON ie more details and availability, on 
e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com +» www.brotherwood.com Tel: O01 935 872603 or Fax: 01935 872853 


NEW OR USED e SHORT & LONG TERM HIRE e FINANCE ¢ INSURANCE ¢ AFTER SALES SERVICE e BUY-BACK SERVICE 


| g. , rf 
“SWheelchair Accessible | S Motability 
Vehicle Converters ACCREDITED: 


Association 


» “W Brotherwood conversion of the 
(61” flat floor conversion) with 57” headroom 


Joey . Pep eers. E' ee aaa | a ae at Pye | nm atiAn an iseypa ran 
/isit our we W.bro} therwood.com for m information on our comp! 
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ILLUSTRATIONS CLARE CURTIS 


Send your letters to the editor 

Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Motability: profit and choice 


The claim that Motability 
Finance only makes 0.85 per 
cent interest on Motability cars 
(DN October) is nonsense. Their 


/ 


annual percentage rate on used 
cars can be over 35 per cent. 

Motability is a charity and 
in its constitution there is 
nothing to stop it using other 
finance companies to finance 
vehicles, yet it always uses 
Motability Finance Ltd (MFL). 
Why, when there are other 
finance companies who could 
do it cheaper? 

MEL is not a charity; it is a 
consortium of five large banks. 
Handing over the business to 
them “lock, stock and barrel” 
can, in my opinion, only mean 
a worse deal for disabled 
motorists, especially those like 


myself who need larger vehicles 
to carry power wheelchairs, 
which require large deposits. 

I have just put down a 
£5,500 deposit on a Honda 
CRV on contract hire. For the 
next three years MFL will get 
my higher rate mobility 
component of Disability Living 
Allowance, currently £38.65, 
with two increases in 2002 and 
2003. That roughly adds up to 
£11,500. The Honda CRV Auto 
I have leased only costs around 
£18,500. 

In three years’ time, the 
vehicle goes back to MFL, who 
will sell it for at least £11,000. 

So MEL are getting £22,500 
for an £18,500 vehicle — not 
an 0.85 per cent profit. 

Jim Allison (email) 


My Motability lease starts and 
ends at an exact time and date, 
so unless I am willing to be 
without a car, hoping a partic- 
ular model will come down in 
price, Iam limited to what is 
available on changeover day. 
When I was due to change 
my car last time (I wanted a 
VW Polo), I had a nil deposit. 
But by the time the paperwork 
came back from Motability I 
was told there was a £750 deposit. 
Both myself and my wife are 
disabled and we could not 
afford an initial payment for 
any car. We were lucky the new 
dealer worked really hard to get 
one quickly, but we were still 
left without a vehicle for a week. 
Michael Bayliss 
East Lulworth, Dorset 


Visiting the City of London? Get a dispensation 


While having an argument 
about a parking ticket in the 
City of London, I found out 
that although orange/blue 
badges cannot be used, you can 


ring the Corporation of 
London (tel: 020 7332 3553/4) 
and ask for a dispensation cer- 
tificate which can be displayed 
with your badge for one day 


only and entitles you to park in 
the City of London. If they can 
do it, why not others? 

Peter Budgen MID, MIMIS 
Barming, Kent 


Not sociABLE in Cornwall 


In July 2001 I was excited to receive a grant from the Millennium 
Awards for £4,744. I started a project that I called sociABLE, to 
organise events for those with a physical disability. 

The first event, in September at Truro Bowl, was supported 
by 30 people at £6 a head, and everyone seemed to have a good 
time. Able-bodied friends and colleagues also attended so there 


was a good mix. 


My second event in November was to be at a hotel in St 
Austell. A comedienne, live band, buffet meal and free transport 
from all over Cornwall — all for £8 each. 

Why, then, was there so little support? My small committee — 
three of the five of us were disabled — worked hard. After selling 
only nine tickets and with a week to go, I cancelled the evening. 

I spent a long time considering the pros and cons and 
made the tough decision to return the funding and abandon 


the project. 


Perhaps it is a myth that disabled people want the same as 
able-bodied people? Maybe they are just happy with their lot. 
I am very sorry that when those living in Cornwall had the 
opportunity to have some fun, they did not seize the moment. 
I’m 23 and have a disability myself. I thought I would be able 
to offer fun and good company at social events which I find are 


so important for my self-esteem. 


Lee Freeman 
St Austell 


Lt 

Ripped off? 
About six months ago I sent a 
cheque off to an advertiser in 
DN for a pair of special shoes. 
Despite many calls each result- 
ing in a good excuse and promise 
of immediate delivery, my order 
has not been delivered but my 
cheque has long since cleared. 

The advertisers are Betterfit 
Comfort Footware of Swadling- 
cote, Derbyshire. Has anyone 
else had difficulties with this 
firm or am I just unlucky? 
Trevor L Kent 
Gerrards Cross, Bucks 


We know of two other readers. 
Are there more? — Editor 


Warm air drying 


Warm water washing 


AUTOMATICALLY 
THE BEST! 


Clos-O-Mat provides flushing, 
washing with warm water and 
gentle drying with warm air 

— all in one simple automatic 

operation. It eliminates the 

need for assistance and 
restores privacy and dignity 
to those unable to cleanse 
themselves manually, 

e The most popular 
shower/toilet in daily use in 
Britain and Europe. 

® Ideal for installation in 
hospitals, institutions and 
private homes. 

e Can be customised to suit 
individual users. 


e Special twin spray model 
available. 


e First class after-sales service. 


SURVEYS AND DEMONSTRATIONS 
WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


Reply to: Dept. DN, TOTAL-HYGIENE LIMITED, 
Bank House, 182-186 Washway Road, 


Sale, Cheshire M33 6RN. 


email: enquiries@total-hygiene.co.uk 
Fax: 0161-973 2711 Website: www.clos-o-mat.com 


FREEPHONE: 


DisabilityNow March 


0800 374076 


2002 


az 
www.sidhil.com 


ORTOPEDIA 


AT LAST 


MEYRA, the best selling 
mobility range in Europe is 
available across the UK 


For a free brochure and price list please contact: 


Sidhil Limited, Sidhil Business Park, 
Holmfield Industrial Estate, Shay Lane, 
Halifax, HX2 9NT 


Tel: 01422 233000 Fax: 01422 233010 


Email: mwillcox@sidhil.com 


Scooters - 3 & 4 wheels 


Manual Wheelchairs - 
NHS, Paediatric, 
Active, Sports 


Electric Wheelchairs - 
Adult, Paediatric, Indoor, 
Outdoor, 4, 6, 8 mph 


Sjeunlh wih SeiMaeh=pcseyh Glu lowes te eee oo a ee 


Asperger ignored 
I was overjoyed to see the 
autism features in January DN. 
The outcome of psychiatrists 
and GPs not being trained in 
Asperger is that parents are not 
supported at all, leaving people 
with autism out in the cold. 
People with Asperger face 
barriers in trying to claim 
Disability Living Allowance 
and parents face financial 
hardship as well as difficulties 
in every area of officialdom. 
The long term consequences 
are evident in seeing persons 
with Asperger incorrectly 
diagnosed in psychiatric 
hospitals and plied with 
unsuitable medication, which 
in turn leaves them with a 
further long term disabling 
condition. 
Maureen Erdwin 


Three Mile Cross, Berkshire 


by Dan Batten 


Bone idol 

ITV’s Pop idol 

runner-up Gareth 

Gates was picked on by Daily 

Express columnist Charlie 

Catchpole because of his 

stammer. Catchpole claimed 

that the 17-year old had scored 

millions of votes from viewers 

of the show “because they felt 

sorry for him”. He went on to 

joke that if Gareth had won 

and made an acceptance 

speech, “News at Ten would 

have to be moved to midnight”. 
Even if Gareth did need 

more time to speak, it would be 

worth it to hear genuine joy 

rather than the tired gags of a 

lazy hack from a paper that backs 

the EASE access awards. 


je’ 


Drive directly from your own wheelchair 


It’s unique, a fully automated Drive from Wheelchair solution is here - Suzuki Life and 
it is set to revolutionise the lifestyle options for many with disabilities. 
It's a car, take a look for yourself and you will hardly be able to spot the difference 
and what's more neither will anyone else. But on the inside it is very special indeed. 
Fully automated, remotely controlled tailgate and fold out ramp systems give 
instant access to the radically modified lowered floorpan - right up to the driving 
position where the wheelchair is automatically locked down. Press the button to close the 
tailgate, press another to release the handbrake, engage the automatic gearbox and you're away. 
Just 30 seconds or so, including time for you and your two passengers to put on their seatbelts. 


“ Making Li @ alittle easier “ 


... and our range of “Liberty” wheelchair 
accessible vehicles is legendary 
The aim at Jubilee is to provide the best engineered products in the UK along with the very best value for money. 


Our Liberty Range is widely acknowledged as being the most innovative and well built mobility vehicles ever seen. 
Why compromise on style and comfort ? Now you can enjoy the ultimate travel experience ; whatever your needs. 


The dream 


..... 1S NOW a reality 


Mercedes Benz V Class NEW Seat Alhambra & Suzuki Wagon R+ 


Wheelchair accessible Juxury MPV Wheelchair accessible Juxury MPV Wheelchair accessible cars 
from £21,995 on the road from just £19,795 on the road from just £9,995 on the road 
Drive from wheelchair luxury MPV 

§ t and NO Bec » Mobillt Finance Deals 
from just £29,995 on the road 7. a ESS lama Hse AEE ecko ie 


No compromise, wheelchair accessible motor cars from the people who really care 


ewe’ 0121 502 2252 2a 


Or visit our website www. jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, (2 miles from junct.1 M5 or junct.9 M6 Motorway) 
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24 VP Holidays 


There's no better way to beat the winter blues than taking a short Easter break. DN highlights three of the best... 


Venice 


Keith Jansz is impressed by the ‘great 
attitude’ in magical Venice 


enice does not seem 
the most likely destina- 
tion for a wheelchair 


user, but for an artist it is the 
ultimate inspiration, a city 
that has been immortalised by 
the world’s greatest artists — 

I had to go! 

We travelled from the 
airport by adapted taxi as our 
hotel, the Santa Chiara, was 
at the end of the causeway 
linking Venice to the main- 
land. A more stylish and 
expensive option would have 
been an adapted water taxi, 
straight from the airport. 

The Santa Chiara has 
excellent facilities, including a 
wheel-in shower big enough to 
throw a party in. But being on 
the outskirts meant that we 
needed to catch a vaporetti, 
or water bus, to get around. 

It was no great hardship, 
travelling up and down the 
Grand Canal. The vaporetti 
are easy to get on and off, with 
plenty of willing hands to 
help, although this would be 
much harder had I travelled in 
my power chair. Depending on 
our destination, we selected 
which number “bus” we 
should catch and where to 


disembark, our principal 
objective being to avoid the 
bridges which traverse the 
hundreds of canals. Whilst not 
impossible, the bridges were 
very hard work for my wife 
and our friend, Jani, to cope 
with, but we found locals and 
tourists alike offered help 
when they saw us struggle. 

Venice itself is magical. 
Sitting at a canal side restau- 
rant or at a café in one of the 
many squares, just watching 
the world go by, was one of 
my greatest pleasures. In a city 
where locals are outnumbered 
by tourists we enjoyed playing 
“suess the nationality” — why 
are we Brits always so badly 
dressed? It was great to see the 
familiar buildings for real and, 
inside, the churches, palace, 
museums and art galleries are 
magnificent, with a surprising 
effort being made to allow 
wheelchair access. On a couple 
of occasions I| was installed, 
chair and all, in a weird 
contraption which proceeded 
to climb upstairs — nerve- 
wracking, but it worked. 

Since we were staying in 
Venice for eight days, we also 
decided to travel further 


Caroline and Colin Northover 
invite you to stay at 
Tregoninny Farm near Truro (2 miles) 
for bed and breakfast. 


Very secluded and peaceful working farm 
with recently converted barns specifically 
designed for disabled access and needs. 


(All categories) 


Most rooms en suite, TV, tea-making etc. 
Beautiful panoramic views over unspoilt 
countryside from the dining room. 


Ideal base for exploring Cornwall. 
@ Eden Project 
e Heligan Gardens 
e North and south scenic coastline 
All rooms non-smoking. Cot available. 
Rates from £20pp + VAT 
Weekend and short breaks November-March 
Discount for group bookings. 

Tel: 01872 520145 Fax: 01872 264406 
email: caroline.northover@btinternet.com 
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afield. One day we took the 
train to nearby Padua. 
Apparently, we should have 
organised my travel the day 
before but were permitted to 
travel anyway, just needing to 
specify our return train time in 
order to ensure that the appro- 
priate staff were there to assist. 
The Italian rail system is a bit 
complicated but very cheap, 
and the train we used had 
great disabled loos. 


s a holiday destination 
we found that Jersey 
was enjoyable and 


accessible for everyone, 
including disabled holiday- 
makers like ourselves. 

My husband, Donald, and I 
stayed at the Hotel Maison de 
Landes near St Ouens Bay. It is 
a hotel that caters specifically 


On a roll: Access in Venice is surprisingly good. 


Another day we took a 
ferry ride to the island of 
Murano, home of the Venetian 
glass industry for hundreds 
of years, and Burano. The 
tiny island of Burano is known 
for its brightly coloured 
houses. It was of particular 
interest to me as it was a 
favourite holiday haunt of 
Erich Stegman, the founder 
of the Mouth & Foot Painting 
Artists for whom I paint. 


for people with varying levels 
of disability. We found the 
staff to be exceptionally 
helpful and the meals served 
in the hotel were of a very 
high quality. 

Car hire was easy (even 
though I needed an automatic) 
and it can be an inexpensive 
way of seeing the island if you 


We had a lovely, leisurely lunch 
on Burano, next to a quietly 
lapping canal. 

Our trip to Venice was 
fantastic, and made especially 
enjoyable because of the 
great attitude of the Italians 
towards disabled people — 
helpful, polite and often even 
affectionate. 

Venice itself is a mixture of 
sea air, faded grandeur and 
fantastic light, with a unique 
atmosphere. It can be expen- 
sive, but by avoiding the main 
tourist areas we found great, 
reasonably priced places to 
eat, and a weeks’ pass for 
the vaporetti was very good 
value. 

On our final day we decided 
to blow the last of our lire at 
one of the outrageously priced 
cafés in the Piazza San Marco. 
We sat in the square, sipping 
our Bellini cocktails, being 
serenaded by the cafe’s string 
quartet, planning how soon 
we could return. 


INFORMATION 


A seven night stay in Venice 
in a double room with bed — 
and breakfast, flying with 
British Airways from a 
Gatwick airport, will cost 
from £424 per person with 
ATL Holidays. ATL also 

offer long haul trips to South | 
Africa, America and Cana e. 


-aswellasaselectionof 


cruises and inland holidays. | "i 


‘Tel: 08702 416127, website: 
www.atlholidays.com — 


drive a manual geared car. 
Jersey is a small island, 
around nine miles long, 
with scenic roads and breath- 
taking coastal viewpoints. 
The coastline varies from long 
crescent bays of clean sand to 
rugged cliffs and stony 
outcrops where large white- 
topped waves crash constantly 


Hi 
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Dublin 


Chris Hoban discovers that a weekend 
in Dublin just isn't long enough 


walk with one or two 

crutches depending on how 

my problem knee feels. 
Dublin has a large spread out 
airport and anyone with walk- 
ing difficulties definitely needs 
to book wheelchair assistance 
to avoid exhaustion. 

I flew out with my husband 
on the midday flight in a small 
15 seater plane and was 
delighted to see the sun 
sparkling over Morecambe 
Bay and the Irish Sea. 

At Dublin the airport 
wheelchair assistant whisked 
us away from the baggage 


carousel loaded with our cases. 


He sped away over the road to 
a waiting airport shuttle bus. 
There the driver lowered the 
coach so that I only had a few 
steps to negotiate and we were 
off. The driver was a mine of 
information and told us not to 
rely on taxis being available, 


The most scenic 
of the Channel 
Islands makes a 
good base for 
exploration, says 
Margaret Lees 


— great for photographers. 

Jersey has many interesting 
tourist attractions. Particularly 
worth a visit is the lavender 
farm, which opens mid May, 
and the Bouchet Agateware 
Pottery in St Ouens village — 
the only agate pottery 
producer in the world. If 
you want to spend, 


especially at night when they 
are few and far between. 

Our hotel was close to the 
Lansdowne Road rugby stadi- 
um. It was Victorian and pleas- 
antly furnished with antiques 
that were in keeping with the 
high ceilings and spacious 
rooms. Our room was on the 
same level as the dining room. 

Although we knew when 
we'd booked that there was no 
lift in the hotel, we hadn’t been 
told that there was a long flight 
of steps from the street up to 
reception. If I’d known, I might 
not have chosen the hotel. My 
advice is that if you’re planning 
to stay in any of the Lansdowne 
Road hotels and you have 
mobility needs, check accessi- 
bility levels with the hotel first. 

The full day we had in 
Dublin was awash with sun- 
light so we opted to take a City 
Tour open top bus. This was 


the Jersey woollen mill is a 
shopper’s delight and you can 
browse for hours in St Helier. 
A popular day trip is to San 
Malo in France. The ferry 
leaves from St Helier and the 
journey was straight-forward. 
The ship was walk on (or 
wheel on, in my case) and 
there were lifts to the seating 
area where there was a duty 
free shop and a place to buy 
snacks. The journey took an 
hour and a half, giving us six 
hours to explore San Malo. 
San Malo is a beautiful old 
walled town with narrow 
cobbled streets, some 
of which are steep and 
would be hard work 
for those pushing 
wheelchairs. The 
quality of food both in 
San Malo and Jersey 
was high — and relatively 
cheap, with main 


ra 


courses costing 


around £6. 


Ya 


Fair city: The home of Molly Malone is picturesque and vibrant. 


good fun. The tour guides 
added their own stories to the 
commentary and the Irish 
humour kept me chuckling all 
the time we were away. 

The tour was extensive, giv- 
ing us a good idea of the layout 
of the city and we were able to 
get fantastic views of the mag- 
nificent Georgian buildings 
with their iron balconies. 

Molly Malone’s statue is 
prominent in the city centre. 
Everyone will remember the 
song about her, but the lyrics 
don’t mention that she had a 
second job at night. She was, 
apparently, rather ill dressed for 
the normally wet Dublin cli- 
mate, with her plunging neck- 
line, and the locals remember 
her as: “The tart with the cart”. 

The tourist information 
centre is built into an old church 
and is the place to arm yourself 
with leaflets. There are pews 
from the original church to sit 
down in, which was essential for 
me. There are illuminated 
information screens and there is 
a lift-accessible café upstairs. 


In general, we found Jersey 
to be disabled-friendly and we 
would definitely spend another 
holiday there. 


The Maison des Landes 
Hotel is purpose built for 
disabled guests, their families 
and helpers. It can provide 
specialist equipment, includ- 
ing hoists, electric beds, 
wheelchairs and commodes. 
Rooms cost between £36 and 
£45 per person per night. For 
more information tel: 
01534 481683 or email: 
maisonlandes@ 
localdial.com 


Downstairs there are good 
quality Irish products and 
postcards sold at realistic prices. 
I bought a silver Celtic cross to 
remind me of my visit. This was 
my one-stop-shop for the holiday. 

You can go by bus to Phoenix 
Park and the zoo, quite a way 
outside the city centre. The bus 
passes the Prime Minister’s resi- 
dence where you can see the gas 
light which burns at all times to 
welcome home immigrants and 
welcome tourists to the city. 

We returned to the city in 
the evening after a rest at our 
hotel, intending to visit an Irish 
pub, to see traditional dancing 
and drink some Guinness. But 
the weather was far too good 
to sit in a crowded pub, so we 
strolled down the River Liffey 
watching the sun go down over 
its many bridges. 

We will have to return to 

visit all the sights we missed. 
I would like to see “Dublina”, 
a look back at life in mediaevel 
times, and the National 
Gallery. 

At the airport the next day 


we were surprised to be met at 
the boarding gate by a fire 
services ambulance. I thought 
they must be short of vehicles, 
but on opening the doors, I saw 
why we needed the qualified 
helpers to escort me onto the 
plane. We were to travel back 
on an old six seater! 

I managed to get myself up to 
the cabin of the plane and screw 
myself into the back luxury 
leather seat maintaining my 
dignity because I was wearing 
trousers, but a young teenager in 
a skimpy skirt was less fortunate! 

All through the trip, people 
were very kind and I cannot 
wait to go to Dublin again. 


INFORMATION 


Chris stayed ina B & B on the 
outskirts of the city and paid 
£60 per person per night. 
Details of accommodation in 
Dublin with maps and virtual 
tours can be found at 
www.visitdublin.com Further 
details from the Irish tourist 
board, tel: 0207 493 3201. 


t Adventure Holidays Thailand 


Catering for the disabled & less able 


Our dedicated staff will be with you 24hrs a day to — 
take care of all your special needs and will make 
sure that your holiday is one of a life time 


www.adventure-holidays-thailand.com © 


E-mail: staff@adventure-holidays-thailand.com : 
Phone: +66 1 371 4354 & +66 38 412 275 
Office +66 38 233 502 | 
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26. TV? Holidays 


The cream of the travel crop 


You know you want a break, and you've pencilled in a week away. But where do you go and what packages 


are available? Dan Batten serves up another tasty selection of travel treats 


eee travelling to foreign 
climes with Virgin Holidays, 
why not take advantage of 
some of the special services 
they offer to disabled 
holidaymakers? These include 
assistance at the airport, early 
boarding and tactile safety 
demonstrations. They also 
provide Braille safety 
demonstration cards for 
visually impaired people and 


duty-free magazine. 

Tel: 01293 744271 or e-mail 
special.service@Qvirgin. 
holidays.com 


f you fancy seeing big game 

animals in South Africa, 
taking a two week cruise 
around the northern capitals of 
Europe or sampling the 
delights of the Devon 
countryside, then let Chalfont 


Line be your guide. They offer 
a variety of care packages, from 
basic assistance to an exclusive 


supply a range of medical 
equipment for use at your 
destination. To make the long 
flight less tiresome, you can option which gives you one to 
watch a film with closed one care throughout your 
holiday. There’s also good news 
for electric wheelchair users, as 


Chalfont’s Millennium coach 


captions on a TV watchman 
using a loop system, or you 
can peruse the Braille 


EILDON HOLIDAY COTTAGES 
Melrose, Scottish Borders 
Dingleton Mains, 

Melrose TD6 9HS 


Holiday Care Award Winner 
Tourism for All Category 1 
Scottish Tourist Board 4 stars 


Six award-winning, modern, 

self-catering holiday cottages. 

Five of the cottages are Tourism 

for All Category 1 (unassisted 

wheelchair access). Access is easy and level throughout. In each of the 
cottages there is at least one bedroom with shower room or bathroom on the 
groundfloor. Two of the cottages have hoists, and one of these is kept 
“allergy-free” (no smoking, no pets, feathers etc). Both disabled and able 
bodied guests will be equally comfortable. Open April to November. Walking, 
fishing, cycling, golf. One hour from Edinburgh. 


Apply: Mrs Jill Hart Tel/Fax: 01896 823258 
Website: www.aboutscotland.co.uk/eildon/cottages.html & 
email: EHCottages@btinternet.com 
Rates: £175 to £610 per cottage per week (depends on size of cottage and season). 
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TACKLE THIS! <>’ 


J Do you dream of being by a river, concentrating sole-ly on catching fish? If I 
that idea hooks you, you could win three days fishing on the River Doon in 

I Scotland and four nights stay at the luxurious Turnberry hotel (one runner-up 

I will receive two days fishing and three days stay). All this is courtesy of i 

I Clos-o-Mat. Fill in the form below and you could land a monster prize! 


I 
j I 
OPEN ONLY TO PEOPLE WHO ARE DISABLED I 

| Please complete the competition form and forward it to: Total Hygiene/ | 
| Clos-o-Mat, Bank House, 182-186 Washway Road, Sale, Cheshire M33 6RN I 
I 


MCE sO, a 2 Rt ee 
ee ee oO 
eS I 
Wastes. © Pai. Tel NO oie cat ee ! 

jy Age Male L) Female] = Wheelchair user L] Prnbulant L) 4 | 

I Helper needed - YES/NO I 
Please advise Whee Weevil beg quired as sccammdedeusete sean ating 
ig Bother ree. Ee fe id ons EE I 

| Wheelchair accessible hotel room required Yes LJ No) | 

I Loan of fly fishing tackle Yes} Nol) \W/ 


meter retirees ner nr a I 
eR I 
I Please tick the correct answer to the question below: I 


I When the female salmon moves into the river, she makes her way to the I 
I spawning grounds where she builds a nest to lay her eggs in. 


How many eggs does the female salmon lay? I 
l About 2000 L) about 50001] — about 10000 L] I 
| Entry to the Clos-o-Mat competition is free to all disabled persons. There is no monetary value connected | 
| to this prize and no correspondence will be entered into. The prize is not transferable. Clos-o-Mat will | 
I draw the winning entries at their headquarters. All winners will be notified by phone or post. 1 


__ FINAL ENTRY DATE 6 MAY 2002 
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Youreable.com has some useful 
advice on what to ask for when 


has dry cell battery charging 
facilities on board. 

Tel: 020 8997 3799 or e-mail 
holidays@chalfont-line.co.uk 


sorting a policy out, including 
eligibility criteria, how 
degrees of disability affect 
premiums and what policies 
will not cover. 
www.youreable.com 


D": know what questions 
to ask when sorting out the 
dreaded holiday insurance? 


SPECIALIST RESPITE CARE BREAKS 


For people with disabilities 


Blackpool Holiday Centre 
15th — 21st June 2002 


South Downs Holiday Village, Nr. Chichester 
23rd — 27th September 2002 


Entertainment every evening including music, competitions and cabaret. 
Wide range of daytime activities inc. handcrafts and beauty care. 
Visits to local places of interest. 

Trained and experienced helpers. 

Medical and nursing advice if required. 


£180 per person, full board inc. VAT and insurance (ex travel) 


Further information and bookings 


Call 020 8390 9752 and quote DN2 


Or write to Rosemary Mcintyre, MBE, Holidays with Help, 
4 Pebblecombe, Adelaide Road, Surbiton, KT6 4LL. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


UCL Me de ee ow eg gees gg 


0” company that can do 
you a good policy deal is 
Travelcare Limited. One call to 
their freephone medical 
helpline and you will find out 
whether you can be covered and 
details of any special terms | 
involved with your policy. A 
few easy questions later and 
you should be covered and 
ready to go, without any need 
to speak to your GP. 

Isn’t that refreshing! 

Tel: 0800 181532, e-mail: 
info@travelcare.co.uk | 


f you are taking a holiday in 
Britain or Ireland, the 
RADAR guide to Holidays in 
Britain & Ireland could help. 
It has detailed information on 
over 1,300 places to stay, 
including guest houses, self- 
catering accommodation and 
centres where specialist service 
and care is provided. The guide 
also includes information on 
advice services, voluntary and 
commercial organisations 
and transport. 
£8, Tel: 020 7250 3222 or 
visit www.radar.org.uk 


Hes Care can help sort 
out problems you may 
encounter when planning your 
holiday. They provide 
information on holidays at 
home and overseas and about 
everything else you can possibly 
think of, including reserving 
accessible accommodation, 
guides to holiday funding and, 
for the more adventurous, 
finding adventure holidays. 
Tel: 01293 774535 or visit 
www.holidaycare.org.uk 


f you area 

stranger ina 
strange land, , : 
you might Te 
rightly ae | 
wonder 
where on 
earth you 
are. Take 
a rough 
guide 
map with you 
and you’ll be able to find 
your way anywhere from the 
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam to 
the Eiffel tower in Paris. 
If you’re not au fait with the 
local lingo, a rough guide 
phrase book could be 
helpful, and stop you 
ordering snails when all you 
wanted was a plain old ham 
and mustard sandwich. 
Available from all good 
bookshops or visit 
www.roughguides.com 


To Helsinki 
and Hamburg 


When you live in Harwich, the continent is virtually next door. 
Jenni Meredith took the opportunity to pay a visit to Finland 
and Germany, and tells DN readers what she found 


TONY MEREDITH 


Life’s a beach: Jenni assesses the wicker furnishings in Travemunde 


iving in Harwich puts 
me in striking distance 
fame of both Stansted airport, 
with flights to most of Europe, 
and the DFDS ferries to 
Cruikshaven, near Hamburg. 

It didn’t take me long to try out 
the routes. 

My husband and I flew 
Buzz to Helsinki and took a 
taxi to the Grand Marina 
Hotel. Helsinki is clean and 
sedate, although Finns 
find it busy. Twenty per cent 
of Finland’s population lives 
there. Then again, only 5 
million people live in Finland. 

Everywhere you turn, you 
find water. On the city 
outskirts is a large parkland 
which we explored before 
taking the bus back to the 
centre, which boasts the 
Kiasma Gallery. We explored 


a 
a 
| 
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their contemporary art 
collection, much of which 
can be viewed on interactive 
computer terminals. 

Eating out in Helsinki is 
relaxing. Most restaurants are 
spacious, with ample room 
between tables. Food is much 
the same price as in England. 
While I didn’t go for much of 
the richer Finnish dishes, I 
found plenty of tasty snacks 
and starters. 

Finnish design was all 
around, with shops offering 
designer chairs and classic 50s 
lamps. The quayside market 
bustled with colourful crafts, 
woven scarves, felt hats, knitted 
jumpers, jewellery, carved 
animals, and hand-made pots. 
A covered market behind large 
wooden doors offered cheese, 
olives, pickled mushrooms, 


and 20th century art. 

We travelled on to Rostock, 
where we found people 
preparing for a street festival. 


On Saturday, the town centre 


swarmed with a well-behaved 
crowd. A 70s-style band 
boomed music from amplifiers 
outside the library, while folk 
dancers and a brass band 
entertained at the other end 

of the street. 

Favourite festival fare is 
baked potatoes and endless 
varieties of sausage cooked on 
giant suspended woks. 

Even if it is just to sample 
a different pace of life, Rostock 
is worth a visit. The town 
centre has a gothic university 
and ornate church that houses 
an intricate astronomical 
clock. Tall ships berthed along 
the quay are a short walk away. 

By the moorings, we found a 
circus project with residential 
caravans offering workshops 
for disabled people. 

We managed a brief visit 
to Germany’s famous seaside 
resort of Warnemunde, then 
travelled an hour along the 
coast to Lubeck. 

Lubeck has berths for tall 
ships, their furled sails reflected 
in the river. It also has a Baltic 
coast resort, Travemunde, 
where we took the bus to see 
the deserted beach set with a 


dried and smoked fish and 
international wines. 

At the National Art 
Museum, I managed to catch 
some of the Disability Film 
Festival and admire the 
collections of Impressionist 


grid of wicker bathing shelters. 
From here, you can take ferries 
to Scandinavia. 

We came upon a weekend 
street festival, with potato 
ovens and sausages. A bit like 
Rostock, but without pop 


With two eerchare teu seat 
sizes, Wizard has been 
specifically designed to 
provide powered mobility for 


, children aged from two years 
, through to adolescence. 


| Compact in size and with front 
} wheel drive, Wizard is easy and 


' safe to control indoors, and is 


F great fun when used outside. 
A powered seat offers recline, 


seat raise for out of reach 
access and lift and tilt which 
lowers sufficiently to enable 
the user to gain easy 
independent access. 


Lateral supports together 
with adjustable seat depth 
_and back height maintain 
- good posture control 
i and allow for glow 


or write to: 
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groups or dancers. It was 
more of a village fete. 

Lubeck’s Puppet Museum, in 
a cobbled back street, has an 
impressive private collection 
that spans several centuries. 

It has marionettes from Java, 
Asia and Europe. The art 

gallery hosts a young Italian 
artists’ exhibition and the 
gallery garden was a welcome 
respite from the traffic noise. 
Thomas Mann’s house is also 
a big attraction. 

But Lubeck is mainly a place 
to enjoy river walks and admire 
the boats. If it is art collections 
or large shops you want, 
you really need a city like 
Hamburg, our last stop before 
taking the ferry home. 

Hamburg is a city of 
canals and bridges, monorail 
metro and great galleries and 
museums. They still remember 
the Beatles: their faces look out 
from all bookshop windows. 

Again, we hit a street 
festival, the bit fest. Stall upon 
stall of tourist brochures about 
every English town, except for 
Harwich. 

Id like to travel back to 
Hamburg to revisit the Art 
Nouveau and musical instru- 
ment collections at the Arts 
and Crafts Museum. But we 
were able to catch an exhibition 
of Russian porcelain there 
before our ferry left. 

Further details of all these 
places and more are on the web 
at www.lonelyplanet.com 
DFDS operate ferries around 
Europe, tel: 08705 333 000, 
www.dfdsseaways.co.uk 


PRA te 
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RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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Take me to the river: tall ships in Lubeck 
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THE GREAT UNIVERSAL 


~LEARAI NCE $ SALE 


“Iw ag Nd vehicles 
= ==». below Cost | 


ae =. Price: 


ANAS ATED IPS LUTE OEE TS GB BIE. OO A 


; 


RD 
COURIER 


No Deposit 


3 Years HP 
with Motability re 
DON’T FORGET... 


Full AA Inspection IF YOU WANT TO BUY 


3 Year Mechanical 
Warranty with RAC 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 


, EXCELLENT gi 
>. f Tia. 


VALUE | 


eS VEHICLES’ “joo 
eee 


_SALES HOTLINE: 0845 741 3348 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse La righouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 
. Tel: 014,81, 4.00795 ° Fax: Bai ree 


An: ——— 
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Advice 29 


Divorced from 
your assets 


DN reader Helen Reed writes: 


I have been tetraplegic since a road accident in 1990, and received compensation. 

Last year, I had to pay my ex husband £28,000 after our divorce, as he took me to court fora lump 
sum. Despite a 30-page report from an occupational therapist clearly showi ving that I would need 
funds to pay for my care, the judge at the hearing obviously wasn’t convinced. 

I have heard of other similar cases. The time and effort it takes to get compensation is bad enough, 
but fighting to keep it is very difficult. I also have two children to bring up. I don’t get maintenance 
from my ex for the children. I have a part-time job; and when my savings run dry, I will have to sell my 
house and buy something cheaper. I want to do something about this, but don't know where to start. 


Solicitor Katy Rensten replies: 


It must seem very unfair to 
you that the Court took your 
accident compensation into 
account. Unfortunately, under 
the present law, the court is 
entitled to take into account 
all the assets of a couple, no 
matter what the source. The 
money belongs to one or both 
of the couple and so counts as 
a “matrimonial asset”. 

The Court’s job is to 
consider all the assets in the 
“pot” and to divide these as 
fairly as possible. When there 
is barely enough to go around, 
this can be extremely difficult 
and often, neither person gets 
as much as they had hoped. 

The Judge has to look at a 
number of factors; these 
include the needs of the 
husband, the wife and any 
children. These factors are all 
set out in Section 25 of The 
Matrimonial Causes Act 1973, 
which is the main relevant 
piece of legislation. 

The Judge also has to take 
account of decisions made in 
previous cases that have been 
tested in a higher court 
(usually the Court of Appeal). 

With accident 
compensation, the Court takes 
into account your needs from 
your award for your continuing 
care; these expenses form part 
of your “needs”. The Court 
also, wherever possible, tries to 
ensure that you keep at least 
some of the money you got for 
your “pain and suffering”. 
This part of your damages is 
looked at as part of the 
“general circumstances” that 
are considered in every case. 

The Judge then looks at the 
amount he would have 
awarded your ex husband in 
other circumstances, and 
reduces that amount to give a 
sort of discount to allow you to 
keep something for your pain 
and suffering. At the end of the 
day, though, the Judge still 


counts the available compen- 
sation as just part of the “pot”. 

There are several cases 
where this approach has been 
tested. One example is the 
1991 case of Wagstaff where 
the husband had received 
injury compensation and the 
Judge in the lower court 
thought that his disability 
should take priority. He gave 
the wife no lump sum. The 
higher court said that although 
there should be some discount 
on what the wife got, because 
of the source of the money, she 
was still entitled to something 
because she had needs that had 
to be met. In the end, she got a 
lump sum of £32,000. 

In your case, the court 
would have considered your 
care needs, including the need 
for somewhere for you and the 
children to live. The fact that 
you had a report from your 
occupational therapist shows 
that all these factors were 
considered. The Judge would 
have had to balance your needs 
against those of your ex 
husband and he or she must 
have felt that enabling you to 
keep the house (which has 
presumably been adapted for 
you) and giving your ex a lump 
sum was the fairest solution. 

It may sound harsh, but 
arriving at these decisions is an 
imperfect science in which the 
judges have a reasonable 
amount of discretion in how 
they apply the law to each case. 

That brings me to the 
question of what you can do. I 
am afraid the answer 1s: not 
much. You can only appeal an 
order if the Judge plainly got 
the law wrong. As judges have 
quite a bit of leeway, unless 
they are way outside what is 
reasonable, then there is little 
scope for overturning the order. 
If you want to appeal, you have 
28 days in which to do so. It is 
occasionally possible to appeal 


later, but you have to have a 
very good reason for the delay. 

You don’t appear to be 
getting maintenance for 
yourself so your order is 
probably of the “clean break” 
variety; this means neither you 
nor your ex husband can make 
any more claims against each 
other. In the absence of being 
able to appeal, as the order is 
final, you cannot change it. 

All I can suggest is that you 
might try to get an increase in 
your income through child 
maintenance. As you may 
know, except in very limited 
circumstances, the Court can 
now only record agreements for 
children’s maintenance. Only 
the Child Support Agency 
(CSA) can sort out maintenance 
where there is a dispute. 

Unless your order included a 
written agreement for payments 
for the kids, you can’t ask the 
court to help. If it did not, all 
you can do is go to the CSA. 

If there was an agreement 
written into the order, you 
might be able to ask the court 
to vary the amount upwards or, 
if there is an agreement, but 
your husband is failing to pay, 
to help force him to pay up! To 
be successful in either case, you 
would have to prove your ex 
husband really can afford to pay. 

Even if there is a written 
agreement, you could choose to 
use the CSA, but bear in mind 
that once you go to them you 
can no longer go back to Court. 

As the law stands, there is 
not much that can be done — 
except to try and change it. 


Katy Rensten heads the 
family law department 

at Levenes solicitors, tel: 0208 
8817777. 


Advice given in Legal Eagle 
is based on the information 
received and can only be 
treated as general advice. 


BAMBACH 


SEATING © 
SOLUTIONS 


Improving quality of life for 
people with Cerebral Palsy — 


self-esteem." 


Young Jordan Pedley, 14, from Stafford, is one 
youngster whose life has been transformed. Jordan has 
cerebral palsy and has been a wheelchair user all his lif 
Since using the Bambach Saddle Seat’, as well as 
experiencing its many benefits at home and at.school, he = 
has also been able to take up the sport snooker! This has. 
improved Jordan’s concentration and confidence. See 


Yee) Try the solution yourself es 
7 Call now 0800 581 108 


“[3AMBACH! 


SADDLE SEAT 


Bambach Saddle Seat (Europe) Ltd, . 
Unit A2 The Seedbed Centre, 

f Langston Road, Loughton, Essex 1G103TQ .— 
bal E-mail: bambach.europe @virgin.net 
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media, rather than relying on the 
wealth of social science data 
about the impact of genetics on 
individuals and families. And 
he does not engage with the 
bioethical debates surrounding 
issues of discrimination, 
wrongful birth and eugenics. 
The disabled reader should be 
warned that there is no coverage 
of the disability rights challenge 
to eugenics. This is very much a 
doctor’s argument. He is prone 
to let fellow professionals off the 
hook. For example, he blames 
politicians, rather than doctors, 


and reproductive technologies 
raise moral and social dilem- 
mas that will affect everyone. 
If you want a gentle ramble 
through human genetics, this 
book is a good place to start. 
It covers topics from Plato 
to Darwin, through to the 
Human Genome Project and 
beyond. It contains important 
background information, clear 


Here are some recently 
published children’s books 


which focus on disability issues. 


Be 
cot 


The Multiple Sclerosis Trust 
has produced a booklet for 
young children whose parents 
have Multiple Sclerosis (MS). 
My Dad has MS (free, tel: 
01462 476700) is written by 
Gary Hetherington, who has 
MS, and Carolyn Young, a 
doctor. In the book, a young 


explanations of the science, 

‘Combines real feeling with 
a gift for storytelting) 

Melvin Burgess, authonoleupn 


and some interesting ideas 
and observations. 

However, Galton’s conver- 
sational style and lack of rigor 


increase in rates of heterosex- 


n his introduction to In Our ually-acquired HIV last year, 


Own Image (Little, Brown, 

£20), David Galton 
suggests everyone should write 
their own version of this book. 


can be frustrating. While he 
mentions different dilemmas 
posed by the new technologies, 
he fails to provide suggestions 


for the eugenics abuses of the 


early 20th century. 


He concludes by suggesting 
that the best person to guide 


boy learns his father has MS. 
By talking to his parents, he 
gains some insight into what 
this might mean. 


Adele Minchin’s The Beat 
Goes On (Livewire, £5.99) 
will prove to be groundbreak- 
ing. It tells the story of a 


young girl, Emma, who learns 
she is HIV positive. While the 
book is a compelling and real- 
istic insight into the troubles 
of being a teenager, it also 
addresses an issue that young 
people cannot ignore. 

Finally, sci-fi fans will get 
into Of Mice and Aliens 
(Jessica Kingsley, £7.95) by 
Kathy Hooperman. Young 
Ben is learning to cope with 
his newly diagnosed Asperger 
Syndrome, but when an alien 
crash lands in his backyard, he 
faces a new set of 
complications. The book 
draws often humorous 
parallels between the troubles 
of communication that Ben 
and his alien friend both 
experience. In addition to 
being a fun read, it is a 


developments would be a 
medical scientist. Many do not 
share his confidence. 

Tom Shakespeare 


for solutions, aside from 
individual choice. His discussion 
focuses on controversial cases 
that have been covered in the 


Judging by the bookshops, an 
increasing number of people 
already have (including this 
reviewer). Certainly, genetic 


misunderstood condition of 
manic depression. On the face 
of it, Benedict Hunter’s 
depression could happen to 
any of us. It’s a modern story: 
the break-up of a marriage, the 
bleatings of precocious children 
that become too much to bear, 
his insecurity as an actor. But 
in a matter-of-fact way, he 
plumbs terrible depths: “Once 
a fortnight, I would emerge to 
buy groceries. Otherwise I 
slumped in an armchair 
without hope or energy”. 

While we sense that his 
professional failure isn’t true, 
his lack of self-esteem is 


an overbearing, arrogant 
philanderer. We are taken 
further into the dark woods 
with the clever prop of fairy 
tales written by his mother, 
who committed suicide when 
Hunter was six. 

When his obsession with 
her mysterious life takes him 
to relatives in America, for the 
first time he experiences a 
great surge of elation. He falls 
in love. We are carried along in 
a tense drama, but filled with 
unease. He is not out of the 
woods yet, if ever. In life, there 
are no fairy-tale endings, but 
he is no longer without hope. 


The late Helen Flint’s Not Just 
Rescuing (Egmont, £4.99) tells 
the story of two teenagers who 
spend the summer with their 
eccentric aunt in Bournemouth. 
While one of the characters is a 
wheelchair user, this is only 
incidental to the events that 


manda Craig’s novel 

In a Dark Wood 

(Fourth Estate, £6.99) 
gives an honest, witty and 


highly readable account of the understandable. His father is Marion Bull ensue in this entertaining book valuable teaching tool for 
for young teenagers. A must- shedding light on life 
read for animal lovers. with Asperger. 
In view of the alarming Sam Gillespie 


DN Subscriptions 


Get more for your money and call our hotline: 01454 642444 
A SMOOTH WAY TO SUBSCRIBE! 


Subscribe today and we'll give you a free copy of The Smooth Ride 
Guide to the United Kingdom, worth £9.95! Compiled with the 
support of all major disabilities charities, it includes vital information for 
disabled travellers. To secure your copy, fill out the form below 
and send to our FREEPOST address as shown. In addition to 
cheques and postal orders, we now accept Switch and credit cards, 
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I/We enclose a cheque or postal Order fOr £ oc cccccsssessssssseeeee I 
MORE GOOD NEWS! y Which includes a donation OF £ nnn 
Are you on a mearistested benefit? If so, you can | authorise you to charge my Visa |_] Mastercard [_] Switch L] \ \ hth an ACORN Stairlift 
subscribe to DN at no cost! Simply attach proof I Gard Ne. QDI) D000) 00000 C00 ; take 
of entitlememt to this form (documentation 1 Issue No. (Switch only) _} I ° Direct from the manufacturer 
showing name of claimant and benefit type). I Valid from: J_I/LIL expiry date 0/0 * Next day installation available 
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enetics was high on 

the tv agenda with 

BBC1’s Watchdog 
Healthcheck tackling PGD 
(genetic engineering or 
cloning to you and me) and 
deciding that the jury is still 
out on that one. 

Also on BBC1, Question 
Time included the crystallised 
thoughts of geneticist Dr Tom 
Shakespeare, who cut 
through the hot air like a 
knife through butter: it is so 
refreshing for an academic to 
base research on (his own) 
reality. 

BBC2’s series Bitter 
Inheritance dished up 
disturbing stories about some 
cruel disorders you hope 
you'll never get. The 
programme about 
Huntingdon’s disease was 
more like drama than 


documentary: following a 
married father of two who 
waited three agonising weeks 
to discover whether he 
carried the gene for the 
disease that will kill his 


mother and brother 
prematurely. I wept for him 
when the doctor announced a 
negative result. 

It wasn’t all bad news 
though. ITV1’s Tonight with 
Trevor McDonald told of a 
revolutionary treatment for 
dyslexia which involves 
developing balance and 
hand-eye co-ordination. 
Sounds too good to be true, 
but it does seem to work. 

I caught an interesting 
episode of The Bill on ITV1 
where the entire ensemble 
cast of actors with learning 
difficulties set an authentic 
backdrop for a story about 
Shauna (brilliantly played by 
Anna-Marie Heslop). 

“Wheelchair-bound” (sic) 
Andrew Jeffreys scoured the 
Snowdonia countryside and 
got thoroughly muddy for 
BBC1’s Countryfile report on 
accessible Woodstar 4WD 
bikes. The sucking/blowing 
mechanism for tetraplegic 
riders struck me as a 
complete inspiration. When 
can I go and do it please? 

Jane Shepherd 


London Disability Arts 
Forum is running an 
exhibition of paint and 
sculpture by Jayni Anderton, 
Yvonne Francis and Jennifer 
Hunter, three disabled 
women whose life 
experiences have changed 
their views of the world. 
Exhibition runs between 11 
February and 2 March at The 
Diorama Arts Centre, 34 
Osnaburgh Street, London, 
tel: 020 7916 5484. 


Film 


A Beautiful Mind Odd 


Shallow Hal ey 


et against the back- 
drop of Cold War 
America, A Beautiful 
Mind is loosely based on the 
life of mathematical genius 
John Forbes Nash Jr. 
Initially, we see him as a 


_ socially inept outsider at 
Princeton, avoiding 

_ conventional study while he 

_ awaits the big original idea to 
_ make his reputation. He 
almost gets thrown out, but 


when the idea comes (the 


_ paper on game theory), it 
_ overturns 150 years of 

_ thinking and subsequently 
_ wins him a Nobel Prize. 


Even more surprisingly, this 


_ shy, awkward man finds love. 


But, as a future appears to be 
stretching ahead, his life is 


_ undermined by the onset of 
_ decades of schizophrenia. To 


reveal the form this takes 
would be unfair: this is a film 


_ with significant plot twists. 


So far, so gripping. But it’s 


the final third of the movie 


that’s really intriguing. Nash 


_ grapples with life after 
_ psychiatric treatment. How 


can he return to his career on 
medication that stops him 


_ thinking straight? 


As many others have done, 


_he stops taking his pills. He 

_ determines to keep going 

_ through sheer will-power. 

_ Nash undoubtedly has an 

_ exceptional mind, but will that 
_ help him, or simply make him 


state the significance of 

Paul Klee to 20th century 
art. Between 1900 and his 
death in 1940, he produced a 
huge and diverse body of 
work. At a superficial level 
there is something for every- 
one, and on this basis alone I 
would recommend anyone to 
visit the current show at the 
Hayward Gallery, The Nature 
of Creation. 

After fleeing from the Nazis 
to Switzerland in 1935, Klee 
developed scleroderma, which 
would precipitate his death five 
years later. This last period of 
his life was immensely 
productive, and this exhibition 
provides the opportunity to 
consider its impact on 
his work. 

The thing that most clearly 
strikes me about many of the 
late works is the way in which 
his lines are broken up. On one 
hand this gives the impression 
of a drawing that has fallen 
apart, yet each section of line 
appears free to suggest it has 


: t would be hard to over- 


© 


more vulnerable? The answer is 


never really in doubt. But it’s 
still fascinating to see a major 
Hollywood movie present 
mental health disability from 


the point of view of the disabled 


person, and grapple with the 
idea that there are other 
approaches than medical ones. 

In Shallow Hal, the new 
movie from gross-out kings the 
Farrelly brothers, Hal Larsen 
(Jack Black), a superficial klutz 
who judges women purely by 
their looks, is hypnotised to see 
their “inner beauty”. He then 
falls in love with a fat girl who 
looks like Gwyneth Paltrow to 
him. When the hypnosis ends, 
Hal is shocked to find what the 
love of his life really looks like 
but then decides — surprise, 
surprise — that it’s inner beauty 
that really matters. 

The point is supported by 
the inclusion of Walt (Rene 


Kirby), a young man with spina 


bifida who walks on all fours, 


carefully defined as a successful 


dotcom entrepreneur. 

The Farrellies work hard to 
be serious. But the idea that 
you shouldn’t judge people by 
appearances — a theme more 
wittily expressed in Shrek — 
is hardly a social model for 
disability. The Farrellies 
were much funnier when 
they made simple gross-out 
comedy: nothing in Shallow 
Hal comes close to the 
tasteless exuberance of 


There’s Something about Mary. 


Though well-intentioned, they 
haven’t achieved enough to 
make the loss worthwhile. 


Allan Sutherland 


Red and White Domes, 1914 


become something else entirely. 
This creates a sense of 
regeneration emerging from 
limitation and loss. 

The disability movement 
has been complaining for years 
about how hard it is for 
disabled artists to gain 
admission to the mainstream. 
While true, it is useful to 
remember that many main- 
stream artists, and some of the 
great among them,were in fact 
disabled. How delightful to 
claim Klee as one of us! I leave 
the last words to him: “The 
picture has no particular 
purpose. It only has the 
purpose of making us happy.” 

Adam Reynolds 
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American Beauties: Maths wiz Russell Crowe battles with his 
Beautiful Mind (above) while Gwyneth Paltrow rocks the boat in 
Shallow Hal (below) 


: FREEDOM IN FOCUS 2002. 


FREEDOM 
IN FOCUS 
200 


There’s still time to give it your best shot! 


For all you keen photographers who haven’t yet heard about this 
competition, you still have time to get snapping! Once again, FIF 
is brought to you by Disability Now and Leonard Cheshire and 
invites disabled amateur photographers of all ages to either take 
or direct images in the categories of “landscapes” (eg holiday 
shots, buildings, cities) and/or “portraits” (eg friends, family, 
classmates). You may want your pictures to have a disability 
theme, but this is not compulsory. Each category will have a win- 
ner and a runner-up in two age groups, under-18 and 18-and-over. 
FIF reaches its climax at the House of Lords in June, where the 
best images will be exhibited and winners awarded their prizes. 


Great prizes! 


¢ All four winners will receive a digital camera, with runners- 
up getting a standard 35mm camera. 

* 18-and-over winners will also receive one week half-board at 
Park House Hotel, Sandringham (Princess Diana’s childhood 
home) for themselves and a partner/ friend 

* Under 18s will have a trip on the London Eye with 
professional photographer Graham Bool immediately after 

the reception, when they can try out their new cameras. 


Judges for this year’s competition include Lara Masters, (actress, 
writer and co-presenter of That’s Esther), Graham Bool 
(professional photographer) and Chris Cheesman (news editor 
of Amateur Photographer). 

Closing date for entries is 29 April 2002. For more details and an 
application form, contact Judith Reid at Disability Now, 

tel: 020 7619 7319, or email: judith.reid@scope.org.uk 
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32 How to... 


Step out and be streetwise 


SAM GILLESPIE 


Street crime affects us all, and with mobile 
phone theft on the increase, It Is 
becoming ever more important to be 
vigilant while out and about. 

Dan Batten offers some streetwise tips 


hen people are asked 

how they would 

defend themselves in 
sticky situations, many imagine 
that they would react like Mike 
Tyson at a press conference, 
unleashing a torrent of blows 
to leave their assailant in a 
heap. Not only is this approach 
likely to put you 1n a very 
dangerous spot if people fight 
back harder; it will also get you 
into trouble with the law. 

The best way to stay out of 
trouble is to learn to avoid it 
before it starts. 

Reassuringly, police statistics 
show that the likelihood of 
being assaulted is extremely 
rare, so you shouldn’t ever have 
to fight your way out of trouble. 
But it’s always worth having a 
few tricks up your 
sleeve to evade 
the bad guys, 
especially if the 
option to defend 
yourself 
physically isn’t on 
the cards. 

First of all, it’s 
worth considering 
how you come 
across to others. It 
may sound harsh, 
but if you look 
like a victim, you stand more 
chance of becoming one. The 
best antidote for this is a dose 
of good old fashioned 
confidence. Even if you don’t 
feel particularly self assured, a 
calm exterior will stand you in 
good stead. This is especially 
true if you’re somewhere you 
don’t feel safe or are not 
familiar with. 

A part of appearing 
confident is remembering never 
to let your head drop if you 
don’t know where you are. 
Looking certain, combined 
with a purposeful walk (or 
wheel) is one of the easiest 


ways to keep unwarranted 


wave 


attention at bay. But it is vital 
to move as naturally as 
possible, and not put on 

any false fronts. 

“People have their own 
mannerisms and gait and to 
adopt ‘recommended’ ones can 
make them appear unnatural 
and single them out,” says Phil 
Hardy, of personal safety 
training company Securicare. 
“The best thing is to try and 
act as naturally as possible”. 

It’s vital to keep an eye on 
what’s going on around you 
without looking like you’re 
scouting the area. It’s better not 
to listen to a walkman while you 
are on the move or using a cash 
machine. “Follow your gut 
instincts and move away if you 
don’t feel certain of a situation,” 
says Phil. 

Even though 
it’s wise to take a 
fresh route if you 
feel unsafe, a 
mistake which can 
identify you as 
a stranger 1s 
referring to a map. 
Planning a safe 
route before your 
journey can save 
you a lot of time 
and possible 
trouble. If you know someone 
who lives or works in the area 
you are visiting, talk to them 
to see whether there are any 
specific places that are worth 
avoiding. You may also want 
to carry a personal alarm to 
attract attention. 

It’s a good idea to let 
someone know when you are 
going somewhere you are not 
familiar with. If you carry a 
mobile phone you can let 
people know where you are at 
regular intervals, or dial for 
help if you feel uneasy. If your 
phone has hot keys, 
programme a useful number to 
one of these and you'll be able 
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Mind your money: It pays to be extra vigilant when using cash machines 


to dial it at the press of a 
button, rather than dialling in 
full or searching for the number 
in the phone’s memory. 
Although mobiles are 
extremely useful, they have 
their downside. Police figures 
quote them as one of the most 
frequently stolen items: up to 
10,000 phones are stolen every 
month. Two thirds of theft 
victims are between 13 and 16 
years olds. With this in mind, 
it’s worth considering how you 
use your phone. If you can, use 
a hands-free kit connected to 
your phone in a pocket. 
Alternatively, a new 
technology called Bluetooth 
lets you wear a small earpiece 
and microphone which interact 
with your Bluetooth phone 
using wireless technology. You 
can dial or answer a call using 
your voice, so your phone need 
never leave your pocket. 
Another reason that people 
can be threatened is their 
appearance. Everybody should 
be allowed to dress how they 
want, but unfortunately it’s 
a good idea to alter your 
appearance to suit your 
surroundings if you suspect it 
will draw unwanted attention 
to you. If you know that a place 
has a high street theft rate of 
items such as jewellery then 
don’t wear any, or if you must, 
don’t flaunt it. 
Although no one wants to be 
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stopped from going where they 
want to, adhering to the maxim 
“safety in numbers” and 
avoiding potential danger zones 
can help to avoid trouble. 

A piece in rock magazine 
Kerrang! illustrated the 
unprovoked bullying of teenage 
rock fans in Manchester by 
“townies” (young trendy 
people) who objected to the 
dress code of the average 
“rocker”. The fans responded 
by arranging weekend 
gatherings together in the town 
centre, moving together en 
masse. This method may sound 
confrontational, but none of 
the fans interviewed wanted 
trouble and said it was the only 
way many of them felt safe. 

A few simple actions can 
mean the difference between 
staying safe and putting yourself 
in danger. Follow DN’s tips and 
you'll never need to worry about 
who’s behind you again. 
Further information on staying 
safe for people with learning 
disabilities can be found online 
at: www.met.police.uk 
/news/stories/staysafe.htm. 
Walk Easy supply legal 
personal attack alarms, 
tel: 01223 892623. 

Securicare operate courses in 
conflict management, physical 
intervention and positive 
physical response, 

tel: 01904 492442 or visit 


Wwivw.securicare.com. 
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Ten trouble-free tips 

1. Don’t flash wallets and 
mobile phones around: 
keep them close to your 
body, in inside or zipped 
pockets. 

2. Be alert. Stay tuned to 
your surroundings — 
especially if you are 
somewhere strange. 

3. Send the message that 
you are calm, confident 
and know where you’ re 
going. 

4. If you are making an 
unusual journey, let 
someone know your 
planned route and 
estimated time of arrival. 

5. Keep to busy and well-lit 
areas if possible. Avoid 
wooded areas, parking lots 
and alleyways. 

6. If you are using a map, use 
it sparingly: people who 
look lost can attract 
undesirable attention. 

7. Dress sensibly for the area 
you will be travelling 
through. 

8. Remember that it is illegal 
to use weapons in the UK, 
even for self-defence. 

9. If possible, try and travel 
with other people. 

10. Be realistic about your 
limitations — avoid places 
or situations that put you 
at risk. 
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IDNES 
STYLE, COMFORT, CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY MAKES OUR 


VERSA FAMILY RANGE THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY... 
_ ALL OUR VEHICLES ARE SUPERBLY EQUIPPED, BACKED WITH AN EXCEPTIONAL BUILD QUALITY THAT WILL GIVE YOU PEACE OF MIND, 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, FREE BROCHURE 
PACK OR TO ARRANGE A DEMONSTRATION 
PLEASE CONTACT PHILIP BEECHAM 
OR MIKE JONES (NEW VERSA ENQUIRIES), 
PHIL HAWKINS (USED VERSA SPECIALIST). 


VERSA SALES 


WIDNES CAR CENTRE LIMITED, 
MOOR LANE, WIDNES CHESHIRE WAS 7AL. 
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FAX: 0151 495 1382 


e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 
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gis (] eerie TIONS & CONVERSIONS 
ne ™ *This is a trademark of Motability: 
i 
(LVTA)-LOW VOLUME registered charity number 299745 
TYPE APPROVED VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 


RENAULT MASTER * VWS800 SPECIAL MERCEDES BENZ VITO * TOYOTA HIACE Wis 
2.2 DCI 1.9 TURBO DIESEL (LVTA) 2.1 DIESEL 2.0 PETROL 2.5 TURBO DIESEL (LVTA) 
£16,350 £14,495 £16,645 £16,79 £15,250 C 
ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD 


Freedom, Independence 


9 ® ® 
and Reliability. 

Powerchairs promise you: ° We stock machines that carry up 
e A caring service from a family to 32 stone and can go from 

run business. 10-35 miles on one charge 
e Unique price guarantee that you. e Automatic battery charge 

can’t buy cheaper anywhere. included. 
¢ Up to 8mph for road use. e All major credit cards accepted. 
e Free home assessments. 7 
e Free 12 months insurance on We buy second-hand electric 

new models. wheelchairs and scooters. 
ge ls eee 100s of nearly new machines in 
» No driving license required. stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


¢ Low deposit finance available 
on request. Part exchanges welcome. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE P owerch airS 


O800 0746834 worry conserrayrs 
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34 Living 


Harvey Cowe has been using personal assistants for over a 
decade. But he still finds the relationship between user and 
provider a delicate one to get right. Here, he speaks about his 
experiences, and asks to hear some of yours 


Does personal 
assistance work? 


@ incurred a spinal cord injury 
i after a traffic accident in 

lm 1983, and need assistance 
with most daily living tasks. 

Although she had little 
choice, my partner assisted with 
my needs for the first five years 
of my disability. I now receive 
funding from the Independent 
Living Fund and social services 
to employ my personal assistants 
(PAs) full time, although my 
partner still contributes to some 
of my personal care needs. 

My experiences of finding 
suitable PAs have been mixed, 
but mostly negative. 

I advertise in my local free 


TRE Ethos PPS ee PSS OP TA 


‘lam trying to be open and honest about the extent of 


‘feel right’ filter are then 
interviewed at my home. 

I sit with a list of interview 
questions on my lap, nervously 
awaiting the first interviewee 
while rehearsing my script. 

I sometimes find it difficult 
to explain aspects of the job 
without sounding apologetic. 
On a number of occasions, 

I don’t event mention them! 
How do you tell someone that 
they will have to wash your 
penis, put on a sheath and clean 
your bum after using the toilet 
without feeling like you want 
the ground to swallow you up? 

I know that my PA is 


my own confusions because | want people to know 
that if they come forward to give information about 


PRA ISI 


FEA 


paper, because this is cheapest. 
Recruiting usually entails 
filtering scores of people over 
the telephone. Those who 
manage to pass through my 


their situation, | will probably understand’ 


n 


supposed to assist me, but I am 
always confused about which 
needs I am rightfully able to 
ask assistance with. 

I’ve heard care agencies and 


other disabled people say that a 
PA is “like your arms and legs”, 
but I never see my assistant this 
way. If I were suddenly endowed 
with arms and legs, I’d be up 
there, feather duster in hand, 
sweeping the cobwebs from my 
bedroom ceiling. I’d wash and 
clean the van, trim my sideburns 
and weed the garden. I’d drive 
to the beach, meet people, 

travel to far places and get up to 
all sorts of sexual delights. 

My dreams, aspirations and 
goals would suddenly seem 
attainable. I would feel liberated 
and empowered. 

But I feel stifled and 
frustrated most of the time. 
Should I think and act the way 
I would have before my accident, 
as if | had no impairment? 

I doubt my PAs would be able 

to act as my arms and legs, pre- 
impairment. They would rebel 
and join a union — and rightfully 
so, because I would work them 
till they dropped. It’s not that 
I’m sadistic: I’ve just always been 
industrious — I can never sit still. 


Simple, versatile & fun... 


Same chair, 
Win a limited edition new style star 


energized 


Call 01775 766664 for details 


JCM. Designing and manufacturing superior 


specialist seating for 10 years. 


Star Launch in May; if you aren’t lucky 


enough to win one, visit us at Naidex and 


see the new Star for yourself. 
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Ball of confusion: Cowe (right) with his partner, Sheree 


As mentioned, my partner 
continues to contribute towards 
some of my personal care. I can 
see both positive and negative 
aspects of such an arrangement, 
and wonder how others feel. 

I would prefer to receive 
assistance, especially my 
personal care, from someone 
I care about and who cares 
about me. But because the 
Independent Living Fund will 
not allow family members, 
friends or spouses to be paid, 
and given the extra compli- 
cations of benefit rules, this is 
difficult. Even if it would be 
possible to pay my partner, 
how would this affect our 
relationship? Is it possible for 


WWW.jcmseating.co.uk 
enquiries@jcmseating.co.uk 
01775 766664 


such a relationship to work 
harmoniously without 
encroaching on each other’s 
freedom and independence? 
What happens if you have an 
argument with the person who 
is both your partner and 
personal assistant? 

I am interested to find out 
if other people’s personal 
relationships have been affected 
in similar ways. I am doing a 
PhD in disability studies at 
Sheffield University, focusing 
on the experiences of disabled 
people who require assistance 
with daily living. I’m sure others 
are in a similar predicament, 
and I’d be very interested to 
learn about their experiences. 

I should make it clear that 
I’m not seeking advice on how | 
could improve my predicament. 
I am trying to be open and 
honest about my own 
confusions because I want 
people to know that if they 
come forward to give infor- 
mation about their situation, 

I will probably understand if 
their story is disturbing too. 

I would also like to hear 
from people who have 
successful relationships with : 
personal assistants, as positive : 
experiences may improve the 
situation of others. The 
intention behind the research is 
to document the experiences 
and issues that are important 
to us, with a view to making 
recommendations for relevant 
practical and policy changes. 

If you feel that you would 
like to contribute to the 
research, please contact me. 

All information will be treated 
as confidential and I would be 
very glad to hear from anyone 
and get as many different 
viewpoints as possible. 
Contact: 
harvey.cowe@btinternet.com 
tel: 01273 702968 

fax: 01273 417418 
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36 Share your problems 


Dear Ann 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


| want to take risks 
See ago you replied to 
a rather nervous reader who 
was bored and wanted to 
change her life, but only wanted 
to progress slowly. That’s fair 
enough, but I want to take risks 
and face challenges. Life is so 
short; I am already 60, and 
disabled. Do you recommend 
taking risks? 
Marguerite, Brighton 
Life is to be lived, and that 
always means taking risks. I 
believe that to make everything 
yield to considerations of safety 
is to invite a different risk: that 
of living without opportunity, 
progress or growth. 
I read the other day: 
is to risk, to try new ideas and 


“to love 


The Blue Badge Network, 198 Wolverhampton 
Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY1 1DZ, 


tel: 01384 257001 


Dark Horse Venture, 
Kelton, Woodlands Road, 


Liverpool L17 OAN, tel: 0151 729 0092 


British Bankers’ Association, 


Pinners Hall, 105-108 Old Broad Street, 


London EC2N 1EX 


es 


@ love and loneliness 
e bereavement 

@ personal problems 
e advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 
for Disabled People and other guides. 
Write to her at Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 

or e-mail your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


methods is to risk, to be open 
to new friendships, new 
experiences, new challenges 
and changes: all involve risks. 
The costs are occasional failure 
and the likelihood of suffering, 
but the prizes are great.” 

I recommend you check out 
the Dark Horse Venture award, 
a scheme for people aged 
55 and over. It aims to discover 
hidden talents and abilities, and 
to put them to creative and 
practical use. 

You join the scheme by 
taking up an activity of your 
own choice — something you 
have not seriously tried before. 
People with disabilities are 
especially encouraged to join 
the scheme. 


Taxi concessions 
iy a registered blind person 

who finds it difficult to get to 
the shopping centre and other 
amenities which are a little 
distance away. I can’t afford to 
use taxis and there is no regular 
bus service. Do you have any 
suggestions? 

Brian, Cheshire 

You may find that your council 
offers local transport 
concessions for registered blind 
people. They may, for example, 
issue bus tokens which could 
be used towards the cost of 
taxi journeys. 

They may also operate a 
system where you can apply for 
a book of vouchers to use to 
obtain discounts on local taxi 


Disabled Living Centres Council, 
Redbank House, 4 St Chad’s Street, 


Manchester M8 8QA, tel: 0161 834 1044 
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Disability Doncaster Resource Centre, 
Heavens Walk, Doncaster DN4 5HZ, 


ste eeennecnsnrcenssanacresenereses: 


tel: 01302 769219 


ane eennsnenanenaessesererssceseeeses seen een esenneeeeseeneawesseeeee® 


Sports Gateway, Sport England, 


16 Upper Woburn Place, London WC1H 0QP 


tel: 020 7273 1686 


ider 


working together 


New Kensington-S 


RING NOW FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON 


01536 443888 


FREERIDER (UK) LTD, EARLSTREES COURT, EARLSTREES ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
CORBY, NORTHANTS. NN17 4AX FAX: 01536 443999 


www.freerider.co.uk 


Banking without signing 


y daughter cannot sign her name, so she has difficulties 

authorising movements of money. I don’t want to take on 
the power of attorney when my daughter is able to decide what 
she wants to do with her finances. Can you advise me? 


Phyllis, Stockport 


The British Banker’s Association has a very useful leaflet, 
BankFacts — signing your name: overcoming difficulties. 

The leaflet suggests some practical solutions to handwriting 
problems and also sets out how customers experiencing these 
problems can expect banks to help. 


journeys or issue you with a 
taxi card for the same purpose. 
To find out more, you 
should contact your local 
council and ask for someone 
who deals with assisted 
transport for disabled people. 


Equipped for life 
Av ago, I had a severe 
ccident and since then 
I have spent a lot of time in 
hospital, while also coming to 
terms with a different lifestyle. 
I was an active 18-year old, 
joining in sports and 
adventurous pursuits. Now 
I want to adapt to my changed 
circumstances and live as 
normal a life as possible. 

I have found some sporting 
organisations for disabled 
people but I also want to find 
out about aids and equipment 
that will help me to live as 
independent a life as possible. I 
need unbiased, knowledgeable 
advice rather than relying on 
advertisements. 

Derek, Doncaster 
I can see that you are 
determined that while your life 
will be very different, you will 
carry on being the adventurous 
person you were before your 


Receiving Direct Payments? 
Thinking about applying for them? 


We take the hassle out of 
employing care staff with 

our payroll 
management service 


Calculating salary due 
Issuing payslips 

Managing Tax 

National Insurance returns 
Liaison with Inland Revenue 


We offer a professional service wherever you live in the UK, and 
our competitive rates may be built into your Direct Payment 


allowance. 


By using Shaw-Direct, you will be supporting a social firm which 
provides work and training for disabled people. 


DNO3/02 


Shaw-Direct,1c¢ Carlyon Road, Alperton, Wembley, London HAO 1HH 


accident. You will be interested 
in the Sports Gateway 
information in a letter from 
Jonathan Webb, printed below. 
You are wise to find out 
about aids and equipment as 
soon as possible. Many people 
struggle on with activities that 
could be greatly helped with 
the right piece of equipment. 
You would find a visit to a 
Disability Living Centre 
helpful. Your nearest is the 
Disability Doncaster Resource 
Centre. They have a range of 
equipment on display, including 
kitchen, bedroom, bathroom, 
mobility and so on. They can 
provide you with free, unbiased 
information and advice. 


Gateway of opportunity 
alking about sport as you 
do on occasion, I would like 

to take this opportunity to 

inform you about the Sports 

Gateway, Sport England’s 

database of sporting 

information that covers a wide 
range of topics and contact 
information. 

A significant and popular 
element is the “Where to Play” 
section which lists over 4,000 
sporting agencies around the 
country and includes 
swimming pools, sports halls, 
indoor tennis centres and 
athletic tracks. Also included is 
information on disability 
access, disability car parking 
and disability trained staff. 

Jonathan Webb, Sports 
Gateway Project Manager 


Help at 
the end vise 
of the 
phone 


x 
Ld fi 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice 
and support on personal 
and spiritual problems. 
Disabled herself, Lin is a 
psycho-therapeutic 
counsellor and Methodist 
local preacher, with a post- 
graduate diploma in home- 
opathic medicine. If you 
have something you need to 
discuss in confidence, talk 
to her on Mondays 6pm- 
10pm and Thursdays 1pm- 
5pm, tel: 01787 882111. 
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In every dream home 


Here's equipment that could work for you rather than against 


you, tried and tested by Anne Davies 


bread knife with 
serrations, which 
counter-balance the 


natural twisting motion of the 
left hand to give a straight cut, 
is available from Anything 
Left-handed. £13.95, www.any 
thinglefthanded.co.uk 

Cole and Mason have a 
really stylish stainless steel 
potato masher (below, left) 
with a horizontal handle which 
makes it easier to use. £9.99. 
For stockists tel: 01252 522 322. 

WL Culinaire have a garlic 
machine which presses garlic 
cleanly and easily and also 
stores it to keep it fresh, £6.29. 
Their unique hot tea pot, with 
a cafetiere style plunger, stops 
the tea stewing and keeps it hot 
for up to two hours. £22.99, 
from some high street stores 
or visit www.culinaire.com 

For the pastry chefs out 
there, why not try a set of three 
Dexam Farringdon pastry 
cutters with handles to make 
them easier to use, £1.75. 
Dexam also has a lifting fork 
which is ideal for taking 
anything large out of a pan, 
such as a chicken or a joint of 
meat, £1.99, and a double oven 
glove, £2.95. Tel: 01730 811 811 


oven, Cucina Direct have a 
long oven gauntlet with a 
special nylon steam and 
grease barrier which offers 
extra protection while 
remaining soft and easy to 
use, £9. They also have a 
baking tray with low sides. 
£8, tel: 020 8246 4311 or 
www.cucinadirect.co.uk 


sandwich toaster, called the 


built into the clear glass lid 


Tefal have a new, intelligent 
Visio. The heating element is 


and the Visi also has a unique 


thinking about if you have a 
small flat. Dust is collected in 
the translucent purple section 
so you can see when it needs 
emptying. Both the purple 
section and filter are simple to 
remove, the automatic cable 
rewind mechanism is fast and 
efficient, and the powerful 
suction can be adjusted with 
fingertip control on the handle. 
The vacuum comes with 
wheeled floor nozzle, snap-on 
dusting brush and crevice tool. 
Suggested retail price: £49.49, 
tel: 08540 777 700 or visit 


Munch through the day 
— the Irish way 


17 March is St Patrick’s Day and 


tart the day with 

traditional soda 

bread served with 
warm Galtee puddings 


or with butter (Irish of 
course!) and Ballymore 
country style marmalade. 
Packets of soda bread mix 
are available in most 
supermarkets. 

For a party, try the 
excellent quality Bantry 
Bay mussels from Tesco, 
harvested and processed 


Irish smoked salmon served 
with a warm salad. 
End your meal 
with a good 
cheeseboard made 
from the award- 
winning, creamy 
Cachel Blue 
and Cooleeney 
Farmhouse, a 
Camembert-like 
cheese (both from 
Tipperary and 
available from good 
cheese shops and 


(black or white) and bacon, 


within 24 hours. Or try some 


—— DRAUGHT — 


a great way to celebrate it is by 
indulging in a little traditional 
cuisine (and Guinness, of course) 


BORD IASCAIGH MHARA/ 
IRISH SEA FISHERIES BOARD 


Ardration Farmhouse, a 
semi-soft cheese from Cork 
(available from Waitrose). 

Wash it all down with 
Guinness (of course!) 

To finish the 
day, tuck into a 
few slices of 
Barmbrack, a 
dense fruit loaf 
available from 
f Tesco and 
Sainsbury’s, and 
delicious, 
handcrafted truffles 
with a piping cup 
of Irish Coffee. 
More food ideas: 
www.bordbia.ie 


for stockists or visit 
www.dexam.co.uk 

If you're going to be digging 
deep into the recesses of your 


“thermosignal indicator” that 
tells you when your sandwich 
is cooked inside and crunchy 
on the outside. £34.99, 


www.morphyrichards.co.uk 


Somerfield). Try 
throwing in some 


www .bim.ie 
Anne Davies 


tel: 0854 602 1454 or visit 
www.tefal.co.uk 
They also have an updated 


“QUITE SIMPLY, I CAN 
DO A LOT MORE NOW" 


The Miniflex Powerchair 
introduces a new sense of 
independence and mobility 
around your home. 


version of their Gourmet 
Multicooker (above) which 
fries, steams, grills, roasts and 
bakes. It has a four setting 
thermostat control, a 
toughened glass lid and a 
hinged heating element for 
easy cleaning, and is also 
dishwasher safe. £59.99. 
Morphy Richards have a 
new purple and yellow, 
lightweight, bagless vacuum 
cleaner, the POD 73120/1300w 
(below), which is well worth 


© Compact size and tight turning circle 
e Standard electric seat elevation 


aids high reach 
Front wheel drive for easy operation 
Easy access in and out of the chair 


Optional comfort seating and extras 
to suit personal needs 


For full information call: 


FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


or write to: 


AINBOW 
me SAS} 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN), FREEPOST, 
The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 

www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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Independent Living London, the UK’s leading 
event promoting independence and aiding 
daily life for the elderly, the less able, their 

carers and healthcare professionals. 


New, areas for 2002 
include: 


@ Association and 
Charity Village 


@ Complimentary 
Therapy Zone 


@ The Hobby Trail 
including gardening, 
art, music and sport 


€ 

- 

< 

2 

f 9 

pe, ° 
g the community together 


Put a date in your 
diary today for 
Independent 

Living London 


For the latest information 
call 0870 429 4372 or visit 
www.independentlivingevents.co.uk 


“We | ibley, London 
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ali hink you’re top of the pops? Try our music crossword and see if 
your knowledge is pitch perfect — or hits too many bum notes. 


ACROSS 

1. Their albums include Rubber Soul and Abbey Road (3-7) 

5. Faith, who had a 1997 No.1 single I’ll be Missing you with Puff 
Daddy (5) 
Group of musicans playing together (9) 

14. Super Furry musical creatures (7) 

15. Irish boy band, the only group to reach No.1 with their first 
seven releases (8) 

| Vw In Love, a pop classic by 10 CC (3) 

18. See 9 Down 

19. Cartoon teenagers who had a 1969 No.1 single with Sugar 
Sugar (7) 

21. And 11 Down. Pavarotti, Domingo and Carreres (5,5) 

22. Short album title by Peter Gabriel (2) 

24. Colourful music (5) 

26. Instrument associated with Liberace, Ashkenazy and Elton John (5) 

27. Rock group whose members have included Phil Collins and Mike 
Rutherford (7) 

28. Group featuring the Gallagher brothers (5) 

2% to , a funeral song by David Bowie (5) 

30. See 34 Down 

31. Number of Beethoven symphonies (4) 

32. My Generation and Won't Get Fooled Again group (3) 

36. English National Opera (3) 

37. City mentioned twice in a Frank Sinatra song (3,4) 

39. French instrumental duo (3) 

40. McGregor, a singing star in Moulin Rouge (A) 

42. Song sung at bed-time (7) 

44, Scottish singer whose career started with Shout (4) 

45. All-female group with an everlasting appeal (7) 


DOWN 


Driftwood and Coming Around are among their hits (6) 
Madonna starred in the film version of this musical (5) 
Elvis Presley’s first UK No.1 single (3,5,2) 
In hotel, visions of this singer appear! (5) (Anag) 
Good , the classic Beach Boys hit (10) 
I’m Here, a hit single for Queen (3) 
A note seven diatonic degrees from a given note (6) 
And 18 Across. Singer who received a knighthood in 1995 (5,7) 
. Type of guitar played by Hendrix and Clapton (7) 
. See 21 Across 
. Clumsy way to describe Simon without Garfunkel! (7) 
. Member of 1 Across, murdered in 1980 (4,6) 
. Hotel California group (6) 
. Music associated with Bob Marley (6) 
. George Gershwin’s great composition for piano and orchestra 
(8,2,4) 
23. Rigoletto, La Boheme or Carmen (5) 
25. Abba’s cry for help (1,1,1) 
33. Group which emerged from Popstars (7) 
34. And 30 Across. 1981 single by Queen and David Bowie (5,8) 
35. ___ Computer, a Radiohead album (2) 
38. It went round and round for The Beatles! (8) 
39. The hit musical Mamma Mia is based on this group’s music (4) 
41. In 1974, this group had No.1 hits with Tiger Feet and Lonely 
This Christmas (3) 
43. Musical rhythm (4) 
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CROSSWORD SPONSORED BY 
Creating opportunities with disabled people 
LEONARD CHESHIRES” 


™» “General Batten” gets stuck 
into some serious planning 


ease has been running at a substantially slower pace than 
usual lately, for which I’m very thankful. But if you think 
this is just a metaphor for me being glued to my sofa, shooting 
PlayStation generated monsters with Metallica playing loudly 
on the stereo, think again. With two weddings and 
corresponding best man duties to attend to, a few military 
planning and scouting sessions have been taking place. 

Hardest of all has been trying to find “dirt” on Dave for one 
of my speeches. Having emailed and spoken to countless friends 
of his, all I ever hear are cries of what a wonderful bloke he is. 
My suspicion that he could be Snow White’s grandson are 
gaining credibility daily and may force me to take a different 
approach to how I pen his oration. 

This problem will not rear its head when I come to write my 
piece for other groom Windsor, on whom I have enough dirt to 
keep Ground Force going for a whole series. Co-best man Bob 
and I have strict instructions to find a hotel “near the action” in 
Amsterdam for his stag weekend. Since when did Winz take up 
an interest in tulip picking, Ill never know. 
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¢ What’s on 

The Child Development and (15 March) multiple dance classes and details about Magpie’s experience: involving black 
Disability Group of the Royal sclerosis (12 April) and workshops and encourage dance classes, workshops or disabled people in shaping 
College of Paediatrics and stroke (17 May). Contact all people, regardless of performances, call Avril services. The report shows 
Child Health, the Handsel Nicola Sandford, tel: their ability, to take a full Hitman, artistic director, tel: the results of a one-year 
Trust and the Royal College 0121 449 1569, email: and integrated part in the 020 8467 3331 or John research project and looks 
of Nursing host Children nikki(@conductive- artistic life of the Cutting, administrator, tel: at the barriers to 
with Complex Healthcare education.org.uk community. This has 020 8657 0558. Mon-Fri, involvement and strategies 
Needs: supporting child and contributed to increasing Jam-6pm. to involve black peo pica 
family at home and school, Magpie Dance is a group people’s awareness of what services and action 

15 March, Assembly of adults with learning can be achieved by those The Council of Disabled planning. £10 plus £2 p&p. 
Rooms, Derby. The difficulties. They regularly with learning difficulties. People in Warwickshire have Tel: 01926 420702, fax: 
conference is aimed at perform and undertake If you would like further published Learning from 01926 315267. 

those involved in the care : 


of children with he ee ee ee LS ee 


disabilities, including 
doctors, physiotherapists 
and parents. Contact 
Peter Limbrick at the 
Handsel Trust, tel/fax: 
0161 740 7757, email: 
p.limbrick@u.genie.co.uk 


Environmental Trainers : ee a 
Network (ETN) will host : : _ Immobiliser 
Naturally Accessible — : me 
opening the environment to 
disabled people, 6 March, 
Bristol. The session will 
consider issues and barriers 
faced by disabled people 
when visiting the 
countryside or getting 
involved in environmental 
activities, and aims to 
provide practical advice on 
overcoming them. Further 
ideas to be discussed will 
include current guidelines 
and legislation, sources of 
financial support and 
information, and ways to 
improve the accessibility of 
your own sites. £100/£120 + 
VAT. Environmental 
Trainers Network, tel: 

0121 358 2155, email: 
etn(Qukgateway.net 


The National Institute for 
Conductive Education in 
Birmingham is holding 

a series of professional 
development workshops 
which will look at the use 
of conductive education 

as an educational approach 
to the treatment of specific 
disabilities, including 
Parkinson’s disease 


Mobility: for wheelchair users it To get the most from mobility, you need tobe With Constables mobility you have the option 
means a great deal more than merely confident that your chosen vehicle meets _ of being located in the front of the vehicle, 
your expectations of quality and reliability. using the unique CarChair system, or in the 


the ability to go from A to B. It is the 
rear using your existing wheelchair. 


freedom to do the everyday things At Constables mobility your priorities are our 
that the able-bodied take for granted, priorities — reliability, quality, service - giving If you would like a home demonstration or more 
from a mundane trip to the supermarket you peace of mind to enjoy the journey as details about CarChair and Constables Rear Access 
to amemorable tour of Europe. much as the destination. Conversions call O17 323 76 75 74 


Rear Access Conversion 


Ford Focus & CarChair 


SMotability Jue 
ACCREDITED j bility 
“This is a trademark of Motability: ealchair ible Vehicle C ers Assoeltion 


: registered charity number 299745 

pi Constables Limited, Mountney Bridge Business Park, Westham, Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5NJ cast 

E T: 01323 76 75 74 F: 01323767603 _E: info@constablesmobility.com www.constablesmobility.com 
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¢ Websites 


The Royal National Institute for Deaf People have launched a 
new website on the subject of universal neonatal hearing 
screening. It brings together over 100 articles, statements of 
experience and other useful material to help teachers, speech 
and language therapists and other professionals work 
effectively with deaf babies and their families. 
www.deafnessatbirth org.uk 


www.4dp.com have launched a dating site devoted to helping 
disabled people find partners. The new site lets users enter a 
personal profile and photograph, and allows them to search a 
database of members. www.4dp Together.com 


Access4fitness is a site designed to help more disabled people 
access fitness centres throughout the UK. It looks at accessible 
gyms and aims to become a focal point for fitness centre 


operators who want to become more aware of inclusive fitness. 


www.access4fitness.org.uk 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

ACROSS: 1. The Beatles 5. Evans 8. Orchestra 14. Animals 

15. Westlife 17. Not 18. Richard 19. Archies 21. Three 22. So 

21. ER 22. Strike 24. Blues 26. Piano 27. Genesis 28. Oasis 

29. Ashes 30. Pressure 31. Nine 32. Who 36. ENO 37. New York 
39, Air 40. Ewan 42. Lullaby 44. Lulu 45. Eternal 


DOWN: 1. Travis 2. Evita 3. All Shook Up 4. Elvis 6. Vibrations 
7. Now 8. Octave 9. Cliff 10. Electric 11. Tenors 12. Artless 

13. John Lennon 16. Eagles 18. Reggae 20. Rhapsody in Blue 
23. Opera 25. S.O.S. 33. Hear’say 34. Under 35. Ok 38. Revolver 
39. Abba 41. Mud 43. Beat 


DN WEBSITE UPDATE 


_The DN website discussion forum has been improved. 
To make it easier and quicker to communicate with other 
DN fencers, Ne ee fave 16 forums covering: 


“access ° ane ° - communication * education « - employment ° 
-equipment/technology « finance health & disabilities « 
international topics * legislation + leisure ¢ politics * social 
oe * sport transport. & parking ° oer oe. : 


So, why not visit and have your say! _ 


¢ Publications 


Lewes and Wealden District 
Councils have published the 
third addition of Sussex 
Country Attractions for All-— 
a guide to tourist attractions 
aimed specifically at disabled 
people. The guide includes 
information on accessible 
country walks, seaside 
attractions, historic houses, 
leisure centres and farms. 
Large print copies, taped 
copies and a website will 
shortly be available. Free from 
tourist information centres, 
libraries or Lewes District 
Council’s access officer, Sue 
Dunkley. Tel: 01273 484409, 
minicom: 01273 484488. 


The National Black Carers 
Workers Network in 
association with The Afiya 
Trust has produced We Care 
Too: a Good Practice Guide 
for People Working with 
Black Carers. Written by care 
workers, it looks at the 
experiences of black carers, 
and discusses how recognition 
of services and support to 
black carers can be improved. 
Copies from Rosemary 
Wallace, tel: 020 7582 0400 or 
Patricia Orr, tel: 020 7828 
7720, minicom: 07889 140139. 


Mind, the mental health 
charity, has published The 
Mind Guide to Relaxation. It 
explains various ways of 
relaxing and looks at 
techniques to aid relaxation, 
including taking brief pauses 
throughout the day, using 
relaxation tapes and what to 


GERALD, 


Only available from SIMOND 


do after a relaxation session. 
£1 plus a 44p A4 SAE from 
Mind Publications, 15-19 
Broadway, London E15 4BQ, 
email: publications@mind. 
org.uk, tel: 020 8221 9666. 


Contact a Family has 
published the 2002 edition of 
the Directory of Specific 
Conditions and Rare 
Disorders. Entries include 
medical descriptions of 
conditions, along with 
information on inheritance 
patterns, pre-natal diagnosis 
and related conditions. £30 
including p&p. Contact 
Debbie Bunyan on 020 7608 
8700 or visit 
www.cafamily.org.uk 


British Epilepsy Association 
(BEA) has launched The 
Epilepsy Passport, a foreign 
language phrase book 
designed to give travellers with 
epilepsy help in case they have 
a seizure abroad. It contains 
basic first aid information in 
seven European languages and 
acts as an identity card for 
people with epilepsy. Contact 
the BEA Freephone Helpline, 
tel: 0800 800 5050. 


The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind has produced a 
free information booklet 
Shopping made easy. The 
booklet looks at various 
methods of help available, 
and, in particular, focuses on 
Internet shopping. Tel: 020 
7388 1266, website: 
www.rnib.org.uk 


The ability to stand up 
can have a dramatic 
impact on a disabled 
person’s well-being. 


To be able to chat face-to-face at a 
party or in the pub, play darts, reach 
heights in the workplace, deal with 
shop assistants at eye- rather than 
counter-level, cook on the barbecue... 
the benefits are legion. And itis a 
whole lot cheaper to buy a Stand-up 
Wheelchair than refit a kitchen, let 
alone the house or workplace! 


There are medical benefits too. 
Standing up can: 


* alleviate pressure 

* improve bladder and bowel function 
* enhance respiration 

* reduce muscle atrophy 

* relieve abdominal and back pain 


Levo Stand-up Wheelchairs are 
portable, plain or brightly coloured and 
are available in a variety of powered and 
non-powered configurations. 


ald Simonds Healthcare Lid 


The NSPCC is relaunching its 
Child Protection Helpline 
service for deaf and hard of 
hearing children and adults. 
The helpline provides callers 
with 24-hour access to a 
child protection officer, and 
offers counselling, 
information and advice to 
anyone concerned that a 
child is at risk of abuse. 
Textphone: 0800 056 5666. 


Mind in Croydon has 
released Pillar to Post, a 
video which looks at mental 
health problems and 
substance abuse, often know 
as dual diagnosis. It 
examines the problem 
people with a dual diagnosis 
have trying to find 
appropriate services, and 
asks how mental health 
services can take a more 
flexible approach to meeting 
people’s needs. £35 from 
Mind Publications. 15-19 
Broadway, London E15 4BQ, 
tel: 020 8221 9666, 

or email: publications@ 
mind.org.uk 


The British Institute of 
Learning Disabilities 

(BILD) has published 

two new booklets, Epilepsy 
and Pregnancy and 
Childbirth, as part of their 
Your Good Health series. £5 
plus 50p p&p, each from: 
BILD Publications, 
Plymbridge Distributors, 
Estover Road, Plymouth PL6 
TPZ, Uke Talc 01952, 202307 
fax: 01752 202333, website: 
www.plymbridge.com 


Advisory Centre for Education 
(ACE) has published their 
Special Education Handbook. 
It gives parents expert 

advice and information 

on how to appeal against 
decisions made by 

education professionals 

and make a complaint. It 
explains the impact of case 
law on crucial areas such as 
writing a statement and 
naming a school ina 
statement. It also includes 

an update of organisations, 
legislation and publications. 
Contact Margaret 
McGowan, tel: 020 7354 8318 
or visit wiwviv.ace-ed.org.uk 


Age Concern has published 
An Introductory Guide to 
Community Care. Aimed at 
professional workers, family 
and voluntary carers, it 
looks at areas including the 
organisation of care services, 
care team member roles and 
individual care plans. £6.99, 
tel: 020 8765 7200, fax: 

020 8765 1366, email: 
ace@ace.org.uk; website: 
www.ace.org.uk 
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Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332 
E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope. org.uk 


¢ Personal 


MAN, BI-SEXUAL, late forties, flat in 
Docklands seeks friends, male or female 
disabled or able-bodied. Box no: 149 


°} 


DISABLED GUY, 45, seeks sincere, friendly 
female for friendship, days and evenings 
out. I am a car driver, go on, drop me a 
line, let’s spend the Spring time together. 
London, Essex, South East. Box no: 150 


INTERESTING WOMAN, 50S, lively, active 
and. kind, warm-hearted, 
non-smoking Radio 4 listening man who 
can explain the rules of Mornington 
Crescent to her. Box no: 151 


seeks 


LADY, 43, WHEELCHAIR user, loves travel, 
enjoys a fun life and is looking for a car- 
ing man, 45-50, for friendship and 
maybe more. Cheshire. Box no: 152 


DEL BOY, 50 something, nice pad, no ties 
and no cash or health problems, seeking 
special lady for exciting times. Age, 
disability no probs. Box no: 153 


¢ Cars/vans 


NISSAN PRAIRIE SLX, J reg, two tone 
blue, electric windows and sunroof. 
Alarm, fsh, only 17,300 miles, mot July. 
Brotherwood rear ramp conversion. 
Immaculate condition, £9,500. 
Circumstances force sale. Tel: 020 8591 
1243 (Barking, Essex). 


FORD COURIER COMBI (Brotherwood 
conversion), K reg ‘93 1.8 diesel, 106k 
miles, good condition, blue, 1 owner, fsh, 
1 year mot, 4 seats plus wheelchair, ramp. 
£1,200 (private), free (Reg Charity). Tel: 
020 8568 8288 (West London). 


MERCEDES 310 MINIBUS, Ratcliffe 
wheelchair lift, 12 months’ mot. Reliable 
vehicle, genuine reason for sale. £1,200. 
Tel: 01803 310142. 


RED TOYOTA STARLET 1.3. Registered 
August ‘97, 50k miles, vgc. Complete 
with Milford Person Lift and Elap 
rotating chair on passenger side. £6,500 
ono. Tel: 01509 216264. 


SEAT ALHAMBRA § reg 1998, 1,9 TDI 
automatic, Brotherwood conversion, 
54” headroom, electric winch, air 
conditioning, electric front windows 
and mirrors. Cruise control, CD 
player, 4 seats plus 1 wheelchair. Fsh, 
37k miles, 1 owner. Excellent 
condition, £16,500. Tel: 01452 770465. 


RENAULT TRAFIC 1996, N reg T1100 
Wensases9k miles, petrol, 5 seats. 
Wheelchair access, winch and ramp, 
£4,990. Tel: 01732 864091 (Kent). 


ELAP ROTATING SEAT to fit Renault 
Scenic, hardly used. £350 ono. Tel: 01524 
421439. 


FIAT FIORINO VAN 141, P reg, fully 
adapted for wheelchair users, ramped 
rear access, electric winch, rear seat. 20k 
miles. No mot, no tax. Service history 
available, excellent condition. £5,500. 
Tel: 01235 512249. 

er es 


VW SHARAN S, Noy 98, auto, 
Brotherwood raised roof conversion. 
Rear ramp, winch, swivel front seat, 
air conditioned, CD player. Excellent 
condition, 8k miles, £17,500. Tel: 
020 8658 5000. 


1994 FORD TRANSIT yan, auto, pas, 
2000cc, petrol. Very low mileage at 37k 
miles, side lift. Drive from wheelchair or 
seat, space for 2 wheelchairs in rear of 
van. Vgc, £6,000 ono. Tel: 01895 675740 
(Eastcote). 


CHAIRMAN CITROEN DESPATCH 1.9TD 
1999 5 seats (3 removable), lowered floor 
ramp, lowering suspension. Carries 
4 passengers and two chairs. Warranty 
until 09/02, one owner, fsh, 18k miles, 
unmarked condition. £12,950. Tel: 0118 
983 3507 (Berks). 


VW AUTO 1997, Camper Bilbo conver- 
sion, pas, fsh, disc brakes, alloy wheels, 
elevating roof. Sleeps 2 + 1, 5 seats plus 
wheelchair. Wheelchair tracking + 
clamps. Ramp not included. 50k miles, 
£14,500 ono. Tel: 01722 323193. 


CHAIRMAN FORD, GOWRINGS conversion, 
bokmiles, Hi ree, 
newtyres and windscreen. £1,850 ono. 
Tel: 020 8361 7517 (North London). 


9 months mot, 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.4, petrol, blue. 
Wheelchair plus 3, L reg . Fsh. Stainless 
exhaust. 60k miles. £3,300 ono. Tel: 023 


8081 3651. 


SPORTSTER, VERY POWERFUL and 
durable 3 wheel electronic transporter. 
Up to 40 miles between charges, new 
batteries, blue tubular steel frame. Vgc, 
£950 ono. Tel Mark: 01702 554865. 


FORD ESCORT M reg, with Constables car 
chair system. Only 13k miles. £4,500 
ono. Tel: 01932 240769 (Surrey). 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE 2.4 TD. ‘P’ 
reg, mot November 2002, rear ramp, 
seat 4 (2 swivel and recline chairs) + 
wheelchair. One owner, 95k miles, 
service history, very reliable and well 
maintained. £4,900. Tel: 01443 475385 or 
07974 446251. 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE LONGWHEEL- 
BASE 2.46, L reg, auto, power steering, 
41k miles, petrol, 1 owner, fsh, Interbility 
at rear. 6 seats and space for scooter 
or wheelchair and restraints. Mot 11/02, 
tax 11/02. £6,000 ono. Tel: 020 7624 8923 
(London). 


CHAIRMAN FORD COURIER, N reg, fsh, 


Taxed and 


18k miles, silver, winch. 
tested, holds 5 people. £4,600 ono. Tel: 
01278 786772. 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE GL 2.6, 
18,500 miles, P reg, immobiliser, air 
conditioning, 
August 2002. 7 seater, family vehicle + 
ramp, fittings for wheelchair, 1 infill seat. 
£10,000 ono. Tel: 020 8856 8912 
(Blackheath). 


pas, mot/tax expires 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT 1993, with rear seats 
and lowering ramp. New mot, 31k miles, 
excellent condition. £3,995. Tel: 01633 
400376. 


CHAIRMAN FORD ESCORT (Gowrings). 
1992(K), 34k miles. Lowered floor, 
ramp. Driver + wheelchair + 3 
passengers. Immaculate condition. 
Regularly serviced. £3,750. Tel: 01788 
814040 (Rugby). 


CHAIRMAN RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 
RXE, registered June 2001, 6,900 
miles, wheelchair access, electric 


winch. Carries driver + 2 passengers 
and wheelchair. Electric front win- 
dows and mirrors, power assisted 
steering, remote central locking, silver 
colour. £10,950. Tel: 07970 761531. 


—| 


WHEELCHAIR TAIL-LIFT fits Mercedes 
vans, model numbers 609, 507 etc. £450. 
Tel for information: 07810 811727. 


CHURCHILL MINI SCOOTER, only 6 months 
old, very good condition. £1,100 ono. 
Tel: 020 8672 2732. 


180° CARMOBILITY PASSENGER car seat, 
used in Peugeot 106, will fit any make of 
car. Photos available. £350. Tel: 01639 
770842 (Neath). 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat, suitable 
200/400 Mark 2, dark 
grey trim, excellent condition, hardly 
used. Paid £585, accept £175 ono. Tel: 
020 8855 0764. 


for Rover 


¢ Wheelcha 


MAYFAIR FREERIDER MOBILITY scooter, 
about 3 years old, c/w battery and 
charger. In very good condition. £950 


ono. Tel: 01342 312417. 


BATRICAR COUNTRYMAN MOBILITY scoot- 
er. Good for on/off road. Fully equipped. 
Very low mileage. Cost new £3,800, will 
accept £1,500. Trailer also available if 
required. Tel: 020 8673 4193. 


REA COMFORT ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Fully adjustable seat, leg, arm and back 
rests. Upholstered in blue cloth. Excellent 
condition. Very little used. £1,200 ono. 
Tel: 01392 382116 (day) or 01392 811285 
(evenings/weekend). 


PDQ POWER TRIKE rigid wheelchair. 
Never used, £700. Tel: 01729 822441. 


SUNRISE SCOOTER, 25 miles to one charge. 
6 mph, shopping basket, horn, metallic 
blue paint, new batteries. Cost £2,500 
new, will accept £600. Tel: 02392 752478. 


* Accommoda 


10 MINUTES FROM DISNEYLAND. 
Florida villa owned by paraplegic. 
Sleeps up to 12, fully accessible and 
large. King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom, we and wheel-in shower. 
Large pool with water operated seat 
for a disabled person. A holiday you 
can take with confidence. Contact 
John Gillett on: 01179 698770. 


LUXURY FREEHOLD FIRST floor retire- 
ment Central 


Cheshire. Wheelchair 


apartment in 
Wilmslow, 
access and emergency pulls 
throughout. 2 fitted double beds each 


with en-suite baths (one is wheel-in 


shower room), study, lounge with 
dining area, Nef fitted kitchen. Very 


sheltered secure Bovis development 
for independent living with atrium 
gardens, parking, lifts, security gates, 
resident restaurant, lounge, guest 
suite, 24 hours services. Qualifying 
age: one partner 70 or over. £225,000 
plus monthly service charge. 
Tel: 01925 730053 or 07785 578998. 


NORTH DEVON CONVERTED BARN. 


A completely accessible barn 
conversion known as ‘Two Moors 
View’ has wonderful views over N. 


Devon countryside. 4 bedrooms, one 


king size with ensuite wheel-in shower 
and we. Large open plan kitchen and 
living area with all you will need for a 
comfortable break. Contact John 
Gillett on: 01179 698770. 


¢ Househol 


WALK-IN BATH by Aquability. Hydro-spa 
power shower, curtain etc. Excellent 
condition. Cost £4,600 in April 2000. 
£950 ono. Tel: 01202 520712. 


5 STANDARD BED and 3 wheelchair Roho 
mattresses. Various prices. Tel: 020 8942 
4674 or 0776 5054309. 


ACORN SUPERGLIDE 120 stairlift. Used for 
nine months, still under guarantee. Easy 
assembled - plus manual. Cost £2,000 
new. Takes 127 kgs weight. £1,000 ono. 
Tel: 01932 784368. 


STANNAH HOME LIFT. 
Immaculate condition. Can carry 
2 adults (1 in wheelchair). Cost £8,000. 
Will have to be removed and installed by 
Asking price £2,000. Tel Mr T 


3 years old. 


buyer. 


Browne: 020 8563 7292. 


PARTIALLY ADAPTED LARGE 3 bed h/a 
ground floor flat, own garden, private 
entrance and carport on edge of Watford. 
Wanted:- adapted/adaptable 3 bed 
bungalow/house h/a / council in St Albans 


or surrounding area. Tel: 01923 673150. 


¢ Combined. 


VARIOUS DISABILITY AIDS : Vario II nursing 
bed, removable cot sides, Flexicell mattress, 
2 weeks’ use only. Mint condition. New 
£1,900, asking £950. Shoprider 4 wheel 
scooter, little used, £950. Home and 
Away power wheelchair, £750. Can 
demonstrate/deliver within reason. For full 
details, tel: 01295 251425 (Oxon). 


ARJO CALYPSO, LOWER and raise person 
in bath and transports, £950. Arjo Sarita 
Hoist, lifts from sitting and transports, 
£950. Folding aluminium wheelchair 
ramp for van, £225. Tel: 01639 897811. 


BALDER (REAR-WHEEL-DRIVE) CLAMP 
down unit for vehicle, £250 ono. 
Oswestry wood standing frame, vgc, 


£200 ono. Tel: 01473 280576. 


W.A.V. CHAIRMAN ESCORT or Fiat 
Fiorino or similar, with three passenger 


seats plus wheelchair, ramp and 


accessories. Low mileage for £3,500 or 
léss. Tel: 01928 500305. 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and send a 
cheque or postal order for a 
£10 payable to Disability. | 
Now with your ad. This is 
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4? Classified 


/ROYAL DEESIDE SCOTLAND | 
[NEW for 2002. 4 superb self catering cottages 
located on the banks of the river next to | 
| Balmoral. Designed and equipped to the highest 
| standard with state of the art facilities for people | 
| with disabilities, their families and friends. Please 
| contact: CRATHIE OPPORTUNITY HOLIDAYS | 
| Tel: 013397 42002 for more details 


or email: info@crathieholidays.org.uk 
www. crathieholidays.org.uk 


Take a break at Jay’s Barn 
Jay's Barn (sleeps 4) has been specifically designed 
& rebuilt for disabled people. Beautifully situated in 
its own grounds/garden. Easy access to Alton 
Towers, Peak District, The Potteries, or enjoy a visit 
to one of the level routes in the locality. Open all year. 
£150 off peak £230 peak per week. Also short-term 
lets. 1 double bedroom, single wheelchair users 
welcome. Payphone, no smoking, no pets (guide 
dogs accepted), linen included. 

ETB 3* Category 2 National Access Scheme: 

Ring Christine Babb on 01889 507444. 
| Jay's Barn, Bradley in the Moors, near Alton, 

| Staffordshire Moorlands ST10 4DF 

| email: jaysbarn@lineone.net 


WHEELCHAIR USERS WELCOME TO 
SOUTH LODGE, ALLOWAY, AYR. 
Accommodation for up to 7 guests in 
adapted cottage on a private country 
estate near Burns Cottage & Monument. 
10% Discount with this advert. 
Contact Michael Dunlop, Brigend House, 
Doonside Estate, Ayr KA7 4EB Scotland. 
Tel: 01292-445695 Fax: 01292-441313. 


Great self-catering in 
South West Wales 


SWn-y-Gwynt Cottage 
Sleeps 4, fabulous views, 


flawless luxury. TV, linen, 
power all included. 


Tel: 01267 237261 
E-mail: antony.griew@virgin.net 
Accessibility Grade 1 


KOREROR OR 


Woodhead Cottage 
Dulnain Bridge, Speyside. 

Cosy cottage by private woodland setting with 
attractive bird/wildlife. Great Highland 
holiday/touring base. Highest disabled category 
STB approved. 3 bedrooms, one with ensuite 
| ceiling track/hoist to bed, toilet and bath. Level 
wheel-in chair shower. highly recommended by 
wheelchair user. Sleeps 6. For brochure contact: 
lan & Catriona Shearer, tel: 01479 851298, 
e-mail: woodheadcottage@hotmail.com 


“STATE OF THE ART” 
NEW HOLIDAY 
BUNGALOWS DESIGNED 
FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 
O/HEAD TRACKING, 
ELECTRIC HOISTS, HI/LO 
BEDS, FULLY EQUIPPED 
brochure from STRODE PARK 
FOUNDATION HERNE CT6 7NE 
01227 373292 FAX 742805 
e-mail: info@strodepark.org.com 


OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, NG A, 
bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire & wap 
with hand controls, adapted > ae ro saz 
vans and plenty to see and do. Nee SI 
Contact: David Player Sa 
Tel: 00 351 289 393636 ake 

Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 


Willow Cottage — The Black Isle, 5 mins drive Inverness. 
Beautifully equipped, Tourist Board 3 stars with 
Disability Award 2 
1 double, 1 twin, both ensuite. Situated on a working croft amid 
lovely scenery with wildlife park close by. Moray Firth dolphins, 
kites, buzzards, deer etc, and our Nessie! Inverness offers good 
food, cinema, theatre etc 
Brochure/details, tel: 01463 731455, website: 
www. culbincrofthouse.co.uk, e-mail: info@culbincrofthouse.co.uk 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and wine, 
this is the place for you. Book now for 2002. 

Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or e-mail: 
ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


DERWENTWATER HOTEL - Set in 
conservation grounds on the shores 
of Derwentwater. Award winning 
hospitality, two adapted ground floor 
rooms, the perfect Lakeland retreat. 
www.derwentwater-hotel.co.uk 

Tel: 017687 72538. 


¢ Holidays (cont. see pg 46) 


JERSEY 
La Rocco SELF-CATERING APARTMENTS 


Offering panoramic views over St Ouens 
Bay. New apartments with disabled facilities, 


accommodating 2-8 persons. 
For free brochure: 
tel: 01534 743378, fax: 01534 746844, 
e-mail: larocco@localdial.com 
website: http://jerseyisland.com/stbrelade/larocco 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 

facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 

breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year 

Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 

Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


Near Salisbury - newly converted stable block 
self-catering units. Ground floor 1 double/twin 
bedroom en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. Open plan kitchen 
& living room. Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. Non-smoking. Prices 
from £195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, www.old-stables.co.uk 


CENTRAL BRITTANY 
FARMHOUSES 


with excellent ground floor facilities for 
wheelchair users. Resident English 
owner. For brochure contact Peter 
Davies, 94 Church Road, Stretton, 
Burton upon Trent DE13 OHE. 
Tel: (01283) 543743 


Late bookings accepted 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: Clifftop 
park with “excellent” status. New Milton, 
Hampshire. Excellent site facilities within 100 
yards, with indoor/outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, 
take-away. Fully equipped, two bedroom fully 
wheelchair accessible, log cabin accommodation. 
Sleeps 6. Well furnished. Free club membership. 


GRANGE COURT HOLIDAY 
VILLAGE: Park with “good” 
Goodrington Sands, Devon. Excellent site 
facilities within short walk, with indoor/ 
outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. 
Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, fully wheelchair 
accessible mobile home. Sleeps 4-6, well 
appointed. Free club membership. (Purchased 
with funds from the National Lottery). 


MILDENREATH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 
Excellent seaside site with good facilities, 
just outside Looe in Cornwall. Restaurant, 
clubhouse, indoor pool. Fully equipped and 


status, 


wheelchair accessible 2 bedroom chalet 
accommodation. Sleeps 6 — well furnished and 
comfortable. 

Details: Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055 
Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association. 
Registered Charity No. 261914. 


Newlands Country House, Suffolk 
Purpose built grade 1 wheelchair accessible 
suites, 4 diamonds. All rooms en-suite, tv. 

Ample carparking, large garden. Mid-week breaks 
available. For details tel: 01502 722164. 
www.sSmoothHound.com 


¢ Grants 


Algarve Carvoeiro 
Spacious private villa with pool 
overlooking golf course, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms including wheel-in 
shower. Totally level throughout. 
For more information call 
Debbie Wells on 01277 354313 


ORANGE BLOSSOM COAST 
2 Brand new, air conditioned, beach front 
apartments in delightful resort on Spain's 
unspoilt Orange Blossom Coast. 
Sleep up to 6 per apartment. Wheel-in 
shower, shower chair, hoist available, easy 
access pool, close to bars, shops, and 
restaurants. Flights, insurance and transfer 
arranged. Call 08702 41 61 27 for brochure. 


Cleethorpes Accessible holiday chalet, 
fully adapted, 3 bedrooms, 


2 bathrooms (| ensuite level access 
shower-room). Children/pets welcome. Fully 
central heated, Carelink access. Call for further 
details or book now for 2002/03 

Tel: 01472 210323 or 0795 102 1227. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 


BEST VIEWS IN DORSET — Award winning cottages on 
accessible family farm cats. 1, 2 and 3. Groups and families 
welcome. Accessible swimming. Tennis Court. Games 
Bam. Some aids available. Mrs Sue Smart, Hartgrove 
Farm, Hartgrove, Shaftesbury, Dorset. SP7 OJY. 

Tel: 01747 811830, fax: 01747 811066, email: cottages @ 
hartgrovefarm.co.uk, web: www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Saint Paul, France for a 
special care holiday. 
Tel: 01733 890074 or email 


steveatthacker.demon.co.uk 
for further information 


DALES/LAKES - Spacious self-catering 
cottage for 6 with level access 2 acre 
garden. G/F bedroom en-suite with 
shower chair. Ravenstonedale, a pretty 
tranquil village has 3 accessible pubs. 
Brochure Sally Cannon 01539 623230 


Haggerston Castle Holiday 
Park, Northumberland 


Caravan - fully adapted for disabled use. 
1 double bedroom, 1 single bedroom 
1 fold-down double in lounge. 
For details and brochure contacts: 


Bill Leslie — Tel. 01289 306 152. 
Phil Thornton — Tel. 01573 228 605. 


CUMBRIA Idyllic & peaceful beauty spot. The 
Tranquil Otter Lakeshore Lodges 5 cosy lodges 
(1 accessible), 2 luxury lodges (both accessible) 
with accessible sauna, whirlpool bath, log burner 
etc. Lakeside paths, lake (via wheely boat) and 
shop all accessible. Resident Otters. Own rowing 
boat. 01228 576661. www.the-tranquil-otter.co.uk 


Wheelchair friendly mobile home 
near the beautiful south coast of 
Brittany. Sleeps 6. Microwave, tv, video, 
BBQ. Sundeck on side, swimming pool, 
bar, disabled toilet, shower facilities. 
Phone Janeene on 01983 289577 
or 01983 884787 for further details. 


LONDON ARTS 


Funds available for 
creativity in the capital 


Grants are available from the London 
Arts Development Fund 


To receive a copy of our leaflet with more details: 
telephone 020 7608 6100 textphone 020 7608 4101 
email info@lonab.co.uk or visit 


www.arts.org.uk/londonarts 


The Parents Consorcium 


For children with disabilities and their families 


The Parents Consortium 
Are Seeking a 


Development Officer 


The person is required to work 37 hours per week on 
a flexible basis. Annual Salary NJC scale point 26 - 31, 
£17,823 - £21,078, plus Outer London Weighting £444 


And an essential car user rate. Holiday entitlement 20 
days per year. Based from Allsworth Court, Hextable. 


Duties will include coordination of volunteers working 
with the Parents Consortium, responsibility for the 
delivery of certain services, representation of the 
organization and local fund-raising 


Closing date for applications 


Friday 22nd March 2002 


Interviews will take place in the week 
commencing 25th March 2002 


For application forms please contact The Parents 


Consortium, Allsworth Court, St Davids Road, 
Hextable, Kent. BR8 7RJ. Telephone 01322 668501. 


The Parents Consortium has a pro-active Equal 
Opportunities policy and works to the commitments 
of the “Positive About Disabled People” scheme. 


¢ For Sale (cont. see pg 43) | 


Ford Diesel Mobile Classroom with full 
wheelchair access (ex-Lottery). Seats 6. H reg 
with MOT until April. £3,500ono. Bexley 
Trust for Adult Students. Jennifer Wadsworth 
or Richard Easterbrook — Tel: 020 8309 5570. 


QUALITY WAVs & MPVs 


40in stock. Phone for details. 
Hoyle Bros 01422 202009 


ee ee ee ee 
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MILLENIUM JET POWERED CHAIR ; 
with charger and documentation. 2% years 
old, cost £2,500 when new, hardly used, in 


excellent condition. Top speed 9km/h. Load | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
capacity 136kg. Easy dismantled for | 
transport in a car. Moveable arm rests for i 
ease of transfer. Available for trial in | 
SW London. Delivery possible for additional i 
| 


charge. Price £1,000. Call 020 8875 9585. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


2001 Y Zaphira Chairman, 1.8 Comfort Auto, 5,000 miles 

1999 T VW 1.9 TD, by Universal, PAS, lowering suspension 8K miles 
1998 R Mercedes Vito Chairman, 113 Auto, 40,000 miles 

1998 R Brotherwood Alhambra, Auto, 22,000 miles 

1997 P Chrysler Voyager Chairman, 3.3LE Auto, 24,000 miles 

1996 N Transit, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 24k miles 


Kangoo & Berlingo models 
Expert — Scudo — Dispatch models 
Trafic & Vanette Cango models 


£18,500 
£11,995 
£12,500 
£18,750 
£19,750 
£8,750 
Choice of 7 
Choice of 5 
Choice of 11 


A selection of 40 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery 
anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


CLARKE MOBILITY 
SNODLAND, KENT 


01634 243596 
www.gfclarke.com 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


VW Caravelle 2.4D, '96 N, red. Lowering suspension, tip up forward facing rear seats, lowered rear access. 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9TD '95 M, Green, WAV Conversion, 4 Pass Driver & Wheel Chair. 


£9,975 
£8,975 


Fiat Ulysse 2.0EL, R reg, 50k miles. Lowered floor with ramp. Driver 3 Pass + Wheelchair, PAS, twin sunroofs, 


climate control & electric windows. 


Peugeot Expert Combo1.9TD, '99 S, 55k miles, 5 seater with wheelchair access via removable ramps. 
Skoda Cube 1.9D, WAV, '98 R, 42k miles, full lowered floor conversion. 

Renault Kangoo 1.9D WAV, '98 S, 44k miles, full lowered floor conversion. 

Renault Trafic Prima 1.7P, WAV, '93 L, 41k miles, 1 wheelchair + Driver & 4 Pass. Widnes conversion. 


£10,995 
£7,695 
£6,975 
£7,495 
£3,795 


New or ex-demo Renault Kangoo WAVs - call for prices and spec’. 


Wheelchair Accessible Motorhome, 2/3 Berth designed from new for disabled person use. 
Base vehicle Mercedes 312D Auto '98 R. Remote Control rear doors & Ricon lift. Electric 6 way drivers seat. 
Plus best of other adaptions. Cost New £45,000. Please call for full specification & pirce. 
All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 

Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 
e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 
website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


Gleneagles 
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INTERCARE COMMUNITY SERVICES 
WE CAN HELP! 
Quality care provided 
within your own home * ey 
by friendly, cheerful in 
and energetic carers. = 
Afulliranse of care can De: rercisi comanny 
provided. Please enquire for details. 
Short/Long term - 24 hour service. 
ee Tel: 020 8333 7371 
FEM *| Office hrs 07941975291 
—uKHca— Evenings/Weekends. 


PROBLEMS ACCESSING LEISURE? 
Drop in at www. leisureaware.btinternet.co.uk 
A new site to: Air your views - solve 
problems - make new friends or write to: 
Mark Urwin, Princess Marina Centre 
Chalfont Rd., Seer Green, Bucks HP9 2QR 


¢ Personal 


y Handidate 


Introduction Agency 


: fs 

Call now f ve For disabled and 

free grochu able-bodied people 
Established 1987 


Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
Website: www.handidate.com 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 


A member of ABIA 


‘RY Find-A-Friend'| 


Any adult, any age, anywhere 


i] 

1 

1 

SS i] 

: Alone? Why? You needn’t be! ! 

1 1 

i Able-bodied or Disabled ' 
i 
i 
1 


1 Single, bereaved, divorced, separated, partnered 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 5HL ! 
! Tel/Fax: Int’ 00+44+ or UK (0)1606 49093 } 


¢ Research 


Enabling Entrepreneurs 
Research Project 


A new research project aims to look at 
different ways of ensuring that people with 
disabilities have access to advice and support 
to enter self-employment. Yorkshire Forward, 
the Regional Development Agency for 
Yorkshire and Humber, backs the project, 
entitled Enabling Entrepreneurs. 

The link below is to an online questionnaire, 
which provides you with an opportunity to 
tell us about your experiences of becoming 
self-employed and any issues that could 
assist us with our research. 


More information, including contact details 
is available at the site: 
www.thebacktoworkcompany.com/enabling_ 
entrepreneurs.htm or tel: 0113 262 2789. 


fRab training 


Charity No. 283931 


Now booking 


= Disability 
Discrimination Act 

= Affordable Access 
Improvements 


For information on courses 
call Gill Goldsmith, Phab, 
Summit House, Wandle 
Road, Croydon, CRO 1 DF. 
Tel: 020 8667 9443 


www.phabengland.org.uk 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 
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Cyngor Cefn Gwlad Cymru 
Countryside Council for Wales 


The Countryside Council for Wales is the statutory advisor to government on sustaining 


natural beauty, wildlife and the opportunity for outdoor enjoyment throughout Wales 
and its inshore waters. 


Heathland Ecologist 
Post No: S036 
Location: Bangor 
Starting salary: £16,800 to £18,480 (under review) 


The heathland ecologist will support an active conservation programme in Wales 
by leading on all scientific aspects relating to upland and lowland heathlands. 

Key components of the post will concern the development of research & survey 
programmes to underpin site management, rehabilitation and re-creation projects 
throughout Wales. 

The successful candidate will be of at least graduate calibre with a minimum of two 
years post-graduate experience in heathland ecology or conservation. 

In return for your expertise and commitment you can expect a competitive salary with 
the opportunity to earn annual increases through performance related pay. Beyond 
that benefits include a non-contributory pension scheme, flexible working hours, paid 
public and privilege holidays, 5 weeks leave and an excellent working environment. 
The ability to speak Welsh is not essential for this post. However, appointees 
learning or wishing to learn Welsh will receive full support from CCW. 

For an application form and further details please contact Arwel Jones, within the 
Personnel Dept, Countryside Council for Wales, Maes y Ffynnon, Penrhos Road, 
Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 2DN. 

Tel: 01248 385504 E-mail: ar.jones@ccw.gov.uk 

Or visit our website: http://www.ccw.gov.uk 


The closing date for applications is 15 March 2002. si May, | 
4 ae : ; = Y 

The Countryside Council for Wales is an equal opportunity employer EW/s 

and operates a no smoking policy - job share applications welcome. Asa 


The London Bubble 
Theatre Company seeks a 


PRODUCTION 
MANAGER 


who will be a vital member of our team committed to creating theatre 
for, and with, people of all ages. 


In addition to overseeing the technical aspects of all the company’s 
work, the Production Manager will play a major role in planning and | 
shaping projects, from our acclaimed promenade productions to 
ground-breaking participatory work in classrooms and communities. 


To receive an application pack, please send an A4 SAE (57p) to: 


Andrea Mason, London Bubble Theatre Company, 5 Elephant Lane, 
London SE16 4JD 


Closing date for applications: Monday 11th March 


London Bubble strives to be an equal opportunities employer 


Registered Charity No.264359 


e Courses 


University of Leeds 


oa Department of Sociology and Social Policy 


Diploma/MA in Disability Studies 


This unique and hugely popular programme of study gives students the opportunity 
to work for either a Post Graduate Diploma in Disability Studies or the Degree of 
Master of Arts (MA) in Disability Studies. The Scheme covers both the theoretical 
and practical issues relevant to disablement and the disability experience. It is 
designed for people working in or planning a career in the general area of 


disability related services. 


Candidates will normally have a first degree or equivalent professional qualification, 
but relevant experience will be taken into account where appropriate. This course is 
taught in an accessible location and the University welcomes disabled students. 


THIS POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA/MA IN DISABILITY STUDIES 
PROGRAMME IS ALSO AVAILABLE AS AN OPEN DISTANCE 


LEARNING PACKAGE. 


For further details please contact MARIE ROSS or DEBBIE WESTMORELAND in the 
Department of Sociology and Social Policy at the University of Leeds, LS2 9JT. 


Tel and Minicom (0113) 2334418 or (0113) 2334408 


the Slough Borough area. 


Geereee Reread eee eaee aes AIA Se IAS MISMO OTS ee eee eee T 


Direct Payments Support Worker 


Direct Payments Support Service for Slough 
(DPSSS) 


Salary £18,000 pro rata. 20 Hours per week 


DPSSS is a newly formed organisation of disabled people, whose aim 
is fo promote and enable disabled people to access Direct Payments in 


The successful applicant for this Post will work in the development and 


The person 
Slough Borough. 


communities. 


Interview date: 4th April 2002. 
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promotion of a Direct Payments Scheme aimed at providing disabled 
Pere with the necessary information, support, skill 
ecome employers of personal assistants. 


mployed must be flexible and able to work and 
communicate effectively in different working environments within the 
You should have experience of working in the field of disability. 

We are an Equal Opportunities Employer. We particularly welcome 


applications from disabled people and people from ethnic minority 


For an informal discussion and an application form 
Please contact: Sharmeen Zaraat, Phoenix Centre, 305 Langley Road, 
Langley, Slough, SL3 8DA. Tel: 01753 541103 


Closing date for application: 22nd March 2002. 


s and training, to 
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dpeaking out for you 


BAA promotes and delivers advocacy at its highest levels and 
standards, representing the voice of vulnerable people in the 
Bromley area. We are looking to recruit a Co-ordinator to 
continue to build upon our success. 


DISABILITY ADVOCACY 
SERVICE CO-ORDINATOR 


£14,836 + 5% Pens. Cont. 25hrs p.w. Based in 
Bromley — (Scope to expand to F/T by April 2003). 
A service for disabled people run by disabled people. The appointed | 


co-ordinator will have the opportunity to develop this new service. 
Candidates with disabilities meeting the minimum job requirement will 


receive an interview for this post. 


Applicants for this post must have a minimum of two years advocacy 
experience. Be a good team player. Have experience of working with 
and supporting volunteers. Have an understanding of issues relating to 
disabled people. For a recruitment pack or further information 
please contact Anthony King, Director, Bromley Advocacy Alliance, on 
tel O20 8460 6712. Email: bromleyadvocall@aol.com Closing date for 
applications is 11th March 2002 with interviews scheduled 


for 20th or 21st March 2002. 


BAA is an equal opportunities employer. 
Registered Charity No. 1071906 


¢ For Sale (con’td) 


COTSWOLD COTS 


nd 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


yor? Extra Strong Playpens. 
od Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 

High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Brand New Unregistered : 
Mercedes Vito 112 Cdi Automatic 
Ricon Foldaway Chair Lift 
EZ Chair Clamp in place of passenger seat 
2 extra rear seats. Aircon. Save £thousands 
Details from Drivelodge Tel 01535 637777 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


@ 


MANCHESTER 


ciTY COUNCIL 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
TEAM MANAGER 


PO3 £25,473 - £27,717 Ref: 16/3614 
Direct Payments Unit, Minehead Resource Centre, Minehead Avenue. 
(This is temporary base, location to be determined). 
37 hours per week. Fiexitime 

The Direct Payments Unit in Manchester has been at the forefront of 
developing Direct Payments, providing a service to a substantial number of 
recipients in Manchester, as well as managing contracts for other Local 
Authorities. The role of Team Manger in this service is a demanding one, with 
the key objective of increasing the numbers of people receiving Direct 
Payments in Manchester. As Team Manager you will be responsible for a 
team of Independent Living Advisers, as well as a team of support staff. 
Manchester presently holds contracts with four other Local Authorities, which 
you would be responsible for managing. If you have a total commitment to the 
social model of disability, a desire to see Direct Payments grow, and the 
ability to drive forward change, then this is the role for you. You will need to be 
confident in managing budgets and staff, as well as possessing a real 
understanding of the changing world of social care and support. You will have 
had experience in managing community care services either in statutory or 
non-statutory sector. 

Application forms and further details available from the Personnel 
Section, PO Box 536, Town Hall Extension, Manchester M60 5BG. 
Tel: 0161 234 3898 between 9.00am - 4.00pm only. 
Minicom only: 0161 234 3833. Closing date: 18th March 2002. 


cast 


All disabled applicants who meet the shortlisting criteria are guaranteed an 
interview. 

We welcome applications from people wishing to job share. 
Manchester City Council is an Equal Opportunity Employer and we positively 
welcome applications from women and men, regardless of their racial, ethnic or 
national origin, disability, age up to 65, sexuality or responsibilities for 
dependants. 


Surrey 


Independent 


Living 
Council 


Registered Charity No. 1088220 


[Personal Assistance 
| Adviser — full-time 


i Surrey Independent Living Council (SILC) is an 
organisation of disabled people contracted by Surrey 

§ Social Services to provide information and advice on 
Direct Payments to disabled people in the county. 


# We are recruiting for the post of Personal Assistance Adviser. SILC is 
# Currently expanding Direct Payments to a larger and more diverse group 
of disabled people. 


# Based presently at SILC’s Walton-on-Thames office you will work one to 
one with Disabled People who are either preparing for or already using 

@ Direct Payments. 35 hours p.w. (flexible), salary £19,653 to £22,980. The 

# ability to travel throughout the area is essential. 


i Applications from Disabled People are encouraged. SILC is an equal 
# opportunities employer. 


i For details please contact Nick Danagher on: 
H phone 01932 243527 

B minicom 01932 247792 

fax 01932 245913 


artsline 


Arts ee Londons Information and advice 
service Disabled People on Access to the arts 
and entertainment is seeking to appoint 


a full time Disability Equality Training Officer 
to deliver a high quality of disability equality 
dwareness training and manage our 
freelance Trainers 


Salary £17,777 pa Gross 


To obtain an application form and further 
details please send an A4 stamped addressed 
envelope to 


Chief Executive, ARTSLINE, 54 Chalton Street, 
London NW 1 1HS. 


mpleted applications should be returned 
to the above address by 22nd March 2002. 


Artsline is equal opportunities employer. 
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We don't just care for our patients. 


stablished in 1992, Eastbourne Hospitals is a major acute Trust situated on 
the south coast, serving a population of around 250,000. The Trust employs 
just over 2,500 staff, has an annual budget of approx £85 million and 
recently gained 2 stars in the NHS Performance Ratings. 


We achieved the Employment Service “Two Ticks" standard last year and take seriously our 
commitment to employ a workforce that more accurately represents the wider community. We 
positively encourage applications from disabled people. 


We are dedicated to personal and professional development of our staff and offer excellent 
amenities. 


To find out more about employment opportunities with Eastbourne Hospitals, please do 
not hesitate to contact Chantal Brown, Personnel Assistant, on 01323 414937 

ext. 3445, or write to her in the Personnel Department, Eastbourne District General 
Hospital, Kings Drive, Eastbourne, East Sussex,BN21 2UD, or by email on 
chantal.brown @ed.ebh-tr.sthames.nhs.uk 


For a full listing of all vacancies, please contact the Personnel Department on 
01323 414937 (24 hr voicemail). 


Eastbourne Hospitals NHS Trust and Hastings & Rother NHS Trust are currently seeking 
approval for a management merger. If approved this will be effective from 1st April 2002. 
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NHS Trust 


The Trust is committed to equality of opportunity. 
Job shares are considered for all positions. 


Eastbourne Hospitals Anh 


COURSES 


To advertise your 
vacancies or courses 
please contact Richard, 
tel: 020 7619 7336, or 
Patrick, tel: 020 7619 
7320, or contact them 
both on fax: 020 7619 
7331, minicom: 020 
7619 7332. They can go 
on the web as well! 


DISCLAIMER — pn is not responsible for claims made in the adverts it prints. Readers are 


advised to check claims with advertisers before relying on 


¢ Public Appointments 


department for 


education and skills 


them. 


Board Member of the Adult Learning Inspectorate (the ALI) 


Salary Range: expenses incurred in carrying out the Inspectorate’s 
work 


Commitment: minimum attendance at 4 meetings per year 
Location: meetings will usually be held in the Midlands 


The Secretary of State for Education and Skills invites applications 
from suitably qualified candidates for the post of Board Member of 
the Adult Leaming Inspectorate (the ALI). This is a unique opportunity 
to play a central role in improving the quality of adult education and 
work-based learning. 


The ALI is an independent inspectorate whose work is key to the 
Govemment'ss aim of driving up standards of quality and effectiveness 
in post-16 learning. The ALI is responsible for inspecting education 
and learning for adults aged 19+ in colleges and for work-based 
learning for students over the age of 16. 


The successful candidate will be recognised as having made a 
contribution in the field of adult education or work-based learning, 
appropriately experienced and qualified in their field and in a senior 
position, or recently retired from, an organisation committed to lifelong 
learning or Investors in People. Interest in equality of opportunity 
and diversity issues would be particularly welcome. The successful 
candidate will be appointed for an initial term of four years. 


For further information and an 
application form, please send a 
postcard or e-mail bearing your 
name, address and reference 
“ALI-Board” to: 


Ms Ginny Randall, Department for 
Education and Skills, Level 1E, 
Caxton House, 6-12 Tothill Street, 
London SW1H 9NA 


Email address: 
pba.team @ dfes.gsi.gov.uk 


The closing date for applications is 
25 March 2002 


Applications are particularly welcome 
from disabled people, members of 
ethnic minority groups and women. 


Fe 
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THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND SKILLS IS COMMITTED TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS BY 
FAIR AND OPEN PROCESSES, TAKING ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES. 


department for 


education and skills 


Disability Claims: Lay members to serve on the 
special educational needs tribunal 


The Special Educational Needs Tribunal is an independent body, and its function is to consider appeals by 
parents against decisions made by Local Education Authorities about children s special educational needs. 
The Secretary of State for Education and Skills is responsible for appointing lay members to serve on the 
Tribunal. From September 2002, the Tribunals remit will be extended to handle school disability 
discrimination cases under the terms of the 2001 Special Educational Needs and Disability Act, and it will 
then be known as the Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal. 


We are looking for a number of new lay members who have knowledge and experience of children with 
disabilities, preferably within education. Applications are particularly welcome from people familiar with 


diversity issues. 


Lay members will be expected to be available to hear appeals on between 20 and 70 days per year from 
1 September 2002 and are paid on a daily fee basis. 


For an application form and further details, please write to Mr D Wilbur, 


SEN Division, Room 2D, Department 


for Education and Skills, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT. Alternatively E-mail 


on daniel. wilbur@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 
The closing date for receipt of applications is Monday 18 March 


2002. 
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BECAUSE WE'RE ALL 


irrERENT... 


MARKETING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
DIRECTOR 


London 
Package c. £60,000 


| Habinteg Housing Association is the leading 
| practitioner of inclusive Universal Housing for 
physically disabled and non-disabled people alike. 
sePeJONMBEY We work with more than 30 local authorities and 
ES oartners throughout the UK and provide over 2000 
homes, including over 500 specifically designed for wheelchair use. 
Growth at any cost is not our message: developing the Diversity 
debate so that difference and individual experience in all its forms is 
valued, celebrated and supported is Habinteg's goal. Our initiative is bold: 
to achieve it will need a step change in our culture, structure and effort. 
You will lead in promoting this philosophy, developing flagship 
housing schemes and influencing the inclusion agenda at all levels. 
Creativity, drive and commitment to our aims are essential. You will 
need at least five years experience of successful operational and financial 
management at a strategic level, to include managing capital 
development and leading on new business opportunities. 
We offer 30 days’ holiday, SHP final salary pension scheme, 
permanent health insurance and season ticket loans. 


Closing date: 8th March 2002 
First interviews:| 8th March 2002 Final interviews: 22nd March 2002 


For an information pack, please contact 
HACASChapmantendy 

First Floor, 4 Copthall House, Station Square, Coventry CV! 2FL 
Telephone: 02476 551188 or Email on recruitment@hch.eu.com cy 


or visit the website at www.hch.eu.com ease 
In line with our goals on Diversity we welcome applications from every Kye 
section of the community. CVs will be accepted with a supporting statement. DAE 


If you understand BSL, 


) Looking for a Job? 


Here's a unique and exciting opportunity 
- the first job of it’s kind!! 
Connect - the Communication Disability Network fs) 


has a new, paid job with flexible hours 
for a person who has aphasia. 
A ‘communication supporter’ will be 
paid to support this job 


This job will help Connect to involve people 
with aphasia in the organisation 


Interested? 


Come to an open meeting about the job. Find out more about it! 


Come to Connect on Friday 8th March 2002 from 
11 until 1 followed by lunch 


Visit our website to find out more about Connect - 
www.ukconnect.org 


Please call, email or write to let us know if you would like to come: 


Sally Byng, Connect, 16-18 Marshalsea Road, London SE1 1HL 
telephone 020 7367 0868, email sallybyng@ukconnect.org 


Please pass this on to anyone you know who might like to come 


you'll welcome our commitment 


Communication Support Worker (part-time) 


£17,073 - £24,936 (pro rata) 


The Foreign and Commonwealth Office is responsible for 
promoting the national interests of the United Kingdom and 
contributing to a strong world community. To do so they are 
committed to recruiting and retaining the best people. 


With this commitment in mind and with the specific aim 

of improving opportunities for hearing impaired staff so 

they are able to maximise their contribution, we are keen 

to appoint a BSL Level 3 Trainee Interpreter, on a part-time 
basis, initially for one year but with the possibility of permanent 
status. Working three days a week, or equivalent, you will be 


The FCO is an equal opportunities employer and aims to reflect the diversity 
of British society. We welcome applications from all suitably qualified individuals 
irrespective of race, gender or disability. 


Foreign & Commonwealth Office 


part of a personnel team handling all aspects of diversity and 
best management practice, with your role including interpreting, 
welfare support, organising awareness programmes and 


supporting BSL training. 


To apply you should be at least a British Sign Language 
(BSL) Level 3 Trainee. You must also have good IT skills 
preferably in Microsoft Word and Outlook, and be able to 
demonstrate excellent interpersonal skills and the 
necessary initiative to make a real success of a 
newly-created role. 


For further job details and an application form (to be returned by 8 March 2002), write to Capita RAS, 
Innovation Court, New Street, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7JB or telephone 01325 745170 (24 hours) or 
fax 01256 383787. Internet: www.capitaras.co.uk Please quote reference number B6286. 


CAPITA RAS 


www.capitaras.co.uk 


Disability Now maintains 
the right to amend or 
withdraw linage adverts 
without prior notice. All 
adverts must comply with 
the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 
Telephone numbers 
and addresses will not 
be placed in personal 
adverts, for confidentiality. 
Instead, Box numbers will 
be provided. Likewise, 
telephone numbers and 
addresses will not be 
given out over the 
telephone if requested. 
Box Numbers can 
be requested for 
non-personal adverts. 
However, it may limit the 
response to it. If you want 
to advertise documents, 
goods or services contact 
Patrick Durham-Matthews 
(tel: O20 7619 7320), 
fax: 020 7619 73371. 
Linage adverts can only 
be used by private 
individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be 
addressed to Richard 
Gresham (see contact | 
details above). 
DN cannot accept 
responsibility for loss or 
damage of adverts or | 
letters during forwarding. | 
It is the responsibility of 
the advertiser to check 
the content of their advert, 
and to ensure any 


abbreviations cannot be 


misunderstood. 


DisabilityNOW 


Look out for the employment supplement — 


April 2002. To advertise Contact: 
Richard Gresham, tel: 020 7619 7336 


email: richard.gresham@scope.org.uk 


Patrick Durham-Matthews, tel: 020 7619 7320 
email: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 


INVITATION TO TENDER: 
TYPES AND QUALITY OF KNOWLEDGE IN SOCIAL CARE 


SCIE invites organisations to tender for a review of the types of knowledge 
underpinning social care and ways of assessing their quality. 


SCIE has the responsibility to develop a rigorous and robust methodology for 


Ss ae | E : 


Social Care Institute for Excellence 


assessing social care knowledge. Proposals are invited to undertake an 8 month project on two aspects of this work: defining 
the types and definitions of social care knowledge, and reviewing the ways of assessing the quality of different types of 


knowledge. 
The project will start in May and finish in December 2002. SCIE expects organisations tendering for this work to demonstrate 
the involvement of senior and experienced staff, and the participation of user-controlled organisations. Funding of up to 
£80,000 is available. The commissioning brief is available from the address below, or from www.scie.org.uk 


Proposals must be received by 26th March 2002. 


Contact: Fiona MacLeod, SCIE, 1st Floor, Goldings House, 2 Hay’s Lane, London SE1 2HB. Tel: 020-7089-6859. 


Email: fiona.macleod@scie.org.uk 


D 
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The Algarve, Portugal 


Small hotel owned and run by English family. 
Home from home. Happy and friendly. Home 
cooked food. Diets catered for. All bedrooms 
en-suite. Our own swimming pool and grass 
bowling green. Golfing bookings can be made. 
We are fully equipped for wheelchair users, 
their families and friends. Met at Faro airport. 
For brochures and flights with A.T.0.L. agents, 


tel: 01235 521804 


FREEDOM OF THE GLEN HOTELS 


Choose from 3 hotels in spectacular 
lochside settings near Fort William. 
Enjoy the freedom to select the hotel 
which sets the right atmosphere for your 
break. A choice of 10 rooms with disabled 
facilities, around the loch. 

E-mail: reservations @ freedomglen.co.uk 
Tel: 01855 8215821, Fax: 01855 821463 


www.freedomglen.co.uk 


Orlando, Florida. Home with 

a heart for disabled travellers! 
Spacious, luxury, adapted bungalow 
situated on golf course. Three double 
E wo bathrooms (Manger 
alled). Cable TV, Telephone. 


Free Country Club membership. 


, tree 
bathiijt 2 


24 hour on call Management 


s Orlando Airport 
4 raplegic owner. 
Sue Fisher, 5 Park Lane, 
Broughton Park, Salford M7 4HT. 
Tel/Fax: 0161 792 3029. 


BIRCHAM, WEST NORFOLK 
Coast 5 miles. Two F.C.H disabled-friendly 
igned with wheelchair 

nilies in mind. One sleeps 
ps up to eight. Both have 
rooms. Equipped to the 
g dard. TV, linen and electricity 
inc. Smokers and dogs welcome 
For further details please telephone 
01485 578603 or visit www.norfolkdisabled- 
friendlycottages.co.uk 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions 
Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


North York Moors 
National Park 


Aoonpenny Cottage, Levisham, nr 
Self 


high standard 
© accomodate 


1 er-looking 
ock and hills beyond. Full 

details/brochure from Mrs Amicia Bentley 

Tel: (01751) 460311 


Category 1, National Accessible Scheme 


MPA 


Metropolitan Police Authority 


WANTED — Someone who believes 
Londoners deserve the best 
police service in the world 


The Metropolitan Police Authority maintains an efficient 
and effective police service for the Metropolitan Police 
District. 


We have a vacancy for an Independent Member to join 
us in our work to oversee the UK’s largest police service, 
with a staff of 35,000 and an annual budget of more 
than £2 billion. 


You will be a forward thinking, dynamic person with strong 
views on how to build a partnership between all of London’s 
diverse communities and the Metropolitan Police. 


Whatever your experience, in management, finance, 
public service or community relations, your input must 
be positive and constructive. 


You will attend meetings of the MPA full authority and its 
committees, keep up to date with policing issues, attend 
community and police consultative meetings and liaise with 
representatives of local communities. 


If you are aged 21 or over, have lived or worked in London 
for at least 12 months, and are able to commit 1-2 days 
a week to this important work, we would like to hear from 
you. Your appointment will be normally for four years. 
You will receive a basic allowance of £13,000 and 
reimbursement for expenses. 


For an information pack and application form, please 
contact Alan Johnson on 020 7944 8935, or visit our 
website at www.mpa.gov.uk 


The closing date for applications is 6 March 2002. 


The MPA is an equal opportunity employer, committed to diversity. 


www.mpa.gov.uk 


SPECIALIST DISABILITY 
_ SUPPORT FOR ADULTS - 


The Employment Service has recently changed the way in which it contracts with programme 
providers as part of the Welfare to Work agenda. We now intend to extend this approach to 
those organisations that provide specialist disability support for adults. 

The new approach involves moving to a two stage process. 


Stage 1 will involve an initial assessment of your company or organisation based on 


your systems and performance. 


Stage 2 will allow companies who meet minimum requirements the opportunity to 


tender for specific contracts. 


Our range of contracts involves work preparation for people with disabilities, work placements 
and personal development programmes. 

If you are interested in delivering these programmes we are asking you to register your interest. 
In return you will be sent a pack requesting more detailed information about your company. 
Packs will be sent out when you register your interest. 


The deadline for return of the packs will be 28th March 2002. 


Register now by telephoning Gaynor Jones on 0117 9456909 
or e-mailing at gaynor.jones@employment.gov.uk 


If you are an existing work preparation contract holder you do not need to contact us. 


We will automatically contact you. 


at MBoy 
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Disability Discrimination Act Service 
information * advice * representation 


SENIOR DDA LEGAL ADVISOR/MANAGER 
FULL TIME 37 HOURS £23,430 pa 


THE POST HOLDER WILL HAVE AT LEAST 3 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE OF ADVICE WORK AND REPRESENTATION 
AT EMPLOYMENT TRIBUNALS AND COUNTY COURT 


A WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF THE DISABILITY 
DISCRIMINATION ACT, EMPLOYMENT LAW AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION, EXPERIENCE OF 

MANAGING AND SUPPORTING STAFF 


THE CONTRACT WILL RUN UNTIL 31ST SEPTEMBER 2004 
POSSIBLE EXTENSION WITH FURTHER FUNDING 


The Leeds DDA Service Is an Equal Opportunities Employer 
For A Full Job Description and an Application Form Contact 
Closing date 15th March 2002 


Leeds DDA Service 
Unit 9, Armley Park Court 


Armley COMMUNITY 
FUND 


Leeds LS12 2AE 


Tel 0113 263 5597 
Fax/Minicom 0113 263 6062 


The Disabled Drivers’ Association 
IS Seeking an 


Information Officer/Caseworker 


To provide an information and support service to our 21,000 
members and other callers. Ideally candidates should have 
some working knowledge of disability rights and benefits, the 
Motability scheme and mobility provision for disabled people. 


Based at our modern headquarters in a rural setting 
10 miles southwest of Norwich. Excellent access for 
disabled people in a no smoking environment. 
salary negotiable. 37/4 hour week. Flexible working 
arrangements, including job share, will be considered. 


All applicants will be given equal consideration. Candidates with 
a disability will be regarded as having an additional 
qualification. Information pack available from Ref IO/C, 

The Disabled Drivers' Association, Ashwellthorpe, Norwich, 
NR16 1EX. Email DDAHQ@aol.com Closing date 3 April 2002 


Registered charity 254544 — Helping disabled people become more mobile 


DEADLINES 


April 2002 classified deadlines: 
Booking: 15th March. 


Copy: 19th March. 


Up for grabs 47 


A RIGHT ROYAL TREAT 


THE TALE OF 
PETER RABBIT 


BEATRIX POTTER 


The original and authorized edition 


ritain boasts some of the most 

famous heritage sites in the world, 

but how often do we get out and visit 
them? After a long, wet winter, what better 
way to re-discover the outdoors than with a 
trip to splendid Blenheim Palace? 
For four lucky readers, here’s a chance to win a 
pair of tickets (worth £10 each) to experience 
one of Oxfordshire’s cultural landmarks. 
Blenheim Palace, home of the 11th Duke of 
Marlborough and birthplace of Sir Winston 
Churchill, is a Baroque masterpiece set in 
2,100 acres of landscaped park. When you 
have enjoyed the architecture and the 
immaculate grounds, take a rare look inside 
the Palace at its magnificent collections 
of tapestries, paintings and fine furniture 
displayed in gilded state rooms. If this has 
whetted your appetite, simply fill out the 
coupon and return it to our FREEPOST 
address. Can’t wait four weeks to find out 
if you’re a winner? To book your tickets 
call 01993 811325 or visit 
admin@blenheimpalace.co.uk 


NB: Blenheim Palace opens to the public on 11 March. 


Scooters are available for hire on site. 


he year 2002 marks one hundred 

years since the first publication 

of Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of 
Peter Rabbit. This funny and timeless 
classic is as popular today as it ever was 
and is read by millions of children and 
adults all over the world. To mark this 
centenary year, Frederick Warne & Co 
have relaunched the book as part of a 
series of brand new editions and DN 
has 20 hardback copies (worth £4.99 
each) to give to readers young and old. 
Enjoy this charming story all over 
again, complemented by stunning illustrations which have 
beenenhanced.to give the impression that the watercolour has 


PETER 
RABBIT 


been painted directly onto the pages The book also includes additional illustrations which have never 
before been printed. Want to.get your hands on one of these exquisite books? (see coupon for entry 
details). The Tale of Peter Rabbit and other special editions in the Peter Rabbit collection are 
available in all good book shops from March. For more information visit www.peterrabbit.com 
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© FREDERICK WARNE & CO., 1902, 2001 


to & n te r Tick your chosen competition 
circle(s 


) below, add your details, 
and send FOR FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, 
1 London N7 9BR, or you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail 
the details to: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


I 
1©) Blenheim Palace () Peter Rabbit 


® O©© 


¢ Closing date for offers: 29.03.2002 ¢ 


te r m Ss & Entrants must be over 18 No proof 
co n d iti O n Ss of purchase required * UK entrants 


only * No cash alternatives © Winners 
notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special offers not open to DN 
staff or associates ¢ Winners may be announced in DN ° In association 
with Frederick Warne & Co and Blenheim Palace and we may use your 
name and address for further marketing purposes. Please tick the box if 
you do not wish your details to be included () 


DN next month 


ay 
APOLLO PHOTOGRAPHERS. “ : 
Adam Fletcher had a scodi time at last year’s Ideal Home show. 


All the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 30 March. 


@ WISE UP TO WORK 


DN’s 12-page employment supplement will cover everything you 
need to know to get started, or stay in work if you become disabled 


@ YOUR IDEAL HOME? 


Join Agnes Fletcher and Adam Thomas as they check out new 
ideas and gadgets at this year’s show 


@ THE RIGHTS AND WRONGS OF LIFTING 


Will new guidance from the Health and Safety Executive help disabled 
people? DN finds out 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


1 (Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
; Please reserve me a regular copy of —O i 
Disability Now until further notice 
1 Please deliver a copy of Disability Now O : 
ito my home address . 

i 
ANETTEMIY:. ec a ceenaale oo UMMM QAP Sx: i 
PACCESS reer eel Meee iste oN, one a i 

i 
: POS{ICOC Grewia efit pics ns ees) eh eee ae 
I i 
RSTO TAMU] passe cot wien MR ly. Sunk aeration? oes che SE i 


j 

| To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 

1 published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London I 

IN7 9PW. 

it is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart » 
; Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 

' Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. ‘ 
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that puts you in the picture 


Police on 
probation) 


Are cops clued up 
www. disabilitynow.org.uk 


igning newspaper 
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“The campa 


Good as\gold 


Tanni’s baby 
Winter fuel let-down 


Jobs p42-46 and on our webs 


£1.80 March 2002 


Nobody understands the needs of wheelchair accessible vehicle customers 
quite like Lewis Reed. We have many year’s combined experience in the 


design of high quality conversions. 


Through experience and listening to our customers, we have developed a 


standardised range of vehicles to accommodate the needs of wheelchair users, 
hence our customers benefit from the advantages that a pre-designed vehicle offers, 
such as competitive pricing, reliable delivery times, safety, comfort and most 


important a quality build. 


So, if you're looking for a vehicle built around real customer service, request a 


brochure today, and discover why when it comes to choosing a wheelchair 


nl 
/Is0 9001 


U 
| recisTeReD company | SARE? 


<s& 


accessible almost 1,000 Lewis Reed customers have found that nothing else will do. 


Through flexible deposit and purchase schemes (we are licensed credit brokers) 


fu to dealing with Motability and insurance issues, you'll find Lewis Reed will take 
: care of everything. 
AVAILABLE 
ON MOTABILITY 
CONTRACT HIRE ; . 2 : 
sr ai ee i a eae a aR patie Mrs C.L. from Birmingham says: 


y AMA CHS LeanB CEA tase S@Motability 1 / 4 ry 
ACCREDITED oo at ‘ 
ABAD abO 98 Tat Aad ANNE A a *This is a trademark of motability , O | p 
‘4 registered charity no.299745 ieee asta ok ae OO ere he, . oe ‘ 
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